
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 August 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 

‘To be Trusted is a greater compliment than being loved’  

George Macdonald 

 

Trust in individuals is vital in an era where trust is no longer a staple of common life. Through 

sport, politics and international relations, levels of trust have decreased and cynicism has 

often taken its place. 

 

In Education this trend is no different. As a student my parents and the majority of parents 

had a complete, respectful and distant association with the school. The school was backed 

ahead of the child often at the expense of the child. Students were exceptionally resilient, 

often harshly done by and with the use of capital punishment; by today’s expectations, some 

would argue, physically assaulted. The curriculum was much narrower with things like social, 

emotional and mental wellbeing rarely, if at all, ever focused on. There were much more 

consistent (rightly or wrongly) parenting approaches and expectations on students, their sleep 

time, their chores and what good manners were!  

 

During my time, 40 years in education, I have seen the pendulum swing significantly in the 

other direction. Schools and teachers are now in a culture of justification, accountability and 

documentation. There is often a belief now in the child ahead of the school. Schools provide 

and accommodate and differentiate more than any other time, we are much more positive in 

our focus than any other time in history, more broad in curriculum exposure whilst being 

criticised much more readily through the media than ever before. Parenting approaches vary 

much more broadly and expectations around sleep times, diet, pocket money, outside school 

commitments for students are also much more varied.  

 

In terms of the pendulum swinging, somewhere in the middle of these two extremes would 

be ideal from my point of view. Neither extreme is close to what I would believe is an ideal 

climate or culture. I hope that we are still and will keep aspiring to get the ‘best of these 

worlds!’  
 

What level of trust do we place in our child’s school? 

What level of trust does the school deserve to receive? 

What level of trust do parents deserve from the school? 

What effort do we expect of ourselves and of others in making this happen? 

 

If we all just tried 2% harder to live out the second quote above, I really believe this would 

transform any school community culture for the better! 

 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

Term Planner 
 August 

Fri 3: Picnic Lunch 

12:30pm 

 Mackay District 

Athletics 

Tues 7: Prep Liturgy 

Wed 14:  Year 3 Liturgy 

Wed 22:  Book Week Parade 

Thurs 23: Year 4 Mass 

Sun 26: Optiminds 

Regional Final 

Wed 29: Feast Day Mass 

Sept 

Wed 5: Year 1 Liturgy 

Mon 10 – Fri 14:  

Yr 6 Camp 

Tues 11: Year 2 Liturgy 

Fri 21:  

 Last day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 Assembly 

Friday 

9am 



 

LUNCH IN THE PARK – A REFLECTION 
 

There once was a little boy who wanted to meet God. 

He knew it was a long trip to where God lived, so he 

packed his suitcase with cupcakes, several cans of 

lemonade and started on his journey.  
 

When he had gone about three blocks, he saw an 

elderly woman.  She was sitting on a park bench 

watching the pigeons.  The boy sat down next to her and 

opened his suitcase.  He was about to take a drink of 

lemonade when he noticed the old lady looked hungry, 

so he offered her a cupcake.  She gratefully accepted 

and smiled at him.  Her smile was so wonderful that he 

wanted to see it again, so he offered her a drink of 

lemonade as well.  Once again she smiled at him.  The 

boy was delighted!  
 

They sat there all afternoon eating and smiling and 

never saying a word. 
 

As it began to grow dark, the boy realised how tired he 

was and wanted to go home. He got up to leave, but 

before he had gone no more than a few steps, he turned 

around and ran back to the old woman, giving her a hug.  

She gave him her biggest smile ever. 
 

When the boy arrived home his mother was surprised 

by the look of joy on his face.  She asked, “What has 

made you so happy today?”  He replied, “I had lunch 

with God!” Before his mother could respond, he added, 

“You know what? She’s got the most beautiful smile in 

the whole world!” 
 

Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, 

returned to her home.  Her son was stunned by the look 

of peace on her face. He asked, “Mother, what has 

made you so happy today?” She replied, “I ate cupcakes 

in the park with God.” And before her son could reply, 

she added, “You know he is much younger than I 

expected.”   (Author Unknown) 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Exodus 16:2-4. 12-15 

Manna from heaven. 

Psalm 77:3-4. 23-25. 54. R. v.24 

The Lord gave them bread from 
heaven. 

Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 

Lay aside your former way of life. 

John 6:24-35 

Jesus is the bread of life. 
 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
Students participating in the Sacramental Program in 

the Farleigh Parish will receive their First Holy 

Communion this Saturday night.  Please continue to 

keep them in your prayers as they complete their 

preparation. 
 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK  
 

This week is Catholic Education Week in Queensland. 

The theme for this year’s celebrations is ‘Discovering 

New Horizons.’ 

 
 

On Tuesday morning the Cafe2U coffee van visited our 

school. A number of parents and staff enjoyed coffee 

and a chat as part of our Catholic Education Week 

activities. It was lovely to see Sr Lila here to share in the 

fun. Photos celebrating the great things that happen at 

Emmanuel every 

day were 

displayed for all to 

see. A big thank 

you to Therese 

Mattes for her 

organisation of 

this gathering. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

This week students in all classes have been creating 

visual representations of our Vision and Mission 

Statements and the Student Council have been hosting 

games and activities at playtime. 

 

Tomorrow we are having a picnic and all members of 

our Emmanuel Family are invited to bring along lunch to 

share with their children.  Lunch will start at 12:30pm. It 

is always a lovely way to end the week and we look 

forward to as many parents as possible joining in this 

celebration.  

 

Religious Education 
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MASSES AND LITURGIES 

Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 

Masses. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel 

Chapel to celebrate year level Masses at 9am on the 

dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
  
Tuesday 7 August  Prep Liturgy  

Wednesday 14 August  Year Three Liturgy 

Thursday 23 August   Year Four Mass   

Wednesday 5 September Year One Liturgy 

Tuesday 11 September  Year Two Liturgy 
 

Fr Stephen celebrated ‘Kindness’ with our Year Six 

students this morning. 
 

FEAST DAY MASS  

On the 6 August each year the Church celebrates the 

Feast of The Transfiguration of the Lord. It is the Fourth 

Luminous Mystery of the Rosary and tells the story of 

Jesus being transformed and of God proclaiming from 

heaven that "This is my beloved Son." The 

Transfiguration is our school feast day and each year 

we gather at a special Mass to remember that ‘God is 

with us.’  

 
This Mass will be celebrated at St Joseph’s Church on 

Wednesday 29 August. 
 

 
 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT –  GENEROSITY 
Generosity is one of the best ways to show love and 

friendship. You share freely, not with the idea of 

receiving something in return.  Someone showing 

generosity is happy to give time, money, food, or 

kindness to people in need. When you are generous, 

you put others before yourself. When you're forgiving, 

kind and gentle to people, you 

show generosity of spirit.  
  

 “We make a living by what 

we get, but we make a life by 

what we give.”  

  (Winston Churchill) 

 

NO CHAPEL MASS 
Mass will not be celebrated in the Emmanuel Chapel 

next Thursday 9 August. Hope to see you the following 

week. 

 
Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

 

YEAR 6 OUTBACK QLD 
EDUCATION TOUR 2018 
The Year 6 Camp plans are well underway, with 

students due to leave Monday, 10 September 2018.    It 

is the school’s policy that payment of school fees be up 

to date in order for students to attend the camp.  Please 

contact the finance office, or Miss Rostirolla if you need 

to discuss this matter. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SURVEY 

Emmanuel is always seeking ways to improve our 

students’ academic achievements and social/emotional 

well-being.  Your child is important to us and like you, 

we want the best for the children in our care.    

To assist us with this task we would like feedback from 

you.  Over the next two weeks, you will receive a survey 

that will cover the 4 main aspects of the school: 

1. Catholic Ethos & Identity 

2. Effective Teaching & Learning 

3. Pastoral Support & Well Being 

4. Leadership, Partnership and Resourcing 

We ask you to thoughtfully fill in and submit the 

survey.  The survey results will be used to inform our 

improvement agenda. 

The more responses we receive, the more able we are 

to inform our current practice.  We ask that you please 

support the school by completing the survey, in order for 

us to achieve the best possible outcomes for the 

students of Emmanuel.  

POLICY REVIEW – HOMEWORK POLICY  

The staff and School Board have recently reviewed the 

Emmanuel Homework Policy.  The amended policy is 

attached to this week’s newsletter.  Feedback from 

parents is both welcomed and appreciated.  If you wish 

to comment on the revised version of the Emmanuel 

Homework Policy, please email your feedback to 

enm@rok.catholic.edu.au 



BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 

Emmanuel will be celebrating Book Week during Week 

6, Monday 20 August to Friday 24 August. This year’s 

theme is Find Your Treasure. We will be 

celebrating our Book Week Parade on WEDNESDAY 

22 AUGUST.  Children are invited to come to school 

dressed as their favourite book character.  A parade will 

take place at 9.00am.  Parents are most welcome to 

attend.  

This year we would like to publish some of the children’s 

writing, if your child has a piece of writing they are 

particularly proud of, please hand in a copy to their 

classroom teacher accompanied with a photo of your 

child.  During Book Week their stories will be published 

and on display in the Library for the students to read.  

Parents are welcome to visit the library and read the 

wonderful work produced by our very talented students. 

Perhaps during Book Week, you would like to set a 

family challenge to encourage all family members to 

read more; to read together; discuss your favourite 

books and authors. 

 

 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 
 

This year, the year 5 students have been focusing on 

their summary skills, including the skill of identifying key 

points in a text. One example of presenting summaries 

is through video summaries.  In this way, the students 

who are not always able to clearly articulate their 

thinking in writing are provided with the opportunity to 

reveal the depth and breadth of their thought in a 

different medium (Strategies that work, Stephanie 

Harvey and Anne Goudvis). 

 

 

 

The topic of democracy was explored using a Behind 

the News clip, sentence starters and video recordings 

on the iPads.  The students were able to gain a deeper 

understanding of this form of leadership for their HASS 

learning but they were also able to perfect their 

summary skills using technology.  

 
 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Corner 

Prep Rhythm Johal 
Danio Linson  
Zali MacKenzie 

Charlie van der Linden 
Gabrielle McLean 
 

Year 
1 

Grace Davidson 
Jack Northam 

Harper Sanderson 

Year 
2 

Tanner Alloway 
Stevie Saunders 
Chloe Connolly 

Evie LeGarde 
Jack Shepherd 

Year 
3 

Molly Phillips 
Hailee Slater 
Billy Norris 
Lili-Ellen Dreger 

Oliver Kippen 
Michael Powell-

Templeton 
Daniel Jackson 

Year 
4 

Leah Denning 
Ava Northam 
Lila McGrath 

Tui-Lee Malone 
Zarcina Pace 
Lachlan Warren 

Year 
5 

Laniece Pace 
Lachlan Morgan 
Emma James 

Aja Rose 
Sophie Erichsen 
Matthew Lowe 

Year 
6 

Harry Kidd 
Adriano Messina 

Lily Knudsen 
Parker McGovern 

 

 

Virtue Vouchers 

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 

 9am Each Week 

Picnic Lunch 

12:30pm Tuckshop Area 



NAIDOC Week Competition Winners 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OSHC 

 

We would like to welcome Miss Sarah Nixon to our 

service.  Sarah is currently studying her Bachelor of 

Education (Secondary) and will be our Relief Educator 

throughout the week and during Vacation Care. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO FAMILIES 

I will be away the following dates - Tuesday 7, 

Wednesday 8 and Thursday 9 of August as I will be 

attending a Student Protection In-service in 

Rockhampton.  Please email any correspondence to 

ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au or you can phone 

0429 311 579 or contact the school on 49 425 999 and 

leave a message.   

 

 

 

 

OSHC Staff are available at the following times:  

Monday and Tuesdays from 1.30pm 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2.00pm and 

Fridays at 1.00pm. 

Mrs Debbie Faix, Mrs Maryanne Vella, Miss Jacinta 

Semple and Miss Sarah Nixon will be working at the 

service during my absence. 

A useful link for issues with the new CCS is 

www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-

help/centrelink/confirm-your-childs-enrolment-

details-child-care-subsidy.  

If you would like to enrol your child at this service, or 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Lauren Gossweiler 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 3 
Monday 6 Aug Ailsa Stafford 
Tuesday 7 Aug Lisa Fry 
Wednesday 8 Aug Alice Symons 

Asinate Waqa 
Thursday 9 Aug HELP WANTED 
Friday 10 Aug Teresa Crowe 

Megan Fraser 

Tracey Keough 

Thank You 
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