
 

 

 

 

 

 

22 March 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak  

But their echoes are truly endless”   

(Mother Teresa) 

A very powerful instrument for building up students, families and community is our 

speech. Words of praise or encouragement nourish self-esteem, build, develop and 

strengthen relationships. Words spoken with enthusiasm stimulate interest and 

motivate learning. Skilful questioning can promote deeper thinking and reflection. 

The way in which we speak to each other is not only a sign of how we feel about and 

respect others, but also a sign of how we feel about and respect ourselves.  

Sometimes we find ourselves ‘too busy’ to take the time to be with others and to have 

a chat. When we do, we are reminded about how good it makes us feel to make the 

time to say that special kind word. Communication does not only depend on words 

alone but on the tenderness with which they are spoken.  

Jesus,  

you spoke to people in ways that changed their lives,  

you spoke words of gentleness.  

“Come to me all who are tired from carrying heavy loads,  

and I will give you rest”.  

You spoke words of reassurance.  

“Courage, my daughter! Your faith has made you well.”  

You spoke words of challenge, grounded in compassion.  

“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to cast the stone.” 

May our families and our community be places of many kind words whose echoes 
are truly timeless. 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
        

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 
 March 

Fri 23: Assembly 9am 

Sun 25: Palm Sunday 

Wed 28: Catholic Schools 

Swimming Carnival 

Thurs 29: Last Day of Term 

 Stations of the Cross 

9:45am 

Fri 30: Good Friday – 

Public Holiday 

April 

Mon 16: Pupil Free Day 

Tues 17: School Resumes 

Wed 25: ANZAC Day 

Public Holiday 

May 

Mon 7: Labour Day 

 

 

 



 

HELPING JANIE CRY – A REFLECTION 
A little girl was late coming home for supper. Her mother 

demanded to know where she had been. 

The little girl replied that she had stopped to help Janie, 

whose bicycle was broken in a fall. 

"But you don't know anything about fixing bicycles," her 

mother responded. 

"I know that," the girl said. "I just stopped to help her 

cry." 

 

Not many of us know anything about fixing bicycles, 

either. And when our friends have fallen and broken, not 

their bicycles but their lives, none of us knows how to fix 

that. We simply cannot "fix" someone else's life, even 

though that's what we would like most to do. But like the 

little girl, we can stop to help them cry. That is the best 

we can do. And that is a lot! 

 

(by Murray Lancaster) 
http://www.inspirationalstories.com/7/735.html 

 

 
 

HOLY WEEK  
Holy Week, which precedes the celebration of the 

Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, is the most 

important week of the church year. It starts on Palm 

Sunday, sometimes called Passion Sunday, and 

continues through Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter Saturday.  During Holy Week we remember 

Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, last supper, 

agony in the garden, betrayal, passion and death on the 

cross. We remember that Jesus’ body was placed in the 

tomb. The week that begins in celebration ends in 

despair. It is not until Easter Sunday that we rejoice in 

and recall Jesus’ resurrection.  

Next week is Holy Week. The Year Six students will 

dramatise the Stations of the Cross and lead us in 

prayer.  All members of the Emmanuel community 

are invited to share in the memory of Jesus’ 

Passion. It will take place in the Marist Centre at 

9:45am on Thursday 29 March.  All welcome.  

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT –  

FRIENDLINESS 

“Be friendly and all of life will reflect 

friendliness.”  (Rajneesh)  

Friendliness is being a friend, through good times and 

bad.  You take an interest in other people and make 

them feel welcome.  You share your belongings, your 

time and yourself.  Friendliness is the best cure for 

loneliness.  No one is left out when you are friendly. 

“Friendship is not a big thing; it is a million little 

things.”  (Unknown) 

HOLY WEEK CEREMONIES 
It would be wonderful if your family could experience the 

richness of the Holy Week and Easter liturgies in our 

parish churches this year. The ceremonies are as 

follows: 

PALM SUNDAY 
Jesus' triumphant entrance into Jerusalem will be 

celebrated at all parish Masses this weekend. 

HOLY THURSDAY 29 MARCH 

(Mass of the Lord’s Supper) 

St Joseph’s Church – North Mackay  7.00pm 

St Brigid’s Church – Farleigh  7.00pm 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 30 MARCH  

(Outdoor Stations of the Cross) 

St Brigid’s Church – Farleigh  7.00am 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 30 MARCH  

(Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion with 

Holy Communion) 

St Brendan’s Church – Bucasia           11.00am 

St Joseph’s Church – North Mackay 3.00pm 

St Brigid’s Church – Farleigh  3.00pm 

Star of the Sea Church – Seaforth 3.00pm 

St Helen’s Church – Calen  3.00pm 

St Peter’s Church – Midge Point  3.00pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY EASTER VIGIL – 31 MARCH 

St Joseph’s Church – Mackay  6.00pm 

St Brigid’s Church – Farleigh  6.30pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MASS – 1 APRIL 

Star of the Sea Church – Seaforth 7.00am 

St Brendan’s Church – Bucasia  7.30am 

St Joseph’s Church – North Mackay 9.00am 

St Helen’s Church – Calen  9.00am 

St Peter’s Church – Midge Point  9.15am 

 

 

Religious Education 

http://www.inspirationalstories.com/7/735.html


EASTER RAFFLE  
Students are encouraged 

to buy tickets in our Easter 

Raffle. There a lots of 

prizes and they are great 

value at a cost of 50 cents 

each or three for $1.00.  All 

money raised will be forwarded to the missions. Our 

Year Six Leaders will be selling the tickets before school 

and at lunchtime each day. The raffle will be drawn next 

week. 

 

COIN LINE CHALLENGE 
Our Coin Line Challenge, with a 

combined length of 278.8 metres and 

total value of $2285.95, was a 

wonderful success. It was a close 

contest with the coin lines of three 

classes measuring more than 20 

metres and five classes raising more 

than $130. 
 

The class with the longest 

line was 2B.  Their coin line 

was 24.5 metres long.  

With an amazing value of 

$153.35 the class whose line 

was worth the most was 2B.   

Congratulations on an amazing effort 2B. This class has 

enjoyed an ice-block and extra playtime.  
 

Thank you to all families who 

contributed gold and silver 

coins to this challenge. The 

money raised will be 

forwarded to the Missions.  

 

CHOOSE KIND #loveothers 
Last week Year 5E led our Friday morning assembly in 

prayer. They shared with us the important messages 

associated with the National Day of Action Against 

Bullying and Violence. This prayer reinforced the 

student council’s ‘CHOOSE KIND’ campaign and 

reminded us that we all have a choice – we can all 

choose to do the right thing – and if these choices are 

made with love, we will accept and care for each other. 

We will celebrate diversity and be concerned with the 

safety and dignity of all.  

 

When Jesus was on Earth, He gave us a new 

commandment – Love one another as I have loved you.  

Jesus taught us to do this through the parables and in 

the way He treated people. He stood up to bullies, ate 

with tax collectors and cured lepers. He challenged 

selfishness and self-righteousness.  

 

The students encouraged us to make loving choices 

and to practise kindness and acceptance every day. 

They prayed that we would treat each other as we would 

like to be treated.  

 

Each member of the student council then suggested 

simple and practical ways to show kindness to others. 

These included sharing a cheery ‘Good Morning’, a 

happy smile, a compliment and encouraging others. 

 

EVERYONE BELONGS 
At Emmanuel we celebrated 

Harmony Day yesterday.  

Many students and teachers 

wore something orange and 

all classes participated in 

activities that promote 

respect and acceptance.  

Two ‘Harmony 

Trees’ dressed 

with ‘heritage 

hands’ are the 

centrepiece of a 

display in the 

library. Each 

student 

contributed a 

hand that 

represents 

themselves and 

their cultural background. It looks amazing and has 

prompted lots of discussion. 

A big thank you to Kirsty Mooney and the Learning 

Support team who organised and assembled this 

display. 

         Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

 

NAPLAN Online Practice Test 

Next week students in Year 3 and Year 5 will be 

participating in the NAPLAN Online Practice Test.  The 

NAPLAN Practice Test will be conducted at Emmanuel 

next Tuesday 27 March.  Year 3 and Year 5 students 

are not being tested at this time, they are operating 

our technology devices to ensure the school’s 

technical capabilities and the NAPLAN Online Platform 

are ready in preparation for NAPLAN Online in Term 2. 

Tuesday 27 March, 2018 
9:15am-10:15am Year 3 Omnibus (Reading, Spelling, 

Grammar & Punctuation) 

11:15am-12:15pm Year 5 Omnibus (Reading, Spelling, 
Grammar & Punctuation) 

Curriculum Corner 



How reading 20 minutes a day 
impacts your child 

 

Starting in kindergarten, if a student reads 20 minutes a 
day at home, they will hear 1.8 million words per 
year.  They will have read for 851 hours by 6th grade and 
on standardized tests, they will likely score better than 
90% of their peers. 
This is compelling data on the benefits of encouraging 
your child to read. 

Helps in language development 
From the time your child is born, reading out loud is a 
positive influence. As your child grows, daily reading will 
help the brain make connections between the written 
and spoken word, widening vocabulary in the process. 

Adding to that benefit, vocabulary knowledge equates to 
masterful spelling. In fact, reading, spelling and 
vocabulary are critically important to a child's lifelong 
achievement. 

Promotes brain development 
Educators have long said reading makes people 
smarter, and there’s research backing them up. A 
recent study conducted by the American Academy of 
Paediatrics found reading to children of any age wakens 
a number of regions in the left part of the brain. The 
areas in the brain that become active involve 
understanding the meaning of words and concepts tied 
to memory. 
  
Aids in understanding of a world outside our own 
Reading is more than just translating written words into 
verbal form; it is about understanding those words were 
once ideas in the minds of great thinkers. It is about 
realizing those ideas can be connected to personal 
experiences. 

Through daily 
reading, children are 
exposed to a world 
outside their own 
reality. It expands 
their know-how, 
opens their minds 
and creates the 
potential for a 
continuation of ideas 
and an endless 
number of 
possibilities. 

Strengthens family 
relationships 
There is nothing 
quite like reading 
together as a family. 
Whether you're 
flipping through 
picture books with 
your little ones or 
sitting in the same 
room with older kids 
while, each 

immersed in a piece of literature, these are times you 
remember. 

For a moment, you are all able to escape worries and 
experience art in written form. It is something that can 
be recreated in different forms with every new book and 
family read-a-thon. 
https://www.wcpo.com/brand-spotlight   

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 
 

DISCO – THANK YOU 
Last Friday night, Emmanuel students danced the night 
away to the sounds of the Holy Spirit College Digital 
DJ’s.  A very big thank you to the boys from HSC who 
provided the music and lights.  Thank you also to our 
P&F Association who cooked the BBQ, our Tuckshop 
helpers who worked tirelessly to provide food and drinks 
on the night, and the Emmanuel staff for providing 
supervision.  Finally, a very big thank you to Geoff and 
Julie Baguley, who provided the fence panels for the 
Disco. Thank you so much to all of those generous 
parents and friends who helped to make the Disco a 
great event for the students. All proceeds will go to our 
Adopt-a-Cop, Constable Pete, for his fundraising efforts 
in the “World’s Greatest Shave.”  Thank you all for your 
support of such a great event.   

 

Prep Archie Brady 
Brooklyn Nock 
Savannah Danes 

Finnigan Sproule 
Pyper Donnelly 
Sophie Moss 

Year 
1 

Zara Kirby 
Taylor Borg 

Finn Bow 

Year 
2 

Paolo Lo Presti 
Jarrod Borg 
Ruby Renton 

Elliot Garnham 
Imogen Argus 
Matthew Jossy 

Year 
3 

Ryan De Pinto 
Lily Buckeridge 
Alyssa Synnott 
Millie Byrne 

Ava Sanderson 
Mia Dennis 
Hudson Synnott 

Year 
4 

Ava Busby 
Indie Webster 
Alana Hyde 
Blake Grimshaw 

Sienna Brooke 
Ben Taylor 
Adaleen Bell 
Lucy Renton 

Year 
5 

Ella Norris 
Jesse Marshall 
Clara Chow 

Alexi Roberts 
Christian Camilleri 

Year 
6 

Claire Dodds 
Tex Pearce 
Nate Jackson 

Tyla Saron 
Demi Dennis 
Caleb Brady 

 

Virtue Vouchers 
Friday 16 February 

http://www.aappublications.org/content/early/2015/04/25/aapnews.20150425-4?sso=1&sso_redirect_count=1&nfstatus=401&nftoken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+No+local+token
https://www.wcpo.com/brand-spotlight


NOTICEBOARD 
Parents are advised that there are quite a few notices in 

regards to sport, cultural events, competitions, etc which 

are displayed on the noticeboard at the entrance to the 

school office.  We are unable to publish all of these in 

the school newsletter, but regularly update notices 

provided by community organisations.   

 QUEEN'S BATON 
RELAY 
Thank you to Mrs Lisa-
Maree Doyle for 
accompanying our 
students, Harry and 
Nicholas to the 
Queen's Baton Relay 
on Tuesday afternoon.  
It was wonderful for 
these Emmanuel 
students to attend 
such a momentous 
occasion.  Thank you 
once again Lisa-Maree, Harry and Nicholas for 
attending this event. 

CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS 
Emmanuel Cross Country Trials will be held on the oval: 

- 11 year olds -  Tuesday 27 March 8.00am 
- 10 year olds -  Monday 26 March 8.00am 

Any student who is unable to attend the trials will need 

to see Mr Cureton to arrange an alternative time trial.  

 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Last Wednesday the children participated in the 

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School Interhouse 

Swimming Carnival. Competition between the houses 

was close, however in the end the Champion House for 

2018 was McBride 

house. Wallace and 

Castles tied for the 

House Spirit Trophy. 

Castles also won the 

Relay Trophy.  

Our age champions 

for 2018 were: 

9 Year Girls - Skye Vaughan   

9 Year Boys - Lucas Haack 

10 Year Girls – Ruby Boxall 

10 Year Boys -  Mason Meng 

11 Year Girls -  Anna Boxall 

11 Year Boys – Isaak Mezzen 

12 Year Girls – Paige Mooney 

12 Year Boys – Adam Keough 

 

Well done to Ruby Boxall who broke the school records 

for 10yr Girls Freestyle, Backstroke and Junior Medley. 

Congratulations to all swimmers for their dedication and 

behaviour. Special thanks to the staff and parents who 

volunteered their time or came out to support the 

competitors. Without you we would not have achieved 

such a successful carnival.  

Emmanuel is sending some of our swimmers onto the 

Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival at Pioneer Swim 

Centre on Wednesday 28 March. Good luck to the 

following swimmers: Charlee Jensen, Abi Johnson, 

Indie Vaughan, Molly Haack, Nate Wales, Jaben Kelly, 

Ashton Trott, Cooper Meng, Jake Ryan, Camryn 

Bracegirdle, Demika Mezzen, Lexi Worth, Henry 

Porter, Angus Donnelly, Sonny McGovern, Harry 

Murphy, Ryan DePinto, Hudson Stafford, Hailee Slater, 

Skye Vaughan, Sara Dodds, Millie Scott, Lucas Haack, 

Hudson Synnott, Ruby Boxall, Mia Slater, Ella 

Bracegirdle, Mason Meng, Finn Gee, Lleyton Scott, 

Leo Donnelly, Anna Boxall, Laniece Pace, Isaak 

Mezzen, Cohen Ross, William McGrath, Paige 

Mooney, Poppy Craig, Adam Keough, Lane Maunder 

and Jack Thorburn. 

 

Finally, a big thank you to Amanda Webber from Ma’s 

Pizza and Amanda Boxall for organising and supplying 

the yummy pizzas on the day. 

 

Spotlight on Sports 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 10 
Monday 26 Mar Christine Abela 
Tuesday 27 Mar Donna Simpson 
Wednesday 28 Mar Lisa Fry 

Milly Schneider 

Thursday 29 Mar Rebecca Wellbrock 

Kerri-Anne Goodwin 
Friday 30  Mar PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Thank You 



 
 

 

 

 

Please drop off any Coles vouchers over the next week. 

Thank you to those that have already done so. 

 

OSHC Holiday Schedule 

 

 

Please note Monday 16 April is a PUPIL FREE 
DAY.  Emmanuel OSHC will be operating on this 
date from 7:00am to 6:00pm.  The fee for pupil-
free days is the same as our vacation care rate, 
being $50.00 per child.  If you would like to enrol 
your child in our Vacation Care Program, and/or 
the pupil-free day, please contact us on 0429 311 
579. 
   
Our vacation care excursions have limited 

bookings, so please enrol your child early to avoid 

disappointment. 

 

 

Community Notices 



 

Swimming Carnival 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


