
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 May 2018 
Dear Parents, 

On the wall of the museum at the Dachau concentration camp in Germany is a large 
and moving photograph of a mother and her little girl standing in a line of people on 
their way to the gas chamber.  The child, who is walking in front of her mother, does 
not know where she is going.  The mother, who walks behind, does know but is 
helpless to stop the tragedy.  In her helplessness, she performs the only act of love 
left to her.  She places her hands over the child’s eyes to lessen the impact of the 
horror that is about to occur.   
 
Probably nothing could be more removed from the expectations that a mother would 
have for her newborn child than the fate of the mother and her girl portrayed in the 
photograph.  However, motherhood has never been a place of perfection where 
childbirth is the beginning of everyone living happily ever after.  Motherhood, no 
matter what time in history, has never been an easy vocation, though attempts have 
been made to make it appear so. 
 
In their book, “The Mommy Myth”: Susan Douglas and Meredith Nichols react 
strongly to the pressures that the media place on mothers: “From the moment we get 
up to the moment we collapse into bed at night, the media are out there calling at us, 
yelling, ‘Hey, you! Yes, you! Are you really raising your children correctly? Are you a 
sensitive mother? Is your child eating enough? Too much?  Is your child normal?  Are 
you familiar with 15 ways to stress-proof your child?  Or boost your child’s brain power 
in just 25 minutes?  Or better behaviour in just 21 days or overnight discipline 
makeover?’  Mothers are subjected to an onslaught of beauty imagery, romantic 
fantasies, self-righteous preaching, psychological warnings and totally unrealistic 
advice about how to be the most perfect and revered mother in the whole 
neighbourhood, even the whole country!” 
 
Mothers are persons too, with their own special talents and their own special needs 
that need constant self-attention, as well as attention from all other family members.  
Maybe this year we could all step in and take a share in the mothering role.  Mothering 
is something we can all do if we view the essence of mothering as loving and caring 
for others.  What a great gift to give our mother: to share the love role she strives to 
maintain, and to provide space for mum to live her own life. 
 
This Sunday, I will be thinking of my own dearly, departed mother with deepest 
affection and will be missing her presence and company within our family.  Despite 
her absence, I will still celebrate this wonderful day.  I hope you, too, have a wonderful 
day! 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
        

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 
 May 

Fri 11: Mother’s Day 

Liturgy 9:45am 

Tues 15: Yr 1 Liturgy 9am 

Tues 15-Tues 22: NAPLAN 

Thurs 17: Yr 6 Mass 9am 

Fri 18: Assembly 9am 

Sun 27: Children’s Mass 

Tues 29-Wed 30:         

School Photos 

Wed 30: Yr 2 Liturgy 9am 

June 

Thurs 7: Yr 5 Mass 9am 

Tues 12: Yr 3 Liturgy 9am 

Tues 19: Half-Day Athletics 

Carnival 

Wed 20: Athletics Carnival 

Thurs 21: Show Holiday 

Fri 22: Pupil Free Day 

Tues 26: Prep Liturgy 9am 

Fri 29: Last Day of Term 

 

 



 

ONE FOR THE MUMS – A BLESSING 

God bless you when it’s Mother’s Day 

and each day all year through, 

God grant that faith and hope and love 

will always come to you, 

God be your friend, your guiding light, 

forever on life’s way, 

God keep you in His loving care 

Today and every day. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY LITURGY 
We look forward to celebrating “Mothers” tomorrow at 

our special liturgy and morning tea. It will take place in 

the Marist Centre at 9:45am. Thank you to all mums who 

have sent in their RSVP and will be joining us for this 

prayerful celebration.  

 

MONTH OF MARY 
On 13 May 1917, Our Lady appeared to three shepherd 

children at Fatima, Portugal. It was an apparition that 

was repeated on the 13th of every month, for six 

consecutive months. Our Lady told the children, "Say 

the Rosary every day to obtain peace for the world and 

the end of the war."  

 

Each year around 

four million pilgrims 

visit the sacred sites, 

including the Basilica 

of Our Lady of 

Fatima and the 

Chapel of 

Apparitions, in and 

around Fatima. Two of the children, Francisco and Lucia 

Marto, were canonised by Pope Francis last year.  

 
For more information about the apparitions go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeMq0SpGKrw 

 

To hear the Our Lady of Fatima song go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUQ4jgbxtNQ 
 
This May all classes will be learning about Mary and 

praying various Marian prayers, including The Rosary. 

I encourage you to do the same. 

 

QUIZ CHALLENGE 
Last Friday the Year Six classes participated in the Year 

Six Holy Week Quiz Challenge. Students working in 

small groups answered a range of questions over five 

categories. It was great to see how much the students 

know about the people, places and events of Holy Week 

and how capably they used The Bible to assist them in 

their search for answers. The results were very close. 

Big congratulations to the students in 6F who won the 

challenge and all the Year Six students and teachers for 

their interest and participation. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS 
Please pray for our students who are preparing to 
receive the sacraments.  
 

North Mackay Parish – St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s  
Calendar of Events  -  Term Two 2018 

Family 
Preparation Day 

Sunday 27 May  
2pm-5pm 

St Joseph’s  
Church 

Parent / Child 
Interviews 

4 – 6 June 
3:30pm – 5:30pm 

St Joseph’s  
Parish Centre 

Practice for 
Confirmation  

Ceremony 

Friday 15 June 
3:30pm 

St Joseph's  
St Brendan's 

Celebration of  
the Sacrament  

of Confirmation 

Saturday 16 June 6pm 
Sunday 17th June (all 

Masses) 

St Joseph’s 
St Brendan’s 

 

Farleigh Parish – St Brigid’s - Calendar of Events  -  Term Two  

Children’s Liturgy 
Saturday 12 May  

6pm Mass 

Children’s Liturgy 
Saturday 2 June  

6pm Mass 

Practice for Confirmation 
Ceremony 

Sunday 10 June 
2:00pm 

Celebration of the Sacrament 
of Confirmation 

Friday 15 June 
6pm 

Children’s Liturgy and Rite of 
Enrolment (Eucharist) 

Saturday 23 June 
6pm Mass 

Family Workshop (Eucharist) 
Sunday 24 June 

2:00pm 

 

CHILDREN’S MASS 
A children’s mass, led by Emmanuel students, will be 

held at 9am on Sunday 27 May at St Joseph’s Church. 

Students wishing to participate in this ministry should 

contact Mrs Kliese in the office.  

Religious Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeMq0SpGKrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUQ4jgbxtNQ


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

MASSES AND LITURGIES 
Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 

Masses. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel 

Chapel to celebrate year level Masses at 9am on the 

dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
  
Tuesday 15 May  Year One Liturgy   

Thursday 17 May  Year Six Mass  

Wednesday 30 May  Year Two Liturgy 

Thursday 7 June   Year Five Mass   

Tuesday 12 June  Year Three Liturgy 

Tuesday 26 June  Prep Liturgy 

 

Year 4D and 4S students will be attending the Anointing 

Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Wednesday 16 May. 

 

CHAPEL MASS 
A reminder that Father Stephen celebrates Mass in the 

Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 

is a great way to start your day. All welcome. 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – LOVE  
Love is at the centre of our being.  It is the vital force that 

gives us energy and direction.  It connects one heart 

with another. Love is cherishing others. Love thrives on 

acceptance and appreciation.  It has the power to heal.  

You show love in a smile, a kind word, a thoughtful act 

or a hug. Love is contagious. Pass it on. 

 “Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or 

conceited or proud; love is not ill-mannered or 

selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of 

wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy 

with the truth.  Love never gives up; and its faith, 

hope and patience never fail.  (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 

        Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

PEER SUPPORT TRAINING DAYS  

Each year our Year Six students are responsible for 

leading the Peer Support program. It is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to demonstrate leadership and act 

as positive role models to the younger students in the 

school.  

On Tuesday 15 May the Year Six students will 

participate in a training day which will prepare them to 

lead the groups this year. Peer Support will begin Friday 

25 May. The groups will run from 8:50am – 9:20am and 

will be followed by a short Assembly at 9:25am. Awards 

will be presented in Peer Support groups and recipients 

will be congratulated at Assembly. 

Please support this valuable program by discussing the 

content of weekly activities with your children. We look 

forward to wonderful student leadership and another 

successful year of Peer Support here at Emmanuel. 

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 

The annual Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is a 

day when all primary school children are encouraged to 

walk and commute safely to school.  This event will be 

held throughout Australia on Friday 18 May. 

As in previous years, Emmanuel students, staff, parents 

and friends are invited to participate in WSTSD by 

assembling in Tolcher St park from 7.50am on Friday 

18 May.  From this point, at about 8.10am, police will 

ensure the safe crossing of Tolcher St and Arthur St, 

walking to the intersection of Phillip St and Bucasia Rd, 

then along the walkway running parallel to Bucasia 

Rd.  The group will cross Baxter Drive at the supervised 

crossing, arriving at school by the first bell at 8.35am. 

One of the many aims of the Pedestrian Council of 

Australia is to promote the health benefits of walking 

and help create regular walking habits at an early age. 

We hope to see many members of our school 

community at the walk. 

 

CHESS CLUB – Tuesday Lunch: Open to All Students 

    

 CHILDREN’S MASS 

  9:00AM 

  SUNDAY 27 MAY 

  ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

P and F Meeting 
Tuesday 15 May 

5:30pm 
Meeting room 
ALL Welcome! 



We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have so many 

parents visiting the school each day.  Therefore, it is 

important that we provide toilet facilities for your 

use.  From a student 

protection perspective, 

we ask that parents do 

not use the student 

toilets.  There is a toilet 

designated for the use of 

all parents, toddlers and 

visitors.  This is the 

disabled toilet which is 

located at the back of 

Administration and beside F Block (Year 2 

Classrooms).  There is a yellow sign on the door of this 

toilet advising parents that they are welcome to use this 

facility.  Hope this helps you to not be ‘caught short’! 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS  
School Photographs will take place on TUESDAY 29 

May and WEDNESDAY 30 May. As in previous years 

the payment method is ONLINE ONLY.  The online 

order instructions are attached to this 

newsletter.  Orders can be placed by following the 

instructions provided.  Please note that to ensure a 

smoothly run photo day, online orders for Sibling/Family 

photos will be cut off at 12:00am on the night before our 

photo day - Monday 28 May. To order go to 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/ Photos for Prep to 

Year 2 and Siblings will be taken on Tuesday 29 May 

while students in Years 3 to 6, School Captains, House 

Captains and School Choir will be photographed on 

Wednesday 30 May.   

Students from Years 1 to 6 are to wear their blue day 

uniform, with girls wearing their school dress.  Parents 

are asked to ensure that hair is neat and tidy, and hair 

longer than collar length is to be tied back.  If hair bands, 

ribbons or scrunchies are to be worn, they are to be 

gold or blue of the school colours.  No decorative hair 

accessories are to be worn.  

OPTI-MINDS 
Opti-MINDS is a team challenge, which empowers 

participants to Think, Create and Communicate… Opti-

MINDS is a six week challenge process held in Term 3 

each year.  Participants work in a team and select 1 of 

3 challenges to solve and present their most creative 

solution in a ten minute dramatic performance, to a 

panel of Judges.  Teams can nominate for one of the 

following challenges: Language/Literature; 

Science/Engineering or Social Science.  This year’s 

Regional Opti-MINDS event will be held on Sunday 26 

August. 

Students interested in registering for the Opti-MINDS 

Challenge must be willing to give up some lunchbreaks 

and meet afterschool and weekends during the six week 

preparation time during Term 3, leading up to the 

presentation day, Sunday 26 August. 

Students in Years 5 and 6 are asked to see Mrs 

Refalo if they would like further information or to 

register for this year’s event. 

NAPLAN Schedule 

 
Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

CROSS COUNTRY 
On Tuesday 8 May the following runners went to the 

Mackay and District Cross Country Trials at Harrup 

Park: Madison Mooney, Chelsea Brandon, Ruby Boxall, 

Zoe Huang, Parker McGovern, Lily Knudsen and Tahj 

Day. Emmanuel students put in a strong performance 

with Madison Mooney, Tahj Day, Lily Knudsen and 

Parker McGovern being selected in the Mackay and 

District team that will compete at the Capricornia Trials 

to be held at Port Curtis on 29 May. Congratulations and 

good luck! 

SOCCER 
On Friday 27 April the following eight Emmanuel boys 

went to the Northern Suburbs soccer trials at Northview 

State School: Boston Sinclair, Bryden Murdoch, Flynn 

Turner, Christian Camilleri, Harry Kidd, William Carless, 

Charlie Sammut and Dylan Gilroy. Eloise Turner and 

Leah Vella also attended the Northern Suburbs girls’ 

soccer trials on the following Monday. Congratulations 

to Charlie Sammut, Harry Kidd and Dylan Gilroy for their 

selection in the Northern Suburbs team that will play at 

the Mackay and District trials at Lion Soccer Club on 

Friday 11 May. 

Spotlight on Sports 

Curriculum Corner 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Emmanuel’s rugby league team hit back yesterday 

afternoon as they put on a dominating display of both 

attack and defence against a robust Mackay Christian 

College team. A coach could not ask for anything more 

as Flynn Battaia scored a try from the first kick off, only 

20 seconds into the game! The other tries were shared 

amongst the team, with both forwards and backs 

crossing the line. Clint Gall and Caleb Byrne both 

backed-up beautifully ensuring the team had MCC on 

the back foot. In the end, Emmanuel ran away with the 

game, winning convincingly. Next week the boys take 

on Sarina once again at 4:50 pm, field 2. Parents, 

friends and supporters are always welcome. 

 

RUGBY LEAGUE TRIALS 

Two weeks ago, the Mackay Representative rugby 

league team competed in a tri-series competition 

between Rockhampton, Bundaberg and Port Curtis 

hosted in Rockhampton.  All three Emmanuel boys - 

Flynn Battaia, Isaak Mezzen and Cohen Ross played 

exceptional football and certainly held their ground in 

this level of the sport. Following this series, the boys 

participated in the Capricornia trials held here in Mackay 

earlier this week. Flynn Battaia was successful in 

gaining a position in the Capricornia team and will now 

proceed on to the State titles at the Gold Coast later this 

year. All boys showed outstanding skills and 

sportsmanship and we congratulate them on their 

selection. We wish Flynn all the best at the next level of 

competition.  

 

CAPRICORNIA TRIATHLON TRIALS 

Capricornia Triathlon Trials will be held in Yeppoon on 

28-29 July. Any 11 or 12-year-old students who would 

like to attend are to contact Mr Cureton through their 

classroom teacher. Students must have their own 

equipment and transport to the venue. 

 

 

HARVEST MASS 

Experience Sunday Mass outdoors surrounded by 

tractors and sugarcane. Help pray for a safe sugarcane 

harvest season in our fields and mills. 

Great for families! 

2:30pm Sunday 20 May 

Habana Community Grounds  

1091 Mackay-Habana Rd 

Shared afternoon tea and snap raffles 

More info Ph: Peter 0427598715 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 5 
Monday 14 May Ailsa Stafford 
Tuesday 15 May HELP WANTED 
Wednesday 16 May Alice Symons 

Asinate Waqa 
Thursday 17 May Paul Johnson 

Brooke Desbois 
Friday 18 May Teresa Crowe 

Megan Fraser 

Tracey Keough 

Thank You 

Prep Indie Tongue 
Keira Bibb 

Finnigan Sproule 
Elyse Tait 

Year 
1 

Charlee Byrne 
Maddie Agar 

Madeleine Graham 

Year 
2 

Bryson Doherty 
Abigail Johnson 
Bayden Bartolo 

Janice Joseph 
Connor Baker 
Ethan Mooney 

Year 
3 

Holly Hinrichsen 
Harrison Bell 
Ruby Busby 

Oliver Desbois 
Lilly-Ann Hampson 

Year 
4 

Nakita Evans 
Alvin Anuji 
Tori Dennis 

Billy Gosper 
Halle Sinnott 

Year 
5 

Max Smith 
Leah Vella 
Finn Gee 

Elli Corr 
Caleb Byrne 
Bella Hamilton 

Year 
6 

Anneke Grobler 
Emmanuel Bartolo 
Sienna Parkinson 

Flynn Battaia 
Taryn McCallum 

 

 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



HAVE YOUR SAY ON CYBERBULLYING  

Many parents and teachers are concerned about 

cyberbullying. It is a serious problem that can hurt young 

people, families and school communities. Cyberbullying 

is also a complex problem that is often invisible to 

parents and teachers.  

In February the Premier appointed a group of 

Queenslanders who are passionate about stopping 

cyberbullying of young people. The Queensland Anti-

Cyberbullying Taskforce is chaired by well-known 

author and commentator, Madonna King, and includes 

members with knowledge and expertise in education, 

youth health and wellbeing, law, Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities, disability and families.  

The Taskforce needs your help to develop a framework 

for Queensland to help reduce cyberbullying of young 

people. They want to hear from parents, carers, 

students, teachers and other experts in schools. In 

particular, the Taskforce wants to hear about your ideas 

to:  

 prevent or reduce cyberbullying 

 support people affected by cyberbullying of 

young people.  

How to have your say:   

Email the Taskforce at 

antibullyingtaskforce@premiers.qld.gov.au   

Upload your ideas as a submission on the Taskforce 

website  https://qld.gov.au/cyberbullyingtaskforce    

Come to a public forum in 12 Queensland locations 

including Brisbane, Cairns, Rockhampton and 

Charleville. For information about forums visit 

https://qld.gov.au/cyberbullyingtaskforce    

Everyone can be part of the stand against cyberbullying. 

Ms King and the Taskforce members look forward to 

hearing from you.  

 

Free parenting help that works:  
Triple P positive parenting  
Because all families are different, Triple P has lots of 
different ways parents and carers of kids and teenagers 
can get free support. Whether you’re looking for a little 
bit of help or a lot, or something in between, you can 
register for seminars and groups, arrange one-on-one 
support or do the program online. Visit www.triplep-
parenting.net to find out more. 

With thanks, 

The Triple P – Positive Parenting Program team 
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