
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

5 May 2022 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

“God could not be everywhere at once, so he gave each child a mother.” 

- Hasidic saying 

 

Mother’s Day is upon us once again, a day to honour the most important person in our 
lives: the one who gave us birth, brought us through infancy, celebrated each milestone, 
answered our questions, put up with our misdeeds, and through it all gave us love. My 
mother did all this for me, and for this I thank her. But as wonderful as these things are, 
my mother gave me a more wonderful gift still.  She raised me to become the person God 
intended me to be, that I use my life to serve Jesus and my neighbour.  
 

Mum was a great role model for her family.  Over the years she taught us countless 
lessons.  Mum was by no means perfect, but what mattered most to her was being a 
mother.  She focussed her whole life on her children and that reflected both a personal 
desire and her worldview. To her, children were paramount. They deserved happiness 
and safety and a future full of possibilities. She wanted all of this for her children. 
 

Mum’s life was by no means an easy one. The hardworking, pioneering spirit of that 
generation required everybody in the household to contribute with much energy and time 
just to make a living. So, too, for our Mother. Raising four children, washing, ironing, 
cooking, cleaning, gardening, keeping the children clothed, at times did not leave much 
energy or time for personal projects. Mum always did what had to be done.  Life, for her, 
had more in it than food, shelter and warmth. She lived out the Bible passage about being 
content with such things as you have. She taught her children the value of life and the real 
meaning of sacrificial love by demonstrating it with her daily life. 
 

I cannot thank God enough for the love of my mother and for her deep relationship with 
my father.  Even though they could never be called a "perfect" couple, it was obvious to 
us children that our parents loved God, each other and each one of us.   Not a day goes 
by that I don’t think of my mother and thank God for the privilege of having shared my life 
with her.  Although her passing leaves a tremendous hole in our family; her life, suffering 
and death will challenge and inspire us all for the rest of our lives.  For those of you who 
are blessed enough to still have your mums, take this opportunity to tell those you love 
how much you appreciate having them in your lives, for you never know how long they will 
be with you.  
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our mums, grandmothers and mother figures. 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

Geraldine Rostirolla   

Principal      

 
 

 

 

Term Two 
 

Mother’s Day Picnic 
Friday 6 May 

 

Blessing and 
Opening 

Friday 13 May 
 

NAPLAN 
10-20 May 

 
National Walk 

Safely to School 
Day  

Friday 20 May 
 

School Photo’s 
24 – 25 May 

 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

26/27 May 
 

Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 15 June 
 

Mackay Show 
Holiday 

Thursday 16 June 
 

_____________________________ 
 

 

OUR SCHOOL  
MISSION 

STATEMENT 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

RE Matters  
 

 

ONE FOR THE MUMS – A BLESSING 

   God bless you when it’s Mother’s Day  

      and each day all year through,  

God grant that faith and hope and love  

         will always come to you,  

God be your friend, your guiding light,  

           forever on life’s way, 

  God keep you in His loving care 

         Today and every day. 
 

 
 

CELEBRATING MOTHER’S DAY  
 

Our Mother’s Day picnic will take place in the playground between the library and Year Two/Prep building 

tomorrow, Friday 6 May at 10:30am. Please bring a chair or rug and morning tea to share with your child/ren. 

We look forward to welcoming as many mums as possible.  

 

 
 

MAY - MONTH OF MARY 

 
 

FROM MARY we learn to surrender to God’s will in all things. 

FROM MARY we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone.  

FROM MARY we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son of God!  
 

(Pope Saint John Paul II) 

 
 

 
 

When I was at school we prayed ‘The Angelus’ 

every day. The Angelus bell would ring at noon  

and we would stand for prayer. The Angelus is 

based on the Annunciation story. It recalls that  

Mary said ‘Yes!” to God, that she agreed to be  

the mother of Jesus. Mary was scared and  

unsure, but she trusted God and answered His 

call.  

 

Traditionally this devotion was repeated three 

times a day and gave ordinary people the 

opportunity to sanctify their everyday lives with 

regular pauses for prayer.  

 

The Angelus (Traditional)   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xPERfvbpVg 

 

  

A Children’s Angelus 
  

The Angel Gabriel told Mary that God had  

chosen her to have a very special baby.  

Hail Mary…...   
  

Mary agreed to God’s plan.  She said,  

‘Let it happen to me as you have said.’ 

Hail Mary…...   
  

And Jesus was born and lived among us.  

Hail Mary…...   
  

Holy Mary, please pray for us,  

that our love for Jesus may grow stronger every day. 
  

Let us pray:  

O Lord, fill our hearts with your love,  

warming our hearts and brightening our way.  

May Christ our Saviour bring light and life into this  

world, and to us, as we wait for His coming.  

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xPERfvbpVg


 
 

2021/2022 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Students participating in the parish Sacramental Program will be Confirmed by Bishop 

Michael McCarthy next month. Please continue to keep them and their families in your 

prayers as they complete their preparation and receive the sacrament.  

 

Family Workshop – Confirmation 
Wednesday 11 May  6:30pm St Joseph’s School Hall 

Sunday 15 May 10:15am St Joseph’s School Hall 

Parent / Child Interviews 
Monday – Thursday 
16 – 19 May 

3:30pm – 5:00pm St Joseph’s Parish Centre 

Practice for the Celebration 
(for Confirmation on Thursday 26 May) 

Tuesday 24 May   3:30pm St Joseph’s Church 

Practice for the Celebration 
(for Confirmation on Friday 27 May) 

Wednesday 25 May  3:30pm St Joseph’s Church 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

Thursday 26 May 6:00pm St Joseph’s Church 

Friday 27 May   5:00pm St Joseph’s Church 

Friday 27 May   7:00pm St Joseph’s Church 

 

 
THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS  

 

Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Paul and Barnabas are expelled from Antioch. 
 

Revelation 7:9, 14-17 
John sees people of every race before the throne. 

 

John 10:27-30 
The gift of eternal life. 

 
 

For weekly Gospel readings, reflections and meditations go to http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au/ 
 

Download this week’s parish bulletin @  https://rok.catholic.net.au/parish/mackay-st-josephs/# 
 

For Parish News, updates and to book for weekend Masses go to the Catholic Parishes of North Mackay 

and Farleigh Facebook page. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT - GRATITUDE 
 

Gratitude is the quality of being thankful and showing appreciation.  It is a mindful acknowledgement of all that 

we have been given.  When we focus on the abundance in our lives, we discover a greater capacity for 

generosity, cheerfulness and contentment. 
 

“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.” (Meister Eckhart) 

 

 
Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

 

http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au/
https://rok.catholic.net.au/parish/mackay-st-josephs/


 
 

Curriculum Corner 
 

NATIONAL CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA ON STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY 
 

All schools in Australia are required to participate in the 2022 Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 

Students with Disability.  

All Australian governments have agreed to work together to implement a new annual national data collection on 

school students with disability. This data collection process has been phased in over a three year period from 

2013-2015.  

In 2015, the first full national collection of data on school students with disability occurred in all Australian 

schools. From then on, this data collection occurs in every school, every year, along with other school data 

collections. 

What does disability mean? 

This national data collection reinforces the actions required of schools under the National Disability 

Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005. The significant change with this 

collection is the use of a broader definition of disability than the one currently used to identify and allocate 

resources in educational systems. As a result, of this shift in the definition we believe that more students in our 

community, may be considered eligible for identification in the data collection. These laws mean that schools 

and education systems are required to make, where needed, reasonable adjustments for students with disability. 

Please click on the link below to read further information for parents available on the NCCD portal:  
https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20sheet%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20carers.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum 

 

 

 

Strategic Priorities 2022 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20sheet%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20carers.pdf


 
 

APA News 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE TAKEN ON: 

Tuesday 24 May and Wednesday 25 May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTO INFORMATION 
 

• Online orders - Do not require an envelope returned to your school 

• Sibling Photos - Don’t forget to pre-order your sibling photos online up to 24 hours before photo day. 

We provide your school with a list of sibling orders right up to the day of photography, so no one 

misses out. If you miss the online order deadline, you can submit a completed sibling order envelope 

first thing in the morning of the day of photography, so your school is aware you want the photo taken 

and can bring your children together in time for it. Sibling photographs only apply to children enrolled at 

your school.  

• Late fees - A late fee will be applied to each package purchased after photo day due to the additional 

cost of producing these packages separately 

• Package delivery - Photographic packages will be returned to your school for distribution 

approximately six weeks after photos are taken 

• Previous Years’ photos - Past years’ photographs including sports, co-curricular and representative 

groups are also available to order under the “previous years or group photo” tabs at your school’s 

advancedorder site when you click on the “Order School Photos Here” button above. You can also 

order past packages, portrait images and gifts from your child’s unique, individual and secure 

advancedyou image archive site using the unique 9 digit image code found on packages you have 

ordered in the past 

• If you have any questions, comments or feedback relating to your advancedlife experience please 

contact us at: www.advancedlife.com.au/contact 

Payment Options 

NEW 

advancedlife now offers Latitude Pay! To take advantage of LatitudePay and split the cost of 
your order into 10 small easy payments, simply order your school photos online as usual, set 
up a Latitude Pay account in just a few clicks and pay no interest or fees when you pay 
according to your payment schedule: it’s that easy. 

3 easy ways to purchase: 

1. LatitudePay – Click on the link below, set up an account during the online order 
process and split your payments across 10 weeks with no interest or fees, if you pay 
on time 

2. Visa, MasterCard or PayPal 
3. Cash – complete the envelope supplied and return it to our photographer on photo 

day 

Or visit: www.advancedlife.com.au 
And enter online order code: R78 KWL A81 

 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/yNVkCD1vJLi3VwQNFlMSXp?domain=advancedlife.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UPbcCANp9GsEWBMLh9I2vw?domain=advancedlife.com.au


 
 

SAVE THE DATE - WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karla Falzon 

Acting Assistant Principal Administration 
 

 

 

COVID Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School wishes to advise you that, during the past week, we have been 

notified of positive cases of COVID-19 in our school community.   
 

Our school regularly consults with the Catholic Education Office and relevant authorities and 
continues to follow the advice of Queensland Health regarding cleaning requirements.  
 

Queensland Health has advised that no quarantine of students or staff is required. 
 

As COVID-19 remains active in our community we ask you to continue to monitor your 
child’s/children’s health and if they develop any flu-like symptoms:  

• Keep your child/children at home 

• Seek a PCR or Rapid Antigen test where it is recommended and notify the school of 
positive results. Please be aware, a negative COVID test does not change the requirement 
to be symptom free to attend school.  

• Follow the advice of Queensland Health  
 

As we continue to navigate the pandemic, please remind your child/ren to:  

• maintain good hand hygiene at all times 

• cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of their elbow and dispose of tissues 
in the bin immediately. 

• practice social distancing from others where possible 

• wear masks when required 
 

We will continue to work closely with health authorities to keep our school community informed 
of any developments and advice. Thank you once again for your ongoing support. 

  

 

 

Join us for the 2022  

National Walk Safely to School Day 

on Friday 20 May 



 
 

The Arts 
 

EISTEDDFOD CHOIRS 2022 
 

SCHOOL CHOIR – Rehearsals commence at 8am each Wednesday.  

Attendance is important each week as eisteddfod preparations have 

begun.   

 

EISTEDDFOD CHOIRS for Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 will continue to rehearse 

each week this term, to prepare for the 2022 Eisteddfod which will be held 

in Term Three.   

 

MUSICAL TREAT 
 

All students in the School Choir and the Rock Pop Mime team have been invited to attend the Mackay Musical 

Comedy Player’s performance of SHREK – The Musical in Term 2.  Letters were given to these students at 

the end of last term.  Tickets are $15.  Permission forms and money are due to Mrs Miller by Friday 6 May. 

 

 

Linda Miller 

Music Teacher 

 

Playground After School Rules 
 

At the closure of the school day, all students are required to move immediately to the Pickup Zone. Students 

who are going to After School Care or walking /riding home are required to be on their way as soon as they 

are released from class.   

The Pickup Zone is supervised by teachers. Other areas of the school are not supervised after school. Our 

school’s Prep Adventure Playground is out of bounds before and after school. Any play areas within the school 

must be supervised by staff members.  

We ask parents to ensure that their children are not on this equipment before and/or after school. Our school 

rules must be adhered to by all students at all times. Students should not be running around or playing after 

school whilst waiting for parents. Parents who collect their child after school and remain on school grounds are 

reminded that their children are under their supervision during this time. We ask all parents to please adhere 

to these rules and thank you for your understanding and co-operation. 

 

Student Council 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the Term Two Student Representatives who received 

their badges at Assembly last Friday. 

 

Don’t they look FABULOUS in their new Leadership Shirts! 

 



 
 

Welcome to the Family 
 

 

A warm Emmanuel welcome to all of our new students and families. We are happy and excited that you have 

joined our community and are looking forward to sharing the school year with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuckshop News  

 

Please Note: It is imperative that volunteers DO NOT attend tuckshop if they are unwell, have anyone at home 

who is unwell or have been in contact with anyone who has COVID-19. Proof of vaccination is required 

(Queensland Government mandate). 

 

 

Angie and Carly 

Tuckshop 

 

 

Term 2 School Fee Statements 
 

Term 2 School Fee Statements were emailed to all families on Tuesday 3 May, with payment due by 17 

May.  Statements can also be viewed via parent lounge using the ‘make a payment’ tab from the menu bar 

and clicking on the paperclip.  If you did not receive your statement, please advise the finance office. 

 

Monday 9 May HELP WANTED 
 

Tuesday 10 May 
 

Shirley Bloom 
 

Wednesday 11 May 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

Thursday 12 May 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

Friday 13 May 
 

Kara Shepherd 
Karen Eveleigh 
HELP WANTED 

 

  

 

 



 
 

 

Travel Subsidy 
 

 

Student travel rebate applications are only open 

in May for Semester One. 

 

Please visit https://schooltransport.com.au/   to 

check if you are eligible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay connected with us by following our Facebook page for   

   regular updates, photos and stories 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

All sibling enrolment applications need to be received

 ASAP to ensure a position for 2023. 

 

 

https://schooltransport.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelCatholicPrimarySchool/


 
 

 


