
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

29 August 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
This weekend we celebrate Father’s Day. It is a time to acknowledge the important role 
Father’s play in our lives. We not only acknowledge fathers but those who play the role 
of “Father” within their family.  Fathers and those who ‘father’ give an invaluable service 
to the development of children, grandchildren and all they come in contact with in their 
lives. 
 
As a father you are a role model, a comforter, a care-giver, confidant, and a problem 
solver – even if that’s as simple as putting a band aid on a knee. Most kids say they love 
the fun dads bring to their lives. Being involved in your child’s life has a huge impact on 
their social, psychological and educational development. 
 
Some common perceptions of a father's role are: 
 

 The father provides, financially and emotionally, for his children, and should care for 
them too. 

 The father's role is to discipline along with the mother. Make parenting a partnership, 
be on the same page about how to discipline your child and be consistent. 

 A father should give his children affection and warmth - Don't be afraid to tell your 
child "I love you, I'm proud of you." 

 A father shows support and love through actions as well as words. 
 
Being a good father is one of the most important and challenging things you can do! 
Therefore, it is important that as a father you spend time listening and talking with your 
children each day. 
 
I was fortunate enough to be blessed by a wonderful father who had a huge influence 
on my life.  He was not a man who could show his affection easily, but I know that he 
loved us all deeply.  I am forever indebted to him for the many sacrifices he made for 
our family so that we could be where we are today. 
 

Thank you, friend Jesus,  
For my father who loved me,  
For my grandfather who cared for me,  
And for God, your father and mine,  
Who made me and is always with me.  
How lucky I am! 
 
May God hold all fathers in the palm of his hand.  
 

Happy Fathers’ Day to all our Emmanuel Fathers and Grandfathers.  We hope 
your day is special and filled with many blessings. 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 

 
 

August 
 

Wed 28 – Fri 30 
Yr 6 Camp 
 

Fri 30 
Father’s Day Picnic 

 

 

September 
 

Wed 4 
Yr 2 Prayer 
Celebration 
 

Thur 12 
Yr 1 Prayer 
Celebration 
 
Mission Fair 
 

Fri 13 
School Disco 
 

Tue 27 
Dance Fever Challenge 
 

Thur 19 
Prep Prayer 
Celebration 
 

Fri 20 
Last day of Term 3 
 

 

Term Planner 



 

ONE FOR THE DADS – A BLESSING 
God bless you when it’s Father’s Day 

and each day all year through, 
God grant that faith and hope and love 

will always come to you, 
God be your friend, your guiding light, 

forever on life’s way, 
God keep you in His loving care 

Today and every day. 
 

 
 

FATHER’S DAY PICNIC 

 

Unfortunately, due to our building project and the use of the Marist 
Centre for classes, we are unable to host our Father’s Day Prayer 
Celebration this year.  We do however look forward to seeing as 
many dads as possible at our Father’s Day picnic TOMORROW. 
Please bring lunch to share with your children.  
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR WORLD 
Pope Francis has designated 1 September as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. He calls 
on us, to join with other Christian churches around the world, to pray for our common home.  
 

Creation is not a property, which we can rule over at will; or, even less, is the property of only a few: Creation 
is a gift, it is a wonderful gift that God has given us, so that we care for it and we use it for the benefit of all, 
always with great respect and gratitude.  (Pope Francis 2014) 
 

On this day our prayers should focus on the environment, our 
stewardship of the world’s resources, people and places affected by 
natural disaster and those who are devastated by famine and 
exploitation. We also offer praise and thanksgiving to God for all His 
gifts of life and the blessings bestowed upon us. 
 
To hear Pope Francis’ message and call to prayer go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19v0A19DDXs 
       
A Prayer for Our Earth, from Laudato Si’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJz0ZuxxMI0 
 

 

MISSION FAIR 
Our annual Mission Fair will be held on Thursday 12 September. 
The staff has been busy organising stalls and we are all looking 
forward to another fabulous fair. A list of stalls and activities will be 
included in next week’s newsletter. 
 

Please encourage your child to do some jobs at home to earn their 
spending money for this exciting event.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education 



MASSES AND PRAYER CELEBRATIONS 
Please find listed below upcoming celebrations. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel Chapel to celebrate 
year level Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
 

Wednesday 4 September Year Two Prayer Celebration 
Thursday 12 September Year One Prayer Celebration 
Thursday 19 September Prep Prayer Celebration 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

A letter detailing the St Joseph’s Sacramental Process  
and the upcoming Information Session was sent home  
with all Year Three students in recent week.  
 

If you have an older child wishing to receive the  
Sacraments as part of the 2019/2020 Program,  
please collect a copy of this letter from the school  
office.  
 

The Parent Information Session will be held on  
Wednesday 11 September at St Joseph’s Church.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ST BRIGID’S FARLEIGH SACRAMENTAL PROCESS FOR 2019/2020 
 
 

If you live in the parishes of Farleigh, Seaforth or Calen and 
have a child in Year Three and you wish them to prepare for 
the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation and Eucharist 
through St Brigid’s, please contact the parish office.  
 

Email your child’s name and contact details to  
stbrigid.farleigh@bigpond.com  or phone 49598213 during 
office hours.  
 

 
DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM  
Throughout this term, our school will be implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum with 
students in all year levels. The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safety education and 
centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report.  
 

It is important that these key safety messages are reinforced, both at school and 
home. I encourage you, wherever possible, to talk with your child about safety to help 
them stay safe now and in the future. 
 

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – CREATIVITY   
 

“Creative people do not see things for what they are, they see them for what they can be.”  
(Unknown) 
 

Creativity is the power of imagination.  It is discovering your own special talents.  Dare to see things in new 
ways and find different ways to solve problems.  With your creativity, you can bring something new into the 
world. Creativity helps us to be all we are called to be.  
 

“My dear young people, the Church needs you, your enthusiasm, your creativity and the joy that is 
so characteristic of you.”  (Pope Francis) 
 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 



 

OPTI-MINDS SUCCESS 
Congratulations to our four Opti-MINDS teams who all put forward polished performances last Sunday at the 
Mackay Regional Final at Pioneer State High and achieved outstanding results in all categories entered.  
 

Fifty-nine Primary teams competed in the event in three categories amidst great excitement and collaboration. 
Team 1 and Team 3 received Honours in the Science Engineering division for their fantastic solutions, 
presentations and team work. Team 2 and Team 4 were awarded a Spirit of Opti-minds award for their 
creativity and teamwork. Each team invested their personal time during the week and on Sunday mornings 
to prepare themselves for this outstanding result. Well done to all teams below! 
 

TEAM 1 TEAM 2 TEAM 3 TEAM 4 

SMAPPLES 
THE OPTIMISTIC 

CHICKEN NUGGETS 
WIZZARDS THE FAMOUS FIVE 

Patrick Smith 
Max Dolphin 

Melba Mathew 
Alessandro Ciampallari 

Murray MacGroarty 
Alex Proud 
Isabel Miles 

Sean Atherton 
Summer Hunt 
Lily Anderson 

Mia Ryan 
Clara Chow 

Katie Prince 
Hayley Goldburg 

Madelyn Shepherd 
Jaxon Chammen 

Ben Taylor 
Annika Wallace 

Alysse Atherton 
Zarcina Pace 

Katelyn Shepherd 
Lucy Baker 

Sienna Hamilton 
Mackenzie Neilsen 

 

Of course, none of these successes happen without many 
other helpers. Thank you to all the parents who transported 
students to practice sessions over the last six weeks and 
helped with encouragement at home. Thank you also to the 
following teachers; Mr Steel; Mrs Falzon; Mrs Frost and Mrs 
Brandon who facilitated these groups and had to apply the 
most difficult skill that a teacher is ever asked to do - resist 
solving any of the problems for them so they can grow as 
creative learners themselves!  
 

Certificates will be presented at Friday’s assembly next 
week when the Year 6 students return from camp.  Parents 
are most welcome to attend. 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW PHONE SYSTEM 
As previously advised, we have had a new phone system installed. Parents are asked to call the School on 
the main number – 4942 5999. 
 
When receiving calls from the school, the number will displayed as 4994 8255. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO CALL THE SCHOOL ONLY ON 4942 5999. 

 
 

Curriculum Corner 

NO Assembly tomorrow – Friday, 30 August 



STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 
As per of our phone upgrade, we now have a designated Student Absence Line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:    600 
 

This week’s question: 
We can determine if a number is divisible by 3 by finding the sum of all of the digits. If this digit sum 
is divisible by 3, then the number is divisible by 3. For example, we can tell that 657 is divisible by 3 
because 6 + 5 + 7 = 18, and 18 is divisible by 3. 
 

A similar method can be used to see if a number is divisible by 9. For example, 657 is divisible by 9 
because 18 is divisible by 9. 
 

The number 1A6B56BA is divisible by 45. 
 

If A ≠ B, what is the value of A + B? 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep Korbyn Roberts 
Xander Hunt 

Charlotte Hancock 
Xavier Danns 

Year 
1 

Hugo Hegerty 
Archie Brady 

Indie Tongue 
Arki Mounsey 

Year 
2 

Alexis Muscat 
Jack Camilleri 
Isla Cullen 

Grace Davidson 
Ryker Dolfin 
Isabella Baretta 

Year 
3 

Paolo Lo Presti 
Liam James 
Haylee Downes 
Joshua Goldburg 

Laila Scott 
Jayden Bibb 
Alexander Joyce 

Year 
4 

Mia Ciampallari 
Billy Bowman 
Jayden Muscat 

Caleb West 
Sienna McEvoy 

Year 
5 

Ava Busby 
Lila McGrath 
Shane McIntyre 
Skye Vaughan 

Mackenzie Maunder 
Lacie Clarke 
Chelsea Brandon 
Blayde Parkinson 

Year 
6 

Sean Atherton 
Aston Weir 
Erin Synnott 

Kaitlyn Woodwell 
Cooper Deguara 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P & F ASSOCIATION 
FATHER’S DAY STALL 
Thank you to the wonderful ladies who helped with the Father’s Day stall.  A special 
mention to the following: 
 
Karen Spencer, Julie Jones, Sharon Donnelly, Sonja Coburn, Rachel Worth, Kylie 
Chammen, Lisa Fry, Katie Murphy, Jackie Crane-Gall 
 
Without your help we could not have run the stall. 
 
We hope that all the Fathers have a wonderful and enjoyable Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     Friday the 13th Theme 

 
The P & F will be holding a sausage sizzle with ordering to be done 

online through QuickCliq. 
 

Sausage orders need to be in no later than Wednesday, 11 September. 
 

Please see the instructions attached to this newsletter.  
 
 
 
 
 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 8 
Monday 2 Sept Cara Shepherd 

Tuesday 3 Sept Tracey Camilleri 

Wednesday 4 Sept Stephen Northam 

Thursday 5 Sept Rebecca Wellbrock 

Friday 6 Sept URGENT HELP 
WANTED 

Thank You 
 



LOST REMOTE CONTROL 
Do you recognise this remote control? If so, please collect from the Office.   

 
 

 

MERCY COLLEGE MACKAY 
A Catholic Co-educational Secondary College 
Specialising in Middle School - Years 7 to 10 

 
POSITION VACANT:  PERSONAL ASSISTANT to the DEPUTY & ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS 

FULL-TIME TERM-TIME – LEVEL 4 SCHOOL OFFICER 
38 HPW Monday to Friday  

To Commence: 8 October 2019 
 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the above position. 
 
The right candidate will provide outstanding administrative support for a senior leadership team of four.  Necessary 
attributes essential to the role include, but not limited to; 

- enjoy working in a team environment of high expectations 
- prioritise a variety of responsibilities and manage multiple tasks simultaneously  
- be an independent worker when required 
- demonstrated exceptional interpersonal skills, with the ability to communicate at all levels, and build positive 

relationships with others  
- high proficiency in the area of technology / social media 
- demonstrated ability to maintain confidentiality and handling of sensitive data 

 
Previous experience in a similar environment would be considered favourably. 
 
It is necessary for applicants to have, or be able to attain on commencement of employment, a Blue Card (working 
with children). 
 
Supporting the aims of quality Catholic education and the Catholic ethos is highly important. 
 
To apply please send current CV including 3 referees with a covering letter of introduction to; 
The Principal E: principal@mercymackay.qld.edu.au 
Applications close: 9AM Friday 6 September 2019 
Visit our Website for full Position Description www.mercymackay.qld.edu.au 
 

 

 
Catholic Education is committed to best practice in student protection policies and procedures  

and is an equal opportunity employer. 
 

Existing not to be different, but to make a difference. 
 
 
 

 

Community Notices 



 
 

 

  


