
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

7 November 2019 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 Around this time each year, discussion commences about placing children in 

classes for the next school year.  This is a matter that we do not take lightly at 

Emmanuel, and the staff including Mrs McDonald and myself spend countless hours 

forming well-balanced classes in which all children will have an opportunity to learn 

and to grow in their academic and social skills.   

 

Teachers will be carefully and strategically ensuring classes from Prep - Year 6 are 

divided evenly and fairly to ensure the best possible outcomes for students’ social, 

emotional and academic development.  I cannot stress to parents more strongly that 

the collective wisdom of the school staff is what best divides the classes in the fairest 

and best way possible.   I respectfully ask parents not to request teachers for their 

children and not to request placement with specific students in a specific class. Even 

moving just one child from one class to another can upset the balance.  

 

It is hoped that this clear communication of our procedures for class placement of 
students will eliminate the need for parents to individualise their concerns or make 
requests for specific teachers.  When year level classes are structured, we follow a 
clear set of guidelines.  Classes are formed into groups with the following in mind: 
 

 An even boy/girl balance (dependent on the overall boy/girl breakup of the year 
group) 

 A range of aptitudes within each class 

 An even proportion of abilities and learning styles across the classes at each 
year level 

 An equal number of students in each class on a year level 
 

Once these factors have been considered, teachers and support staff begin to “build 

a class” of children who show promise of working well together.  Quite naturally, 

these decisions are based upon observations made by the teachers during the 

course of the year.  While we welcome your input about your child’s individual 

learning needs, I would also ask that you do not request or reject a specific teacher.  

I also trust that you understand that your comments are but one of the many factors 

that we consider in forming classes and that the final decision with class placement 

rests with the school.  Once classes are set, to make one change can affect many 

others.  Thank you to the many parents who place their trust in our decision making. 

 
Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 

 

November 
 

Fri 8: 

NORFAIR 
 

Wed 13: 

Swimming – 2B and 2M 
 

Wed 20: 

Swimming – 3W and 3P 
 

Thur 21: 

Swimming – PG and 1C 
 

Fri 22: 

Swimming – PG and 1C 
 

Mon 25: 

Swimming – PJ and PT 
 

Tues 26 

Swimming – PJ and PT 
 

Graduation Mass at  

St Joseph’s - 6pm 
 

Wed 27: 

Swimming – 1M and 1W 
 

Thur 28: 

Swimming – IM and 1W 
 

Fri 29: 

Swimming – 2W and 3L 
 

December 
 

Mon 2 

Yr 6 HSC Orientation 
 

Carols by Candelight 
 

Thurs 5: 

Thanksgiving Mass at 

St Joseph’s – 9.15am 
 

Fri 6: 

Last day of school 

 
 

Term Planner 

 



WHAT’S IMPORTANT? – A REFLECTION  (Author Unknown)   
 

While on holiday in Eastern Europe, an American tourist paid a visit to a renowned rabbi. He was astonished 

to see that the rabbi’s house was only a simple room filled with books, a table and a single bench.  
 

“Rabbi,” asked the tourist, “Where is your furniture?” 
 

“Where is yours?” replied the rabbi. 
 

“Mine?” asked the puzzled American, “but I am only a tourist here. I’m only a visitor passing through.”  
 

“So am I” said the rabbi. 
 

Money can buy us a house, but not a home; 

A bed but not sleep; 

Status and fame, but not inner confidence and lasting security; 

Comfort, but not peace. 
 

All our possessions are useless at the moment of our death.  All that  

we take to eternity is the love that we have sowed and the life we 

lived before our God and neighbours.    

 

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul” (Matthew 16:26) 
 

 
 

Our parish Christmas Fair, known as NORFAIR, will be held tomorrow, 

Friday 8 November, from 5pm in the grounds of St Joseph’s School. It 

is always a wonderful event with lots of fun and goodies on offer. The 

ever popular Ham Wheel, Cake Stall, Cent Sale, hot food stalls, 

markets, amusement rides and raffle have made NORFAIR a not to be 

missed family night for many years. Your support and participation is 

both welcomed and appreciated. 

 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY      
 

At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month each year we pause to remember all those 

who have fought for their countries in war. On this day, known as Remembrance Day or Armistice Day, we 

honour those who have died with a minutes silence and pray for peace in our world.  

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

Lest We Forget. 
 

As you pause to remember next Monday, I encourage you to 

pray for all those who fight for freedom, live in conflict zones  

and make decisions that can bring peace to our world. 

 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

Please continue to pray for the students who are enrolled in the parish program. They have received the 

Sacrament of Penance for the first time this week. Their sacramental journey will continue next year with 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

 

Religious Education 



MASSES AND PRAYER CELEBRATIONS 
 

Please find listed below upcoming Masses and prayer celebrations. Fr Stephen will be here to celebrate year 

level Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
 

Wednesday 13 November  Prep Prayer Celebration  
Thursday 14 November Year Four Mass  

Tuesday 19 November Year One Prayer Celebration 

Thursday 21 November Year Three Prayer Celebration 

 
 

YEAR SIX GRADUATION  

Our Year Six Graduation Mass  will take place at St Joseph’s Church on Tuesday 

26 November at 6pm.  Parents are asked to bring a plate of food for a light 

supper which will be held in the Parish Centre on conclusion of the Mass.  A 

celebratory cake will also be cut by our School Captains.  Please deliver your 

supper plates to the Parish Centre prior to the commencement of our Liturgical 

celebration. 
 

All Year Six students are expected to attend this celebration. Students are to 

wear blue day uniform.  

 
 

YEAR FIVE PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

It is traditional for the parents of students in Year Five to set up and prepare for the supper that follows the 

Graduation Mass. The Year Six parents supply the food. This year’s Mass will take place at St Joseph’s 

Church on Tuesday 26 November at 6pm. If you are able to assist or would be willing to co-ordinate the 

supper could you please contact Mrs Kliese or the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK - ST PETER CHANEL 
 

St Peter Chanel is the Patron Saint of Oceania.  He was a Marist priest and as such has a special significance 

for us here at Emmanuel. (The Society of Mary, Marist Fathers, is a religious order of priests, so called on 

account of the special devotion they profess toward the Blessed Virgin.)  Peter Chanel was one of the first 

priests professed on 24 September 1836, along with Jean-Claude-Marie Colin and Marcellin Champagnat. 

His feast day is 28 April. 
 

You will find a short video about St Peter Chanel @ http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=403 
 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – INTEGRITY 
 

Integrity is standing up for what you believe is right. It is being honest and sincere with others and yourself.  

You have integrity when your words and actions match. You fill your life and your mind with things that help 

you live an honourable life.  Integrity is living by your highest values. 
  
“The things you do when no one’s looking are the things that define you.”   (Unknown)  
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=403


ENTERPRISE BARGAINING 
You may have seen media reports regarding industrial action taking place at some Catholic schools from 

Thursday 7 November 2019.  This industrial action is linked to Enterprise Bargaining negotiations currently 

taking place between Queensland Catholic schools and the Independent Education Union. 

 

I wish to advise that there will be no industrial action taken by union members at our school.  Therefore our 
school routine will not be interrupted in any way. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions in relation to this matter. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of EMMANUEL CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL and Catholic Education. 

 
SWIMMING  
“Swim and Survive” lessons will commence next week for students in Prep – Year 3. 
 
Students are to bring the following (CLEARLY NAMED): 
 

 Togs (one-piece for girls) and towel; shirt to wear over togs to/from the pool; sunshirt (optional); 
thongs to wear to the pool 

 Swimming cap 

 Goggles (these are highly recommended due to the amount of time in the water) 

 Packed lunch and water bottle 

 Bag to hold everything 
 
Please contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any queries. 
 
MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:  120 cm3 
 

In the following cryptarithm, each letter represents a different digit and the same 
letter always represents the same digit. 
 
What is the greatest value that PALS could equal? 
 

 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 

2020 FAMILY DISCOUNT FORMS 
 

The 2020 Family Discount/Confirmation of Enrolment 2020 form went home today with the eldest student 

in each family.  (These forms were on light green paper). 

 

This document is required in order for families to receive their Family Discount in 2020.  Please ensure you 

complete the form based on students year level  and school in 2020.   The form needs to be returned to 

the classroom teacher by Friday, 15 November.  It is a requirement that even single student families 

complete and return the form.   If you have any queries, or have not received your form,  please contact 

Therese or Robyn in the Finance Office. 

 

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES 
 

 

Term 4 School Fees are now overdue.  We would like to thank those families who 
have paid their account.  However, if you have not paid your account, it would be 
appreciated if  you could do so immediately.  (This does not apply to those families 
who have a Direct Debit authority/payment plan in place).  
 
If you are experiencing difficulties, please contact the Finance Office. 

 

     C A T S 

+  D O G S 

    P A L S 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 

Please be advised that the new 2020 enrolment packages are available on the School Website. The new 
2020 enrolment forms must be fully completed and signed by new families and existing families.  Our fee 
structure remains the same for permanent bookings - after school care and vacation care (ASC $24.50 per 
child per session, VAC CARE $52.50 per child per session).  Casual bookings will be $25.00 per child per 
session. 
 

If you have any queries regarding this service, or are interested in enrolling your child, please do not hesitate 

to contact us on 0429 311 579 or email ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster –  Week 6  
Monday 11 Nov Nicole Murray 

Tuesday 12 Nov HELP WANTED 

Wednesday 13 Nov Asinate Waqa 

Alice Symons 

Thursday 14 Nov Paul Johnson 

Friday 15 Nov Marie Schembri 

Antionette Schembri 

Thank You 
 

Prep Spencer Hokins 
Siale Hovinga 

Declan Wilkes 
Vincent Desbois 

Year 
1 

Braxton Ingram 
Charlotte Phillips 

Te Wera Goodwin-Burke 

Year 
2 

Rhys Hudson 
Tristan Trannore 

Ashen DeSoysa 
Aaliyah Foley-Knight 

Year 
3 

Ruby Deguara 
Ethan Mooney 
Jameson Wallace 
Piper Armstrong 

Hudson Stafford 
Alexander Perks 
Bryson Doherty 

Year 
4 

Mitchell Overall 
Harry Bell 
Tua Chow 
Kaitlin Shanks 

Michael Powell-Templeton 
Holly Hinrichsen 
Izzabella Seccombe 
 

Year 
5 

Riley Baretta 
Indie Webster 
Eden Apps 
Marlee Alloway 

Lleyton Scott 
Finn Schneider 
Abbey Illguth 

Year 
6 

Isabel Parnis 
Melba Mathew 
Romana Bisseker 

Madison Tatow 
Olivia Cullen 

 

Virtue Vouchers 

mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au


UNLIMITED RIDES from 5pm – 9pm *$25 (PREPURCHASED)  - 
Armbands available for purchase at the Emmanuel school 

office.  Correct change would be most appreciated. 

* FULL PRICE ARMBANDS WILL BE $30 IF PURCHASED ON THE DAY 
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