
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

31 October 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
The following story provides food for thought as we approach the month of 

November – the month devoted to all the faithfully departed.  During this special 

month, let us take time to remember our loved ones who are no longer on earth with 

us, but who will always remain deep in our hearts for the rest of our lives. 

 

AN OLD PAIR OF SHOES 
 
I woke up with a stiff and sore back this morning.  This was not unusual since my 
back has given me problems for years now, but today no amount of stretching or 
moving would loosen it up. 
 

Still I had five dogs waiting patiently by the door to go out for their morning walk, so 
I slowly bent down, put on their leashes and started to pull my shoes on.  When I 
did, though, I saw that my shoes like my body were showing signs of wear.  A split 
along the seam of a sole let me know that it wouldn’t be too long before I would have 
to replace this pair.  I only wished I could replace my back along with them. 
 

Later after walking the dogs, watching the sunrise, eating breakfast and talking with 
God I was feeling a lot better on the inside.  My back pain had faded too and my 
smile had returned. 
 

It was then that I remembered a letter a friend had sent me recently. Inside of it she 
had pasted a delightful picture of an old, worn-out pair of work boots sitting on the 
ground by a porch.  Their leather was cracked, their soles were split and their laces 
were worn, but they still looked great because inside of them someone had planted 
a beautiful bunch of Impatiens. 
 

The flowers had grown tall and strong in spite of their curious container.  This picture 
reminded me again that while my body may feel like a worn out pair of shoes at 
times, inside of it was a heart that continued to grow every day in love, joy, peace, 
happiness, goodness and closeness with God. 
 

At some point in your life you need to decide who you really are.  Are you the body 
that grows older every day, or are you the soul within it that remains forever young?  
One day the loving spirit with you will have to step out of its worn out pair of shoes 
and walk on without them.  May it walk lightly along the path of love until it reaches 
home – and may it bless everyone it meets along the way. 
 

Tomorrow we celebrate All Saints Day – the Communion of Saints which means 

that all Christians, living and dead are united as the one family of God. On this feast 

of All Saints, let us pray together as a family of love. O God, help us on earth by 

the prayers of the saints in heaven so that one day we will be united in your 

glorious kingdom with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

November 
 

Wed 6: 

Showcase – School 

Choirs – 9am 

 

Fri 8: 

NORFAIR 

 

Tues 26 

Graduation Mass at  

St Joseph’s - 6pm 
 

December 
 

Mon 2 

Yr 6 HSC Orientation 

 

Carols by Candelight 

 

Thurs 5: 

Thanksgiving Mass at 

St Joseph’s – 9.15am 
 

Fri 6: 

Last day of school 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Term Planner 

 



EISTEDDFOD 
 

The 2019 Mackay Eisteddfod was, once again, an absolutely wonderful tribute to our Mackay community; 
indeed, it was truly a celebration of all things great.  
 
I firstly would like to thank and congratulate our school staff who supported our school in this cultural event. 
The dedication of all staff, but in particular our Music Teacher, Mrs Linda Miller and accompanist, Mrs Jan 
Whelan who over many weeks tirelessly rehearsed the choirs, is something of which I am enormously proud. 
I wholeheartedly congratulate the students for not only performing so beautifully, but also for the way in which 
they conducted themselves throughout their performances last week.  CONGRATULATIONS AND WELL 
DONE, EVERYONE! 
 
A showcase of Eisteddfod items will be held on WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER at 9am in the Marist Centre.  All 
welcome. 
 
The results are as follows: 

 

 
 
 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROUP PLACING 

Year 1 – Singing Gold and Trophy 

Year 2 – Singing Gold 

Year 2 – Speaking 
Miss Menzies 

Third Place 

Year 3 – Singing Gold 

Year 4 – Singing Gold 

Year 5/6 – Singing Gold and Trophy 

Year 5 – Speaking 
Mrs Kliese 

First Place and Trophy 

Folk Group for Primary 

Schools 
Gold and Trophy 

Primary Schools 

Show Choir 
Bronze 

Hymn and Folk 

School Choir 
Gold and Trophy 



SUPERHEROES – A REFLECTION 

 

When I say SUPERHERO many of you will think of Batman, Flash or The Phantom. If you are a Marvel fan 

you might think of Iron Man, Captain America or the big green guy…… but what about the superheroes of 

the church? I am of course talking about the saints. They might not be members of the Justice League, have 

super powers, be able to leap tall buildings in a single bound, fly an invisible jet or even have a golden lasso, 

but they are heroes - heroes of kindness, mercy, compassion and love. 
 

In November we celebrate All Saints Day and All Souls Day.  We remember those who have gone before 

us, those who have answered God’s call and those who have taken up the challenge and become the very 

best version of themselves.  
 

It is our challenge too! We ask God to help us to live the life that 

He has called us to live. 
 

Father, may the inspiration and example of the saints help and 

challenge us as we go about our lives now and always. Amen. 
 

We trust in God’s mercifulness and ask Him to welcome our loved 

ones home. 
 

Merciful God hear our prayer and console us. Strengthen our hope 

that all our departed brothers and sisters will share in Christ’s 

resurrection and attain the joy of eternal happiness in your 

kingdom. Amen. 
 

 

Our parish Christmas Fair, known as NORFAIR, will be held next Friday 

8 November from 5pm in the grounds of St Joseph’s School. It is always 

a wonderful event with lots of fun and goodies on offer. The ever popular 

Ham Wheel, Cake Stall, Cent Sale, hot food stalls, markets, amusement 

rides and raffle have made NORFAIR a not to be missed family night 

for many years. Your support and participation is both welcomed and 

appreciated. 
 

MASSES AND PRAYER CELEBRATIONS 
 

Please find listed below upcoming Masses and prayer celebrations. Fr Stephen will be here to celebrate year 

level Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
 

Thursday 7 November Year Five Mass   

Wednesday 13 November  Prep Prayer Celebration  

Thursday 14 November Year Four Mass  

Tuesday 19 November Year One Prayer Celebration 

Thursday 21 November Year Three Prayer Celebration 

 

DATE CLAIMERS: 
 

Tuesday 26 November  Year Six Graduation Mass  

Monday 2 December  Christmas Carols 

Thursday 5 December Thanksgiving Mass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Religious Education 



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

Please continue to pray for the students who are enrolled in the parish program. They will receive the 

Sacrament of Penance for the first time next week.  The Reconciliation Family Workshop will take place at 

St Joseph’s Church this Sunday 3 November at 10:00am.  

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – UNDERSTANDING 
 

Understanding is sympathetic and sensitive. It is being aware of other people's needs and feelings. When 

you understand you are tolerant, accepting and forgiving of yourself and others. Understanding gives us the 

power to care, to show compassion and to learn. 
 

“People don’t always need advice.  Sometimes all they need is a hand to hold, an ear to listen and a 

heart to understand them. (Unknown) 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCKTOBER – PUPPET MAKING WEEK 
 

This term, as part of our Socktober activities, some year levels have been participating in a puppetry unit. 

Students have been working in groups of four to prepare a puppet show about being kind to and inclusive of 

others. This week, most of the Prep - Year 3 classes brought their sock puppet designs to life in readiness 

for their performances.  The students were very excited to show their creative flair and get their hands dirty 

with all sorts of crafty bits and pieces. Thank you to all of the teachers and teacher assistants who helped to 

make this experience possible for our students.  We can’t wait to see their final presentations! 

 

                       Mrs Larissa Simonsen 

         Specialist Teacher - Drama 

 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

Assembly Time 

8:50am 

Every Friday 

ALL WELCOME 



BOOKLISTS/BOOKPACKS 
 

Just a reminder that all Book Pack orders must be placed by next MONDAY, 4 NOVEMBER, either online 
or handed into the school office. Book Packs may also be ordered online through Mackay School Supplies 
(mackayschoolsupplies.booklist.com.au). 

 
PLEASE NOTE: CASH CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE OFFICE. Paper copies are available from the 
office. 

ALL Book Pack orders placed by Monday 4 November, will be available for collection from the school on 
Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27 November. Collection times will be Tuesday 26 November 2:30pm – 
3:30pm and Wednesday 27 November 8:00am – 9:00am and 2:30pm – 3:30pm. 

All unused and reusable stationary items (unless notified otherwise by your child’s teacher) will be sent home 
so they can be recycled for next year, if you choose to do so. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
CLASSES 2020 
This term will see staff arrange classes for the 2020 school year.  This process is very deliberate and time 
consuming, but also very important to creating balanced classes throughout the school.  I’d like to provide 
parents with some of the underlying principles that drive our decision making: 
 

1. We always aim to create classes that are balanced in need.  We consider the academic, social, emotional 
and behavioural needs of the children when placing them in a class.  This is never straight forward and 
often needs considerable thought. A past practice has been that students nominate a friend, but as you 
can appreciate this is very difficult to accommodate in a school with 570 students.  This  practice will no 
longer be a deciding factor in class placements.  

 
2. We consider the gender balance within the group, the body of knowledge that we have gathered on each 

child and any parent input that may assist. 
 
3. We always endeavour to be just, fair and compassionate to the needs of each child. 
 

I invite parents to write to me if you have information about your child that may assist the staff in placing your 
child.  While I always stipulate that parents are not able to request certain teachers and groups of friends, 
there is often information that, as a school, we are unaware of and would benefit from knowing.  Please put 
your consideration in writing and send to the office addressed to Miss Rostirolla by TOMORROW, 
Friday 1 November.   
 
I would also like to stress that our staff know their students very well and will do their very best throughout 
this process.  I urge parents to trust us in making informed decisions that we consider will be the best for 
each child. 

 
PHONE SYSTEM 
We wish to advise parents that when receiving calls from the school, the number will display as a 

Rockhampton number – 4994 8255. Parents are asked to save this number into their phone. 

 

Should you wish to contact the School Office, please continue to call on 4942 5999 or 4994 8256 
for all absences. 

 

 
 

Curriculum Corner 



MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:  $48 
 

A given cube has a volume of 125 cm3. 
A rectangular prism is constructed such that, when compared to the original cube, the height is 
doubled, the width is reduced by 3 cm, and the depth is increased by 1 cm. 
 
Determine the number of cubic centimetres in the volume of the newly constructed prism. 
 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 
 

EISTEDDFOD 2019 
A video copy of all 2019 Eisteddfod performances has been purchased by Emmanuel Catholic Primary 

School.  If you would like a copy of any of these performances, please send a USB (clearly labelled) with your 

child to Mrs Miller.  Please note which performances you require to be copied.   

It is important to note that these videos are for personal enjoyment only and are not 

to be distributed or shared on social media. 

 

SCHOOL CHOIR 

Rehearsals - will continue this term on Wednesdays at 8am.  New members are 

welcome to attend.  Any students in Year 3 who are interested in School Choir, may 

also attend for the remainder of 2019. 

 

School Choir Ice Cream Party – Friday 8 November at 1.15pm.  Please return notes 

to Mrs Miller as soon as possible.  Parent helpers would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Linda Miller 

Music Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Gluten free nuggets are once again added to our tuckshop menu for those who wish to order. We apologize 

for the time that they have been unavailable, which was due to a supply issue from the distributor.  Thank 

you for your patience. 
 

Angie McGowan 

Tuckshop Convenor 

OSHC 

Dear Families, 
 

Please be advised that the new 2020 enrolment packages are available. The new 2020 enrolment forms must 
be fully completed and signed by new families and existing families.  Our fee structure remains the same for 
permanent bookings - after school care and vacation care (ASC $24.50 per child per session, VAC CARE 
$52.50 per child per session).  Casual bookings will be $25.00 per child per session. 
 

If you have any queries regarding this service, or are interested in enrolling your child, please do not hesitate 

to contact us on 0429 311 570 or email ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNLIMITED RIDES from 5pm – 9pm *$25 (PREPURCHASED)  - 
Armbands available for purchase at the Emmanuel school 

office.  Correct change would be most appreciated. 
* FULL PRICE ARMBANDS WILL BE $30 IF PURCHASED ON THE DAY 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster –  Week 5  

Monday 4 Nov Michelle Prince 

Tuesday 5 Nov Rachel Worth 

Wednesday 6 Nov HELP WANTED 

Thursday 7 Nov Nicci Lewis 

Friday 8 Nov Mark Ayles 

Michelle Buckeridge 

Katie Murphy 

Thank You 
 

mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au
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