
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

29 November 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

The season of Advent is almost upon us.  It is the time in the Church year leading up to 

Christmas, the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the beginning of the new liturgical 

year.  In our complicated and busy lives this wonderful season of reflection and 

anticipation runs the risk of being lost to us.  We become caught up in the mad rush 

which accompanies the end of the school year and in the festivities of a Christmas yet 

to come.   

I think Advent is a beautiful and reflective season – focussed on waiting for the child 

Jesus and celebrating the Incarnation of God-with-us in human form.  The scripture 

readings during Advent encourage us to “stay awake”, “watch” and “prepare”.  There is 

a sense of great anticipation and hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the school year draws to an end I look back on the many things that I am grateful for; 

these include………….. 

1. The many students, parents and staff members with whom it has been a privilege to 
walk this year, especially those who have faced hard times or the hard questions that 
life asks of each of us; 
2. The waves, smiles and greetings shared, without which everyday contact becomes 
dry and lifeless; 
3. The unforgettable sharing at staff prayer each Friday morning which tells me, more 
reliably than any survey, that relational trust is alive and very well in this workplace; 
4. A growing spirit of Unity and Service; 
5. The incredible facilities and resources that support our teaching and learning; 
6. Fr Stephen for his pastoral support of our community.  An active partnership with 
Parish means so much to students, staff and parents.  
7. A peaceful mind, free from the stories that the mind likes to create and the 
unnecessary suffering that results; 
8. A community that pulls together when the going gets tough. 
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Fri 30: 

 Swimming ends 

 
 
 

December 
 

 

Mon 3:  

 Christmas Carols

 HSC Orientation 

 
 

Thur 6: 

 Thanksgiving Mass 

 
 

Fri 7: 

Last day of school 

year 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



With the close of 2018, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Emmanuel staff for making 
it a pleasure to come to work each day. Their professionalism, generosity of spirit, care for students 
and their learning is second to none. To staff leaving Emmanuel – Vanessa Dale, Brenda 
Pappalardo, Glen Cureton, Susan Lockyer, Amy Way, Denise Rokic, Belinda Battaia, Kate 
Rackham, Jacinta Schembri, Kym Crofts, Kirsty Mooney, Judy Hain and Tammy Vella - I say 
thank you for the privilege of sharing your personal and professional journey.  Go with our best 
wishes and heart-felt thanks and prayers for a safe, happy and fulfilling future. 
 

To students and families who are leaving us, especially the Year 6’s, may your journey be blessed 
with true friends, great learning, accepted opportunities and a giving heart.  Most of all, may you 
personally know the great love that God has for each of you.  
 
To you, our parents and caregivers, thank you for being valued partners in the education of your 
children and for your co-operation and support in building Christian community at Emmanuel. 
 

And, finally, to staff, parents and students whose charitable and unselfish deeds, large and small, 
may have gone unseen and unheralded, the One who sees everything knows what you do, and I 
say thank you on behalf of us all. Truly, may the enduring peace, the unselfish love and the simple 
joy of Christ be yours this Christmas and always.  Be safe everyone. I look forward to seeing you 
again next year.   
 
A reminder to everyone that our Final School Assembly will be held next Friday in the Marist 

Centre commencing at 11.30am.  Parents are welcome to take their children home on 

conclusion of this assembly.  Please note that supervision will be provided for those students 

who are unable to be collected due to parental work commitments. 

 

Wishing you God’s blessings for the final week of school, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

 

  



STAFF LIST 2019 

The following is a list of Staff for the 2019 school year.  I know that there will be some who cannot resist the 

unfortunate temptation to compare one teacher to another in a school where there are two or three teachers 

in a year level.  The teachers at Emmanuel all teach with love – love for their class and love for their work.  I 

become quite worried that each year some are tempted to compare and disparage one teacher against 

another.  I find this to be anti to the values of our community.  Our teachers teach with love and integrity; 

please switch off anyone who would say otherwise.  Having said this, no one is perfect, and primary teaching 

relies on a variety – a variety that’s much like life.  Some are better Maths teachers, others better at literacy.  

Some are strict, others less so.  Some are sporty, others love to sing and bring a love of music.  Some extend, 

others cater for those with needs.  The brilliant thing about all our teachers is that they have a variety of skills, 

but they teach with love.  Across seven years our children experience this necessary variety, it helps bring out 

the best in everyone. 

STAFF LIST – EMMANUEL 2019 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Principal: Geraldine Rostirolla Year 5B: Kathryn Burke 

APA:    Amanda McDonald Year 5C:  Katherine Cridland  

APRE:    Noeleen Kliese Year 5F:   Melissa Frost 

Acting APC:  Janine Refalo                                                    

  

TEACHING STAFF Year 6K:  Larissa Kirwan 

Prep G:  Linda Grima Year 6S:   Dylan Steele 

Prep J:    Rachele Janus Year 6W:  Lisa Whitaker 

Prep T:    Sarah Thomas  

 SPECIALIST TEACHERS 

Year 1C:   Kristie Cordingly Drama:        Larissa Simonsen 

Year 1M:  Amanda McKinnon HPE:             Luke Dodson    

Year 1W:  Melinda Wheeler Music:           Linda Miller 

 Visual Arts:  Karla Falzon 

Year 2B:   Sonia Brandon Technology:  Rebecca Newman 

Year 2M:  Susannah Menzies  

Year 2W:  Kasey Wheatley SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 

 Lynn Wirtz 

Year 3L:   Tahlia Lymbery  

Year 3P:   Ailsa Paterson ADMINISTRATION STAFF 

Year 3W: Amanda Wilkes/Sharon Donnelly Finance Secretary: Therese Mattes/Robyn Rovelli 

    Administration Secretary:Jill Maunder/Delwyn Bertling 

Year 4E:   Michelle Emanuel     

Year 4J:    Amy Jeffcoat GROUNDSMAN 

Year 4W:  Pam White Raymond Bertoldi/Jim DeThomasis 

  

PREP TEACHER ASSISTANTS LEARNING SUPPORT STAFF 

Prep G   Cathy Cordwell  Teachers:   Michele Jensen/Brooke Tomkinson 

Prep J:   Alex Martin Assistant:   Rae-Lee Dray 

Prep T:   Donna Shepherd Assistant:   Clare Dries 

 Assistant:   Therese Johnson 

LIBRARY ASSISTANT Assistant:   Sally Stevenson 

Julianne Turner Assistant:   Elaine Ivory 

 Assistant:   Fran Borg 

TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT Assistant:   Annette Hansen 

Jeramiah Fitzgibbon Assistant:   Tracey Rose 

 Assistant:   Michelle Buckeridge 

TUCKSHOP Assistant:   Kristen Warren 

Angie McGowan/Carly Nicholas Assistant:   Natasha Mallise   



 

 

With the school year coming to an end and Christmas 

fast approaching, I thought I would share the ‘gift’ of the 

story below. Enjoy! 
 

THE GIFT OF GIVING 
There was a family, just an ordinary family, preparing for 
Christmas. They had put up and decorated their tree, 
bought and wrapped some presents and started 
preparing for the celebrations.  
 
One evening, as they were sitting down to dinner, they 
heard a knock at their door. When the door was opened 
there was no one to be seen, just a box wrapped in 
brown paper sitting on the mat. Inside was a small 
ceramic lamb. 
 
The next evening about the same time, there was 
another knock on their door and another box wrapped 
in brown paper. The family was surprised to see a 
ceramic shepherd, until they realised that it matched the 
lamb they had received the previous day. 
 
Each evening another brown paper wrapped gift was left 
at their door, and by Christmas Eve they had all, but one 
piece of a beautiful Nativity set. Even though they had 
been trying to catch the ‘gift giver’ they still had no idea 
who was leaving the boxes. It was all very exciting! 
 
As they went to bed that night, they prayed that the final 
gift, the gift of baby Jesus, would appear on their 
doorstep. Next morning each family member checked in 
the hope of finding the ‘Reason for the Season’ …….. 
but no box, no brown paper, no Baby Jesus was left on 
their mat. 
 
Somewhat disappointed, the family opened their 
presents, shared a delicious breakfast and got ready for 
Mass.  As they walked up to the door of the church an 
elderly woman, whom they often visited and ran errands 
for, approached and greeted them.  She was a nice 
person, but she was sickly, poor and very lonely. She 
had no family of her own and few friends to help her or 
spend time with her.  With a hug and a teary ‘Thank You’ 
she placed a small box wrapped in brown paper in the 
mother’s hand.  
 
Inside was Baby Jesus. He had come - a long awaited 
and hoped for gift, wrapped simply and given for all.  
 
Jesus comes into our lives in ways we do not always 
expect. He comes when we serve and love others as he 
did. He comes in kindness and forgiveness, friendship 
and gratitude. Let us open our hearts and welcome God 
into our lives though the people we meet and the love 
we share.  
 

Wishing you abundant blessings and all the joy of the 

Christmas season.  

ADVENT 
Advent begins on Sunday 2 December.  It is the liturgical 

season of anticipation and hope that begins the 

Liturgical Year and prepares us for the celebration of 

Christmas. Sadly Advent is often forgotten in all the 

excitement of Christmas. Please find below some 

fabulous resources that explain the season and support 

its celebration. 

 

Find out more about Advent @ 

http://www.catholic.org/advent/advent.php?id=5 

 

Advent Videos, Prayers and Reflections 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent 

 

Watch the short animation “What is Advent Again?” @ 

http://www.resourcemelb.catholic.edu.au/object.cfm?o

=128 

 

 The “Xt3 Advent Calendar 2018” app 

features a daily reflection, bible quote and 

multimedia item. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS  
Our annual Carols Evening will be held on Monday 3 
December. All classes from Prep to Year 
Six will be involved. Students are asked 
to meet their teachers no later than 
5:50pm on the grassed area in front of 
the Music Room. They will sit with their 
classmates for the duration of the carols.  

 
Following the student’s performances, there will be 
some community singing where all present are invited 
to sing along. It is a wonderful opportunity to gather in 
the last week of school to share in the spirit of 
Christmas. Hope to see you there. 
 
We will be collecting donations for the St Vincent de 
Paul’s Christmas Appeal, so please bring along some 
coins to help others less fortunate this Christmas.  

 
THANKSGIVING MASS 
Emmanuel has a tradition of celebrating the end of the 

school year with a Thanksgiving Mass. It is always a 

special time for memories and reflection. We farewell 

students and staff who are leaving Emmanuel and 

present hampers of Christmas food (collected by the 

students) to the St Vincent De Paul Society for 

distribution to needy families.  

 

Please join us at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 6 

December to celebrate our year together. Mass will 

begin at 9:30am.  All welcome.  
 

Students need to wear blue day uniform.  Girls to wear 

dresses please. We will travel to and from the church by 

bus. Seating has been reserved for parents on the side 

of the Baptismal Font. 

Religious Education 

http://www.catholic.org/advent/advent.php?id=5
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent
http://www.resourcemelb.catholic.edu.au/object.cfm?o=128
http://www.resourcemelb.catholic.edu.au/object.cfm?o=128


A reminder to parents that the school office will be 

closed from 9.00am -11.00am as ALL STAFF will be 

attending the Mass. 

 

Parents are asked not to park in the bus bays directly in 

front of the church. This is a safety issue. 

 

We look forward to celebrating this special occasion 

with you. 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Each year our school supports The St Vincent de Paul 

Christmas Appeal in assisting needy families in the 

Mackay region. All classes are making up hampers of 

non-perishable food items that will be presented to the 

parish St Vincent de Paul Society at our Thanksgiving 

Mass. A big THANK YOU to all families who have 

already contributed Christmas goodies to these 

hampers and to those who will send them along in the 

coming days. 
 

YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
On Tuesday evening our Year Six students and their 

families gathered at St Joseph’s Church to reflect on 

and to give thanks for their time at Emmanuel. Fr 

Stephen reminded the students that God had given 

them many gifts and that they are called to use them, to 

‘be a light for the world’. Miss Rostirolla acknowledged 

and thanked those parents whose association with 

Emmanuel will end next week. 

 

Other highlights of the evening included the Ceremony 

of Light and the presentation of certificates. Mrs Whelan 

and Mrs Rooney provided the fabulous music and Mrs 

Hyde and our Year Six choir sang beautifully.  It was a 

wonderful celebration!  

 

A special thank you to Fr Stephen, the altar servers, our 

musicians and the small group of Year Five parents who 

kindly set up and served the supper that followed the 

Mass. We appreciate your time, talents   and support. 

 
CHAPEL MASS REMINDER 
As we have our Thanksgiving Mass at St Joseph’s 

Church on Thursday 6 December, there will be NO 

MASS in the chapel that morning. 

 

We would like to thank Fr Stephen for all of the Masses 

and Liturgies he has shared with us this year. You are 

AWESOME! 

 

MINI VINNIES 
At the end of last term the Mini Vinnies Roadshow 
visited Emmanuel. Students in Years 4-6 participated in 
workshops which introduced them to social justice 
issues and linked Catholic Social Teachings with action 
and prayer.  
 
Our Mini Vinnies group, formed in response to the 
roadshow, has some fabulous projects planned for 
2019. Their current project involves the collection of 
plastic bottles, cans and popper boxes for cash. All 
students are encouraged to drop these items into the 
special collection bins near the tuckshop.  
 
This environmentally friendly social justice initiative is off 
to a great start. Last Friday we collected 103 bottles and 
cans from tuckshop orders.  These have been cashed 
in and we have $10.30 to add to our Christmas 
hampers.  We are looking forward to counting and 
cashing in this week’s collection. Many thanks for your 
support.   

 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

THANKFULNESS 

“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it, is like 

wrapping a present and not giving it.”   (Unknown)  

 

Thankfulness is being grateful for what we have.  It is an 

attitude of gratitude for learning, loving and being.  

Appreciate the little things that happen around you and 

within you every day.  Think positively. Thankfulness 

brings contentment. 

  

“It is not happy people who are thankful.  It is 

thankful people who are happy”   (Unknown)  

  
Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

 

REPORT CARDS FOR SEMESTER 2  
A reminder to parents to please check that you can sign 

in to Parent Lounge prior to reports being released. If 

you have any queries please contact our school office. 
 

Report cards will once again be available through 

Parent Lounge from 4.00pm Thursday 6 December.  
 

1. To access Parent Lounge, open your internet browser 
and type in the URL for Emmanuel Catholic Primary 
School website: www.ecps.qld.edu.au  

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links.  

3. Click on Parent Lounge icon.  

4. Login with your unique ID number and the password 
remains the same as previously used.  

 
 
 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

Curriculum Corner 



TRAFFIC CONCERNS 
Parents are reminded that the entrance to the 

Emmanuel / HSC oval (near the Emmanuel Kindy) 

MUST remain clear AT ALL TIMES.  This is a WPH&S 

concern, as should an Emergency vehicle need to 

access the school grounds, it is imperative that the 

entrance is free of cars, including those queuing for the 

Stop, Drop and Go.  Please also inform any 

grandparents, friends, etc who may be collecting your 

child/children that this is an important safety concern, 

and that the driveway must remain clear at all times.  

 

MUSICORP CONCERT 
Yesterday at lunchtime, a large group of teachers, 

students and parents gathered to listen to some 

wonderful entertainment provided by the Emmanuel 

Musicorp students.  There are currently 50 children 
enrolled in the program, and we congratulate all of them 

on sharing their musical gifts and talents with the school 

community.  

A big thank you to Mr Josh Notting, our Musicorp 

teacher on preparing the children for the concert. What 

a wonderful year we have had. We look forward to 

having Mr Josh back in 2019 helping our students 

expand their musical talents.  

 
 

 
Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPOTY AWARDS 
 

Tuesday night was the annual Sportsperson of the Year 

Award at Magpies Sporting Club. Four students from 

Emmanuel were nominated for the event: Tahj Day, 

Flynn Battaia, Laura Camilleri and Lane Maunder. Well 

done on your sporting excellence in 2019. Emmanuel 

school is excited to announce that Tahj Day (Cross 

Country) and Lane Maunder (Basketball) have won the 

Sportsperson of the Year for their selected sports. 

Congratulations on this wonderful achievement. 

MEDICAL ALERT STUDENTS 
 

Parents of children who have medical plans in place for 

their child eg. Asthma, anaphylaxis etc are asked to 

provide updated medical information for the start of 

2019. 
 

If possible, please have these to the Office before the 

start of the 2019 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 9 
Monday 3 Dec Fabia Pace 

Tuesday 4 Dec Donna Simpson 

Wednesday 5 Dec Vicki Brooke 

Thursday 6 Dec  CLOSED 

Friday 7 Dec CLOSED 
 

Thank You 

Spotlight on Sports 

Prep Candice Chew 
Brooklyn Nock 
Taya O’Brien 

Mason Richards 
Aiden Sunilal 
Mason Woods 

Year 
1 

Isabella Baretta 
Nevaeh Gralow 

Asha Worth 
Emily Byron 

Year 
2 

Logan Hamilton 
Liam James 

Summer Deguara 
Ruby Renton 

Year 
3 

Alex Webster 
Amelia Dolphin 
Ryder Brown 

Ella Richards 
Jayvier English 

Year 
4 

Nakita Evans 
Sienna Hamilton 
Ellie Shean 

Millie Scott 
Sara Dodds 

Year 
5 

Tanna Byrne 
Paige Clulee 
Ashley White 

Mia Flakus 
Max Stevenson 
Riley Aitken 

Year 
6 

Maya Heke 
Don Paul 

Brodie Smith 
Connor DeThomasis 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



TUCKSHOP NEWS 
 

The last trading day for tuckshop will be WEDNESDAY, 

5 DECEMBER. Please ensure your child/ren have a 

packed lunch from home for Thursday and Friday. 
 

Also, a reminder that some menu items will become 

unavailable over the next week. Please provide an 

alternative choice for your child.  

 

Wishing all families of Emmanuel a safe, happy and holy 

Christmas and New Year. A special thank you to our 

wonderful volunteers this year. We could not operate 

without your support. It is very much appreciated. 

 

Angie McGowan and Carly Nicholas 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
 

As the 2018 school year draws to an end, we would like 

to take this opportunity to thank our generous volunteers 

for their help and support this 

year. We certainly appreciate 

all the hard work and dedication 

of our volunteers in all areas of 

school life. To our uniform shop 

volunteers, our library and tuckshop helpers, and also 

our casserole club mums, thank you for your hard work 

and dedication to our school community.  

 

A special mention and thank you to our uniform shop co-

ordinator, Phillipa Camilleri and Marie Schembri, our 

casserole club co-ordinator. Your support and 

generosity is very much appreciated. 

 
 

POSITION VACANT – SCHOOL CROSSING 
SUPERVISOR 
A casual position exists for a School Crossing 

Supervisor at Emmanuel Catholic Primary School. 
 

The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to 

work five days per week in all weather conditions. The 

hours of work for School Crossing Supervisors are 1.5 

hours per day and may vary from 50 mins to 1 hour in 

the morning and 30 to 45 minutes in the afternoon A 

commencement date is to be advised.  A pay rate of 

$30.34 per hour applies. 
 

The successful applicants will be dependent on: 

 The suitable outcome of a health assessment carried 
out by a GP of your choice according to the guidelines 
in the “Notes for Medical Practitioner” on the School 
Crossing Supervisor Scheme – Health Assessment 
Form; (this is paid by the Department) 

 A Positive  Blue Card Notice (This is also paid by the 
Department and means you do not need to have a 
blue card to apply for the position) 

 

If you are interested in the position please collect an 

application form from the School administration or 

contact Karen Cantoni (Road Safety officer) on 

49518331. 

The School Crossing Supervisors Application is to be 

returned to School for the School Principal’s 

recommendation.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

OSHC 
Emmanuel Outside School Hours Care is currently 

taking enrolments for vacation care over the 

December/January school holiday period. We 

wish to advise families and caregivers that we 

will be closed from Monday, 24 December 

2018 and will re-open on Monday, 7 January 

2019. 
 

 
 

 

POSITION VACANT – COUNSELLING 

SERVICES COORDINATOR 
An exciting opportunity has become available for 

suitably qualified and experienced applicants for the 

position of Counselling Services Coordinator to 

commence in January 2019.  The role holder will 

provide leadership and support in the area of 

counselling to educational communities in the Diocese 

of Rockhampton.  An attractive remuneration package 

is available to the successful applicant plus access to 

enhanced superannuation (up to 12.75%) and salary 

packaging options.  This full-time position is a great 

opportunity to lead and inspire others in a supportive 

and secure work environment.  To view the position 

description and download an application package 

please visit our website at www.rok.catholic.edu.au. 

Applications close 7 December 2018. 

 

TEACHING VACANCIES 
Catholic Education is seeking applications for full time 

contract teaching vacancies within the Diocese of 

Rockhampton.  These cover a range of year levels at a 

variety of schools across the diocese.  We offer a 

number of generous incentives including subsidised 

housing, area allowances, relocation assistance and 

travel subsidies.  To apply for a position please visit our 

website at www.rok.catholic.edu.au.  Applications close 

7 December 2018. 

Community Notices 

http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.rok.catholic.edu.au/


 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notice from Mater Mackay  

The GP After-Hours Medical Service located 

at the Mater Mackay will close from Monday 

3 December. 

A new Mater Mackay Emergency Care Centre 

is in development to replace the GP After-

Hours Service and it will be up and running 

from 5 February 2019.     

The Mater apologizes for any inconvenience 

caused for the Mackay community by this gap 

in an After Hours Service being available at 

the Mater,  

In the intervening period between the 

closure of the GP After-Hours Service from 3 

December and the opening in February of the 

new Mater Mackay Emergency Care Centre, 

services such as 13 Health and visiting Home 

Doctor Services will need to be used, in 

conjunction with other GP After-Hours 

services.  

 

 

Christmas Carols Monday, 3 December @ 6:00pm 
Thanksgiving Mass Thursday, 6 December @ 9:30am 

Final Assembly for 2018 Friday, 7 December @ 11:30am 
Office closes Wednesday, 12 December @ 12:00pm 

  
Office re-opens for 2019 Monday, 21 January  

Uniform Shop – 2nd hand uniforms  Thursday, 24 January 9:00-10:00am  
 (Cash only) 

School resumes Tuesday, 29 January 
Tuckshop re-opens Tuesday, 29 January 

 


