
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
28 November 2019 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
The Church year is drawing to a close. It will soon be Advent, then Christmas … At 
this time of year the Church’s readings remind us that the earth as we know it is 
passing away and that Christ will come again at the end of time. What does this 
mean for our lives? It means we are to live each day with a sense of hope, 
expectation, vigilance and ready to meet the Lord at all times. Pope Francis says, 
“It means not allowing ourselves to be overwhelmed by distraction or by 
superficiality, but living in a full and aware way, with concern first of all for others”.  
 

At this time of the year, you will notice that the agapanthus plants are just getting 
ready to flower. Indeed this purple flower (sometimes called “The Star of 
Bethlehem”) is a special reminder to keep our ‘eyes ahead’, to ‘get ready’ and to live 
primarily with a ‘concern for others’.  
 

I think Advent is a beautiful and reflective season 
– focussed on waiting for the child Jesus and 
celebrating the Incarnation of God-with-us in 
human form.  The scripture readings during 
Advent encourage us to “stay awake”, “watch” 
and “prepare”.  There is a sense of great 
anticipation and hope. 

 

As the school year draws to an end I look back on the many things that I am grateful 
for; these include………….. 
1. The many students, parents and staff members with whom it has been a 
privilege to walk this year, especially those who have faced hard times or the hard 
questions that life asks of each of us; 
2. The waves, smiles and greetings shared, without which everyday contact 
becomes dry and lifeless; 
3. The unforgettable sharing at staff prayer each Friday morning which tells me, 
more reliably than any survey, that relational trust is alive and very well in this 
workplace; 
4. A growing spirit of Unity and Service; 
5. The incredible facilities and resources that support our teaching and learning; 
6. Fr Stephen for his pastoral support of our community.  An active partnership 
with Parish means so much to students, staff and parents.  
7. A peaceful mind, free from the stories that the mind likes to create and the 
unnecessary suffering that results; 
8. A community that pulls together when the going gets tough. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

November 
 

 
 
 

Thur 28: 
Swimming – IM and 1W 
 

Fri 29: 
Swimming – 2W and 3L 
 
 

December 
 

Mon 2 
Yr 6 HSC Orientation 
 

Carols by Candelight 
 

Thurs 5: 
Thanksgiving Mass at 
St Joseph’s – 9.15am 
 

Fri 6: 
Final Assembly 9:30am 
 

Last day of school 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Term Planner 



With the close of 2019, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Emmanuel staff for making it a 
pleasure to come to work each day. Their professionalism, generosity of spirit, care for students and their 
learning is second to none. To staff leaving Emmanuel – Sarah Thomas, Kasey Wheatley, Tahlia Lymbery, 
Karla Falzon, Judy Hain, Rae-Lee Dray, Tracey Rose, Delwyn Bertling and Mr Ray - I say thank you for 
the privilege of sharing your personal and professional journey.  Go with our best wishes and heart-felt thanks 
and prayers for a safe, happy and fulfilling future. 
 
To students and families who are leaving us, especially the Year 6’s, may your journey be blessed with true 
friends, great learning, accepted opportunities and a giving heart.  Most of all, may you personally know the 
great love that God has for each of you.  

To you, our parents and caregivers, thank you for being valued partners in the education of your children and 
for your co-operation and support in building Christian community at Emmanuel. 
 
And, finally, to staff, parents and students whose charitable and unselfish deeds, large and small, may have 
gone unseen and unheralded, the One who sees everything knows what you do, and I say thank you on 
behalf of us all. Truly, may the enduring peace, the unselfish love and the simple joy of Christ be yours this 
Christmas and always.  Be safe everyone. I look forward to seeing you again next year.   
 
A reminder to everyone that our Final School Assembly will be held next Friday in the Marist Centre 
commencing at 9.30am.  Parents are welcome to take their children home on conclusion of this 
assembly.  Supervision will be provided for those students who are unable to be collected due to 
parental work commitments. 
 
Wishing you God’s blessings for the final week of school, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



STAFF LIST 2020 

The following is a list of Staff for the 2020 school year.  I know that there will be some who cannot resist the 
unfortunate temptation to compare one teacher to another in a school where there are two or three teachers 
in a year level.  The teachers at Emmanuel all teach with love – love for their class and love for their work.  I 
become quite worried that each year some are tempted to compare and disparage one teacher against 
another.  I find this to be anti to the values of our community.  Our teachers teach with love and integrity; 
please switch off anyone who would say otherwise.  Having said this, no one is perfect, and primary teaching 
relies on a variety – a variety that’s much like life.  Some are better Maths teachers, others better at literacy.  
Some are strict, others less so.  Some are sporty, others love to sing and bring a love of music.  Some extend, 
others cater for those with needs.  The brilliant thing about all our teachers is that they have a variety of skills, 
but they teach with love.  Across seven years our children experience this necessary variety, it helps bring 
out the best in everyone.                        STAFF LIST – EMMANUEL 2020 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Principal: Geraldine Rostirolla Year 5C: Allison Casey 

APA:    Amanda McDonald Year 5F:  Melissa Frost  

APRE:    Noeleen Kliese Year 5K:   Sharon Kerr/Katherine Cridland 

APC:  Janine Refalo                                                    

  

TEACHING STAFF Year 6K:  Larissa Kirwan 

Prep G:  Linda Grima Year 6S:   Dylan Steel 

Prep J:    Rachele Janus Year 6W:  Lisa Whitaker 

Prep S:    Aleisha Smith  

 SPECIALIST TEACHERS 

Year 1C:   Kristie Cordingley Drama:        TBA 

Year 1M:  Amanda McKinnon HPE:             Luke Dodson    

Year 1T:  Madison Thomas Music:           Linda Miller 

 Visual Arts:  Monique Atkinson 

Year 2B:   Sonia Brandon 
 

Year 2M:  Susannah Menzies  

Year 2R:  Taylor Rimmington SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 

 Kristy Flor 

Year 3P:   Ailsa Paterson  

Year 3W/D:   Amanda Wilkes/Sharon Donnelly ADMINISTRATION STAFF 

Year 3M: Melinda Wheeler Finance Secretary: Therese Mattes/Robyn Rovelli 

    Administration Secretary:Jill Maunder/Janine Brookes 

Year 4E:   Michelle Emanuel     

Year 4S:    Larissa Simonsen/Peta Jeppesen GROUNDSMAN 

Year 4W:  Pam White William Nicholas/Jim DeThomasis 

  

PREP TEACHER ASSISTANTS LEARNING SUPPORT STAFF 

Prep G   Cathy Cordwell  Teachers:   Michele Jensen/Brooke Tomkinson 

Prep J:   Alex Martin Assistant:   Ciane Rodgers 

Prep S:   Donna Shepherd Assistant:   Clare Dries 

 Assistant:   Therese Johnson 

LIBRARY ASSISTANT Assistant:   Sally Stevenson 

Julianne Turner Assistant:   Elaine Ivory 

 Assistant:   Fran Borg 

TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT Assistant:   Annette Hansen 

Jeramiah Fitzgibbon Assistant:   Megan Woodall 

 Assistant:   Michelle Buckeridge 

TUCKSHOP Assistant:   Kristen Warren 

Angie McGowan/Carly Nicholas Assistant:   Natasha Mallise   

 Assistant:         Julia Camilleri 

 
  



With the school year coming to an end and Christmas fast approaching, I thought I would share the 
‘gift’ of the story below. Enjoy! 
 
THE GIFT OF GIVING 
 

There was a family, just an ordinary family, preparing for Christmas. They had put up and decorated their 
tree, bought and wrapped some presents and started preparing for the celebrations.  
 

One evening, as they were sitting down to dinner, they heard a knock at their door. When the door was 
opened there was no one to be seen, just a box wrapped in brown paper sitting on the mat. Inside was a 
small ceramic lamb. 
 

The next evening about the same time, there was another knock on their door and another box wrapped in 
brown paper. The family was surprised to see a ceramic shepherd, until they realised that it matched the 
lamb they had received the previous day. 
 

Each evening another brown paper wrapped gift was left at their door, and by Christmas Eve they had all, 
but one piece of a beautiful Nativity set. Even though they had been trying to catch the ‘gift giver’ they still 
had no idea who was leaving the boxes. It was all very exciting! 
 

As they went to bed that night, they prayed that the final gift, the gift of baby Jesus, would appear on their 
doorstep. Next morning each family member checked in the hope of finding the ‘Reason for the Season’ 
…….. but no box, no brown paper, no Baby Jesus was left on their mat. 
 

Somewhat disappointed, the family opened their presents, shared a delicious breakfast and got ready for 
Mass.  As they walked up to the door of the church an elderly woman, whom they often visited and ran errands 
for, approached and greeted them.  She was a nice person, but she was sickly, poor and very lonely. She 
had no family of her own and few friends to help her or spend time with her.  With a hug and a teary ‘Thank 
You’ she placed a small box wrapped in brown paper in the mother’s hand.  
 

Inside was Baby Jesus. He had come - a long awaited and hoped for gift, wrapped simply and given for all.  
 
 

Jesus comes into our lives in ways we do not always expect. He 
comes when we serve and love others as he did. He comes in 
kindness and forgiveness, friendship and gratitude. Let us open our 
hearts and welcome God into our lives though the people we meet 
and the love we share.  

 

Wishing you abundant blessings and all the joy of the Christmas 
season.    
 
 

ADVENT 
 

Advent begins on Sunday 1 December.  It is the liturgical season of anticipation and hope that begins the 
Liturgical Year and prepares us for the celebration of Christmas. Sadly Advent is often forgotten in all the 
excitement of Christmas. Please find below some fabulous resources that explain the season and support its 
celebration. 
 

Find out more about Advent @ 
http://www.catholic.org/advent/advent.php?id=5       

 

Advent Videos, Prayers and Reflections 
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent 

 

Watch the short animation “What is Advent Again?” @  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6y4NCCH40PA 

 
 

Religious Education 



CHRISTMAS CAROLS  
 

Our annual Carols Evening will be held on Monday 2 December. All classes from Prep to Year Six will be 
involved. Following the student’s performances, there will be some community singing where all present are 
invited to sing along. Please join us on the grassed area in front of the Music Room for a 6pm start. All 
students are asked to meet their teachers by 5:50pm. It is a wonderful opportunity to gather in the last week 
of school to share in the spirit of Christmas.  
 

We will be collecting donations for the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal, so please bring along some 
coins to help others less fortunate this Christmas. 
 

Hope to see you there. Don’t forget your Christmas t-shirt and Santa hat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING MASS 
 

Emmanuel has a tradition of celebrating the end of the school year with a Thanksgiving Mass. It is always a 
special time for memories and reflection. We farewell students and staff who are leaving Emmanuel and 
present hampers of Christmas food (collected by the students) to the St Vincent De Paul Society for 
distribution to needy families.  
 

Please join us at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 5 December to celebrate our year together. Mass will 
begin at 9:15am.  All welcome.  
 

Students need to wear blue day uniform.  Girls to wear dresses please. We will travel to and from the church 
by bus. Seating has been reserved for parents on the side of the Baptismal Font. 
 

A reminder to parents that the school office will be closed from 8:45am -10:45am as ALL STAFF will be 
attending the Mass. Parents are asked not to park in the bus bays directly in front of the church. This is a 
safety issue. 
 

We look forward to celebrating this special occasion with you. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Each year our school supports The St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal in assisting needy families in the 
Mackay region. All classes are making up hampers of non-perishable food items that will be presented to the 

parish St Vincent de Paul Society at our 
Thanksgiving Mass.  
 

A big THANK YOU to all families who have 
already contributed Christmas goodies to these 
hampers and to those who will send them along 
in the coming days. 
 

 

MINI VINNIES REPORT 
 

Our school Mini Vinnies group continues to be active in and around the school. Their major project this year 
has been the ‘Containers for Cash’ recycling. They have collected more than 12000 containers and raised 
more than $1200. A big THANK YOU to the many students who have assisted by putting their flavoured milk 
bottles, Quench bottles, Glee cans and popper boxes into the recycling tubs and not in the bin. Together we 
are helping others and the environment. Well done everyone! 
 



YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
 

On Tuesday evening our Year Six students and their families gathered at St Joseph’s 
Church to reflect on and to give thanks for their time at Emmanuel. Fr Stephen 
reminded the students that God had given them many gifts and that they are called to 
use them, to ‘be a light for the world’. Miss Rostirolla acknowledged and thanked those 
parents whose association with Emmanuel will end next week. 
 

Other highlights of the evening included the ‘Ceremony of Light’ and the presentation 
of certificates. Mrs Whelan and Mrs Rooney provided the fabulous music and Mrs 
Hyde and our choir sang beautifully.  It was a wonderful celebration!  
 

A special thank you to Fr Stephen, the altar servers, our musicians and the small group 
of Year Five parents who kindly set up and served the supper that followed the Mass. We appreciate your 
time, talents and support.  
 
 

CHAPEL MASS REMINDER 
As we have our Thanksgiving Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 5 December, there will be NO MASS 
in the chapel that morning. 
 

We would like to thank Fr Stephen for all of the Masses and Liturgies he has shared with us this year. You 
are AWESOME! 
 
 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – THANKFULNESS 
 

Feeling gratitude and not expressing it, is like wrapping a present and not giving it.  (Unknown)  
 

Thankfulness is being grateful for what we have.  It is an attitude of gratitude for learning, loving and being.  
Appreciate the little things that happen around you and within you every day.  Think positively. Thankfulness 
brings contentment. 
 

It is not happy people who are thankful.  It is thankful people who are happy.   (Unknown)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 

Important Dates to Remember 

Final Assembly – Friday 6 December 2019 at 9:30am 

Office closes – Wednesday 11 December 2019 at 12:00pm 

Office re-opens – Monday 20 January 2020 

Secondhand Uniform Shop – Tuesday 21 January 2020 
2:00pm – 3:30pm  (cash sales only, limited stock) 



HAIRSTYLES 
Students attending Emmanuel are expected to wear their uniform in a way which reflects pride in their 
school and in their own personal appearance.  Accordingly, 
 

 Hairstyles should be appropriate to this expectation – extreme hairstyles are not acceptable. 
 Hair should be clean, brushed and generally neat – not unruly. 

 

NOT PERMITTED: 
 Variations to natural hair colour - NO COLOURED HAIR – NATURAL HAIR COLOUR ONLY 
 Cuts less than gauge three 
 Spiked cuts, Wedge cuts, Track cuts, Multiple braiding, Rat’s tail, Mullet cuts 
 If hair bands or scrunchies are to be worn, they are to be gold or blue of the school colours. No 

decorative hair bands are to be worn. 
 
If parents are unsure of school uniform or hair style requirements, please contact the school office for 
clarification. 
 

JEWELLERY AT SCHOOL 
Girls are permitted to only wear a small pair of plain gold or silver sleepers or studs in the lobe of the ear – 
one pair only.  NO drop earrings are to be worn, in accordance with Workplace, Health & Safety.  A small 
cross and chain around the neck is permitted, preferably long enough to be worn inside the uniform for safety 
purposes.  Boys are not permitted to wear earrings. Rings are not permitted under any circumstances.   
 

END OF YEAR ENVELOPES 
Should you require your end of year envelope to be posted, please leave a large stamped self-addressed 
envelope with your child’s Classroom Teacher. If no envelope is provided, unposted envelopes will be placed 
in your child’s file. 
 
NO envelopes will be given out prior to 3:00pm on Thursday, 5 December. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

REPORT CARDS FOR SEMESTER 2 
A reminder to parents to please check that you can sign in to Parent Lounge prior to reports 
being released. If you have any queries, please contact our school office.  
 
Report cards will once again be available through Parent Lounge from 4:00pm on Thursday, 5 December. 
 
1. To access Parent Lounge, open your internet browser and type in the URL for Emmanuel Catholic Primary 

School website:  www.ecps.qld.edu.au 
2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Click on the Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Login with your unique ID number and the password remains the same as previously used. 

 
Thank you to all the P&F volunteers who have helped with the bookpack collection over the 
past few days. We appreciate the time you have given to support Emmanuel families. 
 

 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

Curriculum Corner 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CASSEROLE CLUB 
I would like to say a very big thank you to the wonderful parents who were part of the Casserole Club for 
2019.  Without your support and time we wouldn’t be able to help our Emmanuel families that have had it a 
little tough throughout the year. 

It is only one small thing, but for a family that needs that little extra help it means a lot, so thank you.  To the 
parents who are leaving us this year, thank you for your ongoing support throughout the year and we wish 
you and your family all the very best. 

Marie Schembri 
Co-ordinator 

 
Emmanuel would also like to acknowledge and thank Marie for her efforts in co-ordinating our 
Casserole Club. 
 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Please note that Tuckshop WILL NOT BE OPEN next Thursday and Friday. All students attending will need 
to bring a packed lunch. 
 
I would like to send a special thankyou to all our wonderful volunteers who have assisted in the tuckshop this 
year. Mums, Dads and Grandparents, you’re truly appreciated. We have enjoyed working with each of you. 
A special thankyou to those that won’t be returning due to moving, work commitments or your time with 
Emmanuel is at an end. We are sad to see you go, and again appreciate your years of help. 
 
Wishing you all a Holy, Happy and Safe Summer holiday. 
 

Mrs Angie McGowan 
Ms Carly Nicholas 

Prep Leo Laister 
Max Harrison 

Evelyn King 
Chad Hulme-Moir 

Year 
1 

Taya O’Brien 
Eldho Anuji 

Keira Bibb 
 

Year 
2 

Bonne Desbois 
Jack Northam 
Blake Bihler 

Zoey Marshall 
Thomas Schneider 

Year 
3 

Billy Anderson 
Tyler Mathieson 
Piper Armstrong 
Paolo LoPresti 

Millie Morris 
Elliot Garnham 
Jarred Borg 
Gabi Stehbens 

Year 
4 

Elysse Bihler 
Jayden Cridland 
Hailee Slater 

Darcy Macgroarty 
Ruby Busby 

Year 
5 

Benjamin Taylor 
Jack Wilson 
Sara Dodds 

Zarvy Newton 
Jaxon Chammen 

Year 
6 

Lachlan Morgan 
Kasey Balchin 

Bella Hamilton 
 

 

Principal’s Awards 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 

 
Attached to this newsletter is our vacation care program for the upcoming December school holidays.  
 
Please be advised that the new 2020 enrolment packages are available on the School Website. The new 
2020 enrolment forms must be fully completed and signed by new families and existing families.  Our fee 
structure remains the same for permanent bookings - after school care and vacation care (ASC $24.50 per 
child per session, VAC CARE $52.50 per child per session).  Casual bookings will be $25.00 per child per 
session. 
 

If you have any queries regarding this service, or are interested in enrolling your child, please do not hesitate 
to contact us on 0429 311 579 or email ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

Lauren Gossweiler 
Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster –  Week 10  
Monday 2 Dec Kara Shepherd 

Tuesday 3 Dec Rachel Worth 

Wednesday 4 Dec Ellice Ruston 
HELP WANTED 

Thursday 5 Dec CLOSED 

Friday 6 Dec CLOSED 

Thank You 


