
 

 

 

 

 
 

30 August 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 

As we celebrate all men who are fathers or father figures this Sunday, I would like to share 

with you the following poem. 

WHEN GOD CREATED FATHERS 

When the good Lord was creating fathers, he started with a tall frame. 

A female angel nearby said, “What kind of father is that?  If you’re going to make children so 

close to the ground, why have you put the father up so high?  He won’t be able to shoot 

marbles without kneeling, tuck a child in bed without bending, or even kiss a child without 

stooping.” 

God smiled and said, “Yes, but if I make him child size, who would children have to look up 

to?” 

When God made a father’s hands, they were large.  The angel shook her head sadly and 

said, “Do you know what you’re doing?  Large hands are clumsy.  They can’t manage diaper 

pins, small buttons, rubber bands on pony tails or even remove splinters caused by cricket 

bats.” 

God smiled and said, “I know, but they’re large enough to hold everything a small boy empties 

from his pockets at the end of a day and yet small enough to cup a child’s face in them.” 

Then God moulded long, slim legs and broad shoulders.  The angel nearly had a heart attack.  

“Boy, this is the end of the week, all right,” she clucked.  “Do you realise you just made a 

father without a lap?  How is he going to pull a child close to him without the kid falling between 

his legs?” 

God smiled and said, “A mother needs a lap.  A father needs strong shoulders to pull a sled, 

balance a boy on a bicycle or hold a sleepy head on the way home from the circus.” 

God was in the middle of creating two of the largest feet anyone had ever seen when the 

angel could not contain herself any longer.  “That’s not fair.  Do you honestly think those large 

feet are going to get out of bed early in the morning when the baby cries?  Or walk through a 

small birthday party without crushing at least three of the guests?” 

God smiled and said, “They’ll work.  You’ll see. They’ll support a small child who wants to 

“ride a horse to Banbury Cross” or scare off mice when camping, or display shoes that will be 

a challenge to fill.”  God worked throughout the night, giving the father few words, but a firm 

authoritative voice; eyes that see everything, but remain calm and tolerant.  Finally, almost 

as an afterthought, He added tears.        By Erma Bombeck 

 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 
 August 

 

Fri 31:  

Andrew Chinn Concert 
Disco for Drought 

 

Sept 
 

Sun 2 – Sat 8: 

National Child Protection 

Week 

Mon 3:  

Father’s Day Liturgy 

Wed 5:  

Year 1 Liturgy 

Mon 10 – Fri 14:  

Yr 6 Camp 

Tues 11:  

Year 2 Liturgy 

Dance Fever Challenge 
 

Tues 14: 

  T20 Cricket  

Tues 18: 

Year 5 HSC ½ day visit 

Wed 19: 

 Mission Fair 

Thur 20:  

 Mini Vinnies Roadshow 

Fri 21:  

Netball Gala Day 

Steve Jackson Rugby 

League Gala Day  

Last day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  



ONE FOR THE DADS – A BLESSING 

God bless you when it’s Father’s Day 

and each day all year through, 

God grant that faith and hope and love 

will always come to you, 

God be your friend, your guiding light, 

forever on life’s way, 

God keep you in His loving care 

Today and every day. 

   

 

 

 

 

FATHER’S DAY LITURGY 
 

We look forward to celebrating and thanking God for the 

gift of fathers at our special liturgy on Monday 3 

September. It will take place in the Marist Centre at 

11:15 am. Thank you to all dads who have sent in their 

RSVP and will be joining us for this prayerful 

celebration.  

 

 
 

FEAST DAY MASS  
 

At Mass yesterday, we gathered to celebrate that ‘God 

is With Us’. Fr Stephen encouraged us to embrace the 

ordinary and allow God into our lives. He explained that 

through the power of the Spirit, the ordinary becomes 

the extraordinary. We reflected on our school story, the 

children listened and participated prayerfully and the 

Year Six Choir sang beautifully.  A big thank you to Fr 

Stephen and everyone who helped to make this a 

wonderful celebration. It is one we will all remember.  

 
 

 

 

PRAY FOR OUR WORLD 
 

Pope Francis has designated 1 September as the 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. He 
calls on us, to join with other Christian churches around 
the world, to pray for our common home.  
 
Creation is not a property, which we can rule over at will; 
or, even less, is the property of only a few: Creation is a 
gift, it is a wonderful gift that God has given us, so that 
we care for it and we use it for the benefit of all, always 
with great respect and gratitude.  (Pope Francis 2014) 

 

 
 
On this day our prayers should focus on the 
environment, our stewardship of the world’s resources, 
people and places affected by natural disaster and 
those who are devastated by famine and exploitation. 
We also offer praise and thanksgiving to God for all His 
gifts of life and the blessings bestowed upon us. 
 
To hear Pope Francis’ message and call to prayer go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19v0A19DDXs 

 
A Prayer for Our Earth, from Laudato Si’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJz0ZuxxMI0 

 
THE GOLDEN RULE 
 

Last week Year 3L led our Friday morning assembly in 

prayer. They explained that The Golden Rule 

encourages us ‘to treat others, the way we would like to 

be treated.’ They told us that it is a rule for everyone, a 

rule about kindness that is taught and promoted by 

many faiths and cultures. The students then shared 

some simple every day ways to follow The Golden Rule 

and reminded us that we should always CHOOSE 

KIND. They prayed that everyone would 

come to know the love of God, through 

our words and actions, respectful 

relationships, kindness and mercy.  
 

 CHOOSE KIND #loveothers 

 

Religious Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19v0A19DDXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJz0ZuxxMI0


ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

In recent weeks, a letter detailing the St Joseph’s 

Sacramental Process and the upcoming Information 

Session was sent home with all Year Three students.  If 

you have an older child wishing to receive the 

Sacraments as part of the 2018/2019 Program, please 

collect a copy of this letter from the school office. The 

Parent Information Session will be held on 

Wednesday 5 September at St Joseph’s Church. 

Please bring your child’s/children’s completed 

Registration Form/s to this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ST BRIGID’S FARLEIGH SACRAMENTAL 

PROCESS FOR 2018/2019 
 

If you live in the parishes of Farleigh, Seaforth or Calen 

and have a child in Year Three and you wish them to 

prepare for the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation 

and Eucharist through St Brigid’s Farleigh, please 

contact the parish office. Email your child’s name and 

contact details to stbrigid.farleigh@bigpond.com  or 

phone 49598213 during office hours.  

 

MISSION FAIR 
 

Our annual Mission Fair will be held on Wednesday 19 

September. Please encourage your child to do some 

jobs at home to earn their spending money for this 

exciting event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MASSES AND LITURGIES 
 

The following Liturgies will take place in the chapel at 

9am on the days listed. Parents and families welcome.  
  
Wednesday 5 September Year One Liturgy 

Tuesday 11 September  Year Two Liturgy 
 

 

 

CHAPEL MASS 
 

A reminder that Fr Stephen celebrates Mass in the 

Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 

is a great way to start your day. All welcome.  
 

KINDNESS IN ACTION 
 

Last week the thoughtful efforts of one of our students 

came to my attention and I am happy to share them with 

you today. 
 

Never see a need, without doing something about it. (St 

Mary of the Cross Mackillop) 
 

Brody Walmsley is in Year One. He is also a big brother.  

Brody’s younger brother, Robert, has Cystic Fibrosis. 

Wanting to help make a difference in the life of children 

with the same condition as his brother, Brody offered the 

contents of his money box and asked his mum if he 

could take part in the ‘RUN AS 1 for CYSTIC FIBROSIS’ 

Fun Run. He completed the run in just 29 minutes. His 

mum has since set up a fundraising page supporting 

research into Cystic Fibrosis in Brody’s name and he 

has completed another fun run, this time in Proserpine. 

Well done Brody. We commend you on your kindness.  

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

Understanding is sympathetic and sensitive. It is being 

aware of other people's needs and feelings. When you 

understand you are tolerant, accepting and forgiving of 

yourself and others. Understanding gives us the power 

to care, to show compassion and to learn. 

  

“If we could look into each other’s hearts, and 

understand the unique challenges each of us faces, 

I think we would treat each other much more gently, 

with more love, patience, tolerance and care.” 

(Marvin J Ashton) 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 
 

CONGRATUATIONS 

Congratulations to the following students for entering 

their handwriting into the 2018 Mackay Show: Asha 

Worth, Annabelle Brandon, George Carless, Jack 

O’Brien, Mia Ciampallari, Brody Morgan, Mia Slater, 

Amelia Craig and Tahj Day.  All of our students received 

participation ribbons and a very special mention must 

go to Asha Worth (Year 1) and Brody Morgan (Year 3) 

for being awarded Second Prize for their year level 

divisions.  It is lovely to see children taking such care 

and pride in their work, they should all be very proud of 

themselves and their efforts. 

Curriculum Corner 

mailto:stbrigid.farleigh@bigpond.com


DROUGHT RELIEF TYPING CHALLENGE  
 

During the last two weeks of the Term students from 

Year 1 – 6 will be participating in the Drought Relief 

Typing Challenge.  As part of the children’s regular use 

of the touch typing program “Typing Tournament” used 

at school, children are asked to gather sponsorship to 

assist drought affected families throughout Queensland. 

Students will take home a sponsorship letter early next 

week and are asked to return it by Monday 10 

September so as we can collate all expected monies to 

be raised as well as track the number of words students 

are typing during Week 9 and 10. 

Sponsorship sheets will then be returned home during 

the first week of Term 4, and sponsorship money will be 

due by the end of Week 2, Term 4. 

Although students will be typing at school, they are able 

to access Typing Tournament at home and all typing 

during Week 9 and 10 will contribute towards their total 

tally. 

We would like to thank you in advance for assisting 

families and communities affected by the drought, whilst 

also encouraging your children to develop their typing 

skills whilst supporting such a worthy cause. 

 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 
 

CHICKENPOX 
 

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School has been informed 

that several members of our school community have 

been diagnosed with chickenpox. 

Chickenpox usually begins with a slight fever, 
headache, runny nose and cough. A day or two later a 
rash begins, starting as small pink blotches but rapidly 
progressing to blisters which usually last three to four 
days before drying out and turning into scabs. 
 
The chickenpox virus is spread through coughs and 
sneezes and through direct contact with the fluid in the 
blisters of the rash. The dry scabs are not infectious. 
 
People with chickenpox should be excluded from 
childcare facilities, schools or work for at least five days 
after the rash first appears or until dry scabs have 
replaced all blisters. Any contacts with lowered 
immunity, such as those with leukaemia, should be 
referred for specialist advice.  
 
Expectant mothers, who are at risk of contact, should 
also report to their GP to have their immunity assessed. 
 
Good hygiene practices, such as washing hands after 
blowing or wiping nose, after coughing and before 
preparing food or eating should be maintained. 
 
For further information please contact your local doctor 
or visit http://www.health.qld.gov.au  
  

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

ATHLETIC STARS  
 

Some of our Emmanuel students represented Mackay 
at the Capricornia Athletics Trials on Monday 20 August 
in Emerald.  The following students from Emmanuel 
performed exceptionally on the day and represented 
their school and parents with pride: Cohen Ross (Shot 
Put), Charlie Sammut (Long Jump), Dylan Gilroy (100m 
and 200m), Madison Mooney (100m), Tahj Day (100m 
and 200m) and Paige Mooney (200m). Outstanding 
effort to all of our competitors.  
 
Congratulations to Tahj Day, Madison Mooney and 
Paige Mooney who have been selected to represent 
Capricornia at the State Titles in Cairns later in the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Sports 

DANCE FEVER 

 INTERSCHOOL CHALLENGE 

 
  

 

 

 

Tuesday, 11 September 

 at the MECC 

Please return your 

permission slips to the 

Office as soon as 

possible 

"Disco for Drought" 
 

Friday 31 August 2018 
 

Prep – Year 6 

6:00pm till 8:00pm 

 

Glow products will be 

available for sale 

 

http://www.health.qld.gov.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 8 
Monday 3 September Ailsa Stafford 
Tuesday 4 September Lisa Fry 
Wednesday 5 September Alice Symons 

Asinate Waqa 
Thursday 6 September  Paul Johnston 
Friday 7 September Megan Fraser 

Tracey Keough 

HELP WANTED 

Thank You 

Prep Harper Tanner 
Evie Trott 

Levi Langtree 
Harrison Vella 

Year 
1 

Amelia Turner 
Peyton Symons 

Annabelle Brandon 
Alexis Muscat 

Year 
2 

Laila Scott 
Logan Hamilton 

Cale Newton 
Henry Wimmer 

Year 
3 

Lucas Sully 
Riley Green 
Cadence Rooney 

Sarah James 
Harrison Hayes 

Year 
4 

Abbey Illguth 
Charlotte May 
Riley Baretta 

Tess Armstrong 
Jack Anderson 

Year 
5 

Sam 
Harmsworth 
Eloise Turner 
Rorie Saron 

Patrick Smith 
Mia Ryan 
Cooper Phie 

Year 
6 

Poppy Craig 
Madison Baguley 

Summer Vaughan 
Kade Adamson 

 

 

Virtue Vouchers 


