
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

25 October 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

HAPPY WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 

For most of us, we are able to name one special teacher who had a significant impact 

on our lives and who has remained memorable to us over the years. This teacher may 

have inspired you to engage in your chosen career, provided you with opportunities that 

allowed you to develop your skills and talents, challenged you to step outside your 

comfort zone or saw something in you that no other teacher had ever seen. 

 
Tomorrow all across Australia, society and most particularly school communities 

celebrate teachers/educators – the work that they do and the care that they demonstrate 

each and every day with the children they teach. 

 
For Catholic teachers there is another important dimension ….. vocation - a calling to 

become part of something of great significance; to share in the Church’s mission. 

Teachers in Catholic schools share in the work of Jesus to reach out to others and 

spread the good news about life and its purpose. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our fabulous Emmanuel staff. This wonderful 

group of professionals demonstrates their dedication to the Church’s mission and the 

learning and development of your children each and every day. 

 
Best wishes to all of our staff as we celebrate World Teacher’s Day on Friday. Despite 

all that technology can offer, the personal relationship between the teacher and student 

is vital to learning.  I would like to encourage you to discuss with your child how they 

might be able to say thanks to their teacher/s.  A kind word, a short poem or story would 

add to every teacher’s day this Friday.  

 
Thank you to ALL STAFF of Emmanuel for all that you do to ensure the best possible 

learning for the children in your care.  Happy Teacher’s Day!  

 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

  

Term Planner 

 

 

 
October 

 

 

 

Thur 25: 

 Yr 1 Speaking 

 Yr 3 Speaking 

Yr 6 Hymn and Folk  
 

Fri 26: 

 Day for Daniel 
 

Wed 31: 

 Andrew Chinn visit 
 

 
November 

 

 

Wed 7 – Fri 9:  

 Year 5 Camp 
 

Fri 9: 

 Norfair 
 

Wed 14: 

 Swimming begins  

 P – Yr 3 
 

Fri 30: 

 Swimming ends 

 
December 

 

Mon 3:  

 Christmas Carols

 HSC Orientation 
 

Thur 6: 

 Thanksgiving Mass 
 

Fri 7: 

Last day of school year 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 



 
 

 

ONE FOR THE TEACHERS – A PRAYER 
We pray for all teachers…..  

that their hearts may be full of love and compassion.  

that their hearts may be full of welcome and 

understanding.  

that their hearts may be full of passion and enthusiasm 
for their calling. 
 
We pray for all teachers…..  
that they teach with generosity, kindness and respect.  
that they teach with patience, confidence and faith. 
that they feel valued and appreciated as they strive  
to make a difference in our world.  
 
Bless them with your love and peace 
and grant them wisdom and 
understanding,  
strength and courage, 
joy and happiness  
today and always. 
 

Tomorrow is World Teacher’s Day and we wish all of our 

teachers a very happy day.  

 

 
  

WEAR RED TOMORROW 
On Friday 26 October, we will join with the rest of 
Australia in acknowledging ‘Day for Daniel’. It is a child 
safety and protection initiative that aims to help 
empower our children to Recognise, React and Report 
if they feel something is not right. ‘Wear Red and 
Educate’ is the theme of ‘Day for Daniel’. 
 

All students are invited to 

wear something red (socks, 

shoelaces, ribbons) with their 

school uniform tomorrow. It 

is not a free dress day. No 

donation is required for 

participation.   

 

For more information about the Daniel Morcombe 

Foundation and ‘Day for Daniel’ go to: 

http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/ 

 

MONTH OF THE ROSARY        
“The Rosary is a magnificent and universal prayer 
for the needs of the Church, the nations 
and the entire world.” (Pope John XXlll)                    

It has been wonderful to see so many 
students and staff gathering in the chapel to 
say The Rosary at lunchtimes this October. 
We have prayed for peace in our families, 
our school and in our world. The Year Five 
and Year Six students who have helped to 
lead this time of prayer are thanked for their 
prayerful leadership and commitment.  

As the Month of The Rosary draws to a 
close, I encourage families to continue to 
share this beautiful prayer and to reflect on 
the mysteries of our faith which it 
memorialises.  

“Confidently take up The Rosary once again. 
Rediscover The Rosary in the light of the Scripture, 
in harmony with the Liturgy, and in the context of 
your daily lives.”   
(Pope St John Paul ll) 
 
To find out more about The Rosary and how to pray it, 
go to Catholic Online: 
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 

 
 

ANDREW CHINN 
On Wednesday 31 October, 
Australian religious songwriter 
and singer, Andrew Chinn, will be 
visiting our school to work with 
students in all year levels. 
Andrew’s songs, such as “These 
Hands”, “Rainbow” and “Thank 
you God” are sung in classrooms 
and liturgies around Australia, 
New Zealand, USA and Canada. 
Parents are warmly invited to be 
a part of the celebration of faith and fun. The concert will 
take place in the Marist Centre at 1:30pm. We look 
forward to seeing you there.  
 
 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY LITURGY 

On Thursday 1 November, our school community 
will gather to celebrate All Saints Day. The liturgy 
will be held in the Marist Centre at 9am. Please join 
us for this celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php


WORLD MISSION MONTH 
‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news …..’  (Isaiah 52:7) 
 
This year we are celebrating SOCCERTOBER.  We 
have been focusing our attention on those less fortunate 
than ourselves and being grateful for all that we have. 
Students in all classes have participated in activities that 
promote justice, prayer and action. More than $130 has 
been collected for the Missions already this term. 
Together we are making a difference and helping 
others. Thank you everyone. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Please continue to pray for the students who are 
enrolled in the parish program. They will receive 
the Sacrament of Penance for the first time at the 
end of October.  

 
MASSES AND LITURGIES 
Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 
Masses. Fr Stephen will be here to celebrate year level 
Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and 
families welcome. 
  
Thursday 1 November All Saints Day Liturgy 
Tuesday 6 November Year Two Liturgy   
Wednesday 14 November  Year One Liturgy 
Thursday 15 November Year Four Mass  
Tuesday 20 November Year Three Liturgy
   
Wednesday 21 November Prep Liturgy 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 
Tuesday 27 November  Year Six Graduation Mass  

Thursday 6 December Thanksgiving Mass 
 

CHAPEL MASS  
A reminder that Fr Stephen celebrates Mass in the 
Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 
is a great way to start your day. All welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAFFLE 
Our Marvel Raffle, to support those affected by drought, 

has been drawn. The lucky winner was Ella Richards. A 

big thank you to Mr Dodson for donating this exciting 

prize and all students who bought tickets.  The money 

raised has been forwarded to the drought appeal.  

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – INTEGRITY 
Integrity is standing up for what you believe is right. It is 

being honest and sincere with others and yourself.  You 

have integrity when your words and actions match. You 

fill your life and your mind with things that help you live 

an honourable life.  Integrity is living by your highest 

values. 

  

“The things you do when no one’s looking are the 

things that define you.”   (Unknown)  
 
 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 
 

BOOKLISTS/BOOKPACKS 
Booklists were emailed to parents last week. Bookpacks 
may be ordered online through Mackay School 
Supplies. Their webite is as follows:  
www.mackayschoolsupplies.booklist.com.au. 
 
If you wish to utilise this year’s bookpack service, you 
may either order online or open and print the word 
document for the relevant year level.  
 
All orders must be placed by FRIDAY 2 NOVEMBER, 
either online or handed into the school office. PLEASE 
NOTE: CASH CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE 
OFFICE. Paper copies will not be sent home, however, 
copies are available from the office. 
 
ALL bookpack orders placed by Friday 2 November, 
will be available for collection from the school Tuesday 
27 November and Wednesday 28 November. Times 
of collections will be advised closer to the time. 
 
Early next week (unless notified otherwise by your 
child’s teacher) all unused and reusable stationary items 
will be sent home so as they can be recycled for next 
year if you choose to do so. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

 
TYPING TOURNAMENT DROUGHT RELIEF 
Thank you again to all families for your very generous 
support.  Just a reminder that any outstanding 
money needs to be returned by tomorrow, Friday 26 
October. 

 
Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 

MACKAY EISTEDDFOD  
Our Emmanuel Choirs have been participating this 
week in the Mackay Eisteddfod and have done us 
proud!  Congratulations everyone on your fabulous 
efforts!   A full wrap-up of results will be published in 
next week’s newsletter.    We wish our final two choirs 
the best of luck for their performances!   
 

Curriculum Corner 



 

MOBILE PHONES  
Students require written permission to have a 
mobile phone at school. Once permission is given, 
the following conditions apply:  

 All mobile phones are to be handed into the 
classroom teacher at the beginning of the day. 
Children may collect their phone at the conclusion of 
the school day.  

 Mobile phones are to be turned off before handing 
into the teacher.  

 Phones will not be accessed during school hours.  

 Students may check messages at the conclusion of 
the school day, but NO mobile phones/devices are to 
be accessed at the car pick up or bus area, unless 
teacher permission is granted. 

 Ownership of mobile phones is to be clearly indicated  

 The school accepts no responsibility for loss or 
damage to mobile phones which are not handed in.  

 

All personal devices (eg. iPods, iPads and Nintendo DS) 
are strongly discouraged from being brought to school. 
Children are sometimes tempted to photograph 
classmates, which breaches our school media and 
privacy rules. If students are required to bring devices 
to school for educational purposes (eg. as part of an 
assignment), the same conditions apply as per mobile 
phones.  
 
If your child brings a mobile to school, please discuss 
the above mentioned conditions with them so they are 
fully aware of the school’s expectations. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION – MOBILE PHONES 
AND ONLINE SAFETY 
Attached to this newsletter are two interesting articles 
from the Office of the eSafety Commissioner regarding 
the use of mobile phones and digital devices. Please 
take the time to read these articles to help keep our 
children safe in the world of technology.   
 

 

CLASSES 2019 
This term will see staff arrange classes for the 2019 
school year.  This process is very deliberate and time 
consuming but also very important to creating balanced 

classes throughout the school.  I’d like to provide 
parents with some of the underlying principles that drive 
our decision making: 
 
1. We always aim to create classes that are balanced 
in need.  We consider the academic, social, emotional 
and behavioural needs of the children when placing 
them in a class.  This is never straight forward and often 
needs considerable thought. 
 
2. We consider the gender balance within the group, 
the body of knowledge that we have gathered on each 
child and any parent input that may assist. 
 
3.   We always endeavour to be just, fair and 

compassionate to the needs of each child. 
 
I invite parents to write to me if you have information 
about your child that may assist the staff in placing your 
child.  While I always stipulate that parents are not able 
to request certain teachers and groups of friends, there 
is often information that, as a school, we are unaware of 
and would benefit from knowing.  Please put your 
consideration in writing and send to the office 
addressed to Miss Rostirolla by the end of Week 
Four of term, Friday 2 November.   
 
I would also like to stress that our staff know their 
students very well and will do their very best throughout 
this process.  I urge parents to trust us in making 
informed decisions that we consider will be the best for 
each child. 
 

Thank you again for your assistance.  
 

TOILET PROCEDURES AT SCHOOL 
There is an ongoing focus on appropriate behaviour 
in the toilet.  Staff members focus on this when they 
are supervising / working with children and clarify 
the behaviour expectations with their students on  a 
regular basis. 
 

When changing clothing for activities such as 
swimming or sporting events, the following 
procedures must be followed:  
  
Prep – Yr. 2 students are permitted to change in areas 
such as a classroom with the following controls in place:  
 

• Respecting the rights of any student who wants to use 
a cubicle by ensuring they are permitted to do so. 
 

• Students to be segregated by gender (boys in one 

room, girls in another).  
 

• Each time before changing of clothes occurs, teachers 
clearly articulate expectations to all students such as to 
continue education of students by instructing them to:  
 
1. Find a spot on your own (behind your desk or use 
props such as hoola hoops to signify boundaries and 
personal space) – Recognise a safe place.   
2. Remember about public / private rule and respecting 
people’s privacy – React by the way I treat people. 
3. Remember to speak up if you feel unsafe or are 
unsafe – Report to a trusted adult.  

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School 

Mackay Eisteddfod 2018 

Please note that return / pick-up times are approximate 

only due to scheduling changes which may occur on 

the day 

DAY/TIME SECTION 

DESCRIPTION 

TRANSPORT 

TO MECC 

TRANSPORT 

BACK FROM 

MECC 

THURSDAY 

25  Oct at 

1.00pm 

Primary Schools 

Hymn & Folk 

Grade 6 Choir 

Bus to MECC 

12:15pm 

Bus back to 

school 1:45pm 

FRIDAY 

26  Oct at 

8.30am 

Grade 3 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:00am 

Bus back to 

school 9:30am 



• The ability for people passing by to be able to see in 
the room needs to be limited but not totally 
restricted.  Staff must ensure that the Visibility 
Guidelines are adhered to.  Staff must maintain their 
presence and monitor behaviour.  
 

 • There must be a minimum of 2 staff supervising the 
rooms. 
 

• If students require assistance, the following steps are 
taken:  
 

 1. One staff member enters the room with other staff 
member observing.   
 2. Staff member’s hands remain visible to other staff 
member.  
 3. Staff  member verbalises what action they are taking 
to other staff member e.g. ‘I am just helping Julie unroll 
her swimming top so she can put it all the way down.’  
  
Year 3 – 6 students when changing clothing for activities 
such as swimming or sporting events, students are not 
to change in open areas such as classrooms or 
other learning areas. Toilets and cubicles are to be 
made available for this purpose.    
  
Usual supervision requirements are to be maintained.  
  
3. There should be a clear classroom procedure to 
ensure that during class time, teachers are aware of 
who is using the toilets and the number of students 
using the toilet from their class. This may involve taking 
a specified object (such as a toilet pass) to indicate the 
toilet is being used and if deemed necessary to ensure 
only one person from each class is using the toilet.   
  
4. While students are using the toilets, staff members 
should only enter the student toilets, if they are 
concerned about a matter of student safety or are 
concerned that a medical emergency is occurring.  If a 
staff member is concerned enough to enter the toilet, for 
one of the above situations, they are to alert another 
staff member / send another student for assistance (if 
possible), immediately announce they are coming in 
and enter the toilet. Students playing or being too noisy 
in the toilet is not considered a situation where a staff 
member would enter a toilet. This type of situation can 
be handled by communication from outside the toilet. 
 

 

At all times student safety is paramount.   

 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
During last Friday’s 
assembly, the Year 6 
Student Council 
Representatives were 
presented with their 
badges. Congratulations 
everyone! 
 
Absent: Sydney Houston 
 

 
 

MATHS OLYMPIAD 

Throughout the year thirty Year 5 and 
6 students have been working hard in 
Maths Olympiad classes.  All children 
have been challenged and extended 
in this subject area.  Congratulations 
to Isaak Mezzen and Jack Dwyer who 
achieved very pleasing results, 
placing in the top 30% of the 34 
353  students who participated across Australia 
and New Zealand.  Congratulations on your fine 
efforts boys! 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM STUDENT PROTECTION – 
CEO, ROCKHAMPTON 
Catholic Education - Diocese of Rockhampton is 
committed to creating and maintaining safe 
environments for students and takes their legal 
obligations under the Education (General Provisions) 
Act 2006 and Child Protection Act 1999 very seriously.  
 

It is important to monitor our progress, consider what we 
are doing well and what we could improve to make our 
schools safer places for our students. To assist all of us 
who work in Catholic Education  - Diocese of 
Rockhampton to continue to ensure that our student 
protection culture, processes and practices are of the 
highest standard, Encompass Family and Community, 
consultants in child protection, have been contracted as 
an external agency to conduct a research project that 
will canvass the thoughts of all who are engaged in the 
delivery of Catholic Education - Diocese of 
Rockhampton services. On Monday, parents were 
emailed a link to complete this confidential 
survey  which will provide feedback about student safety 
and recommendations on how this can improve into the 
future. 
 

If you have not yet had the chance to complete the 

survey, the link is 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCEStudent-

Protection-Survey_Parents 

This survey link will be available until Monday 29 
October 2018. 
 

Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete 
this important survey.   
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

MACKAY REGIONAL TENNIS CHALLENGE 
This Sunday Emmanuel has students who will be 

participating at the Mackay Regional Tennis Challenge 

at the Pioneer Tennis Club. Our tennis aces include: 

Jack Dwyer, Alessandro Ciampallari, Patrick Smith, 

Alysse Atherton and Cyrus Nemati. Good luck to all our 

participating students. Results for the day will be in next 

week’s newsletter.  

Spotlight on Sports 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCEStudent-Protection-Survey_Parents
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RCEStudent-Protection-Survey_Parents


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 4 
Monday 29 October Ailsa Stafford 
Tuesday 30 October Lisa Fry 
Wednesday 31 October Alice Symons 

Asinate Waqa 
Thursday 1 November  Paul Johnston 
Friday 2 November Teresa Crowe 

Megan Fraser 

Tracey Keough 

Thank You 

Prep Archie Stevenson 
Flynn Armstrong 
Harper Underhill 

Connor Gennings 
Lillian Sutherland 
Roman Illguth 

Year 
1 

Ashen Desoya 
Elisa Doumergue 
Molly Haack 

Zoey Marshall 
Finn Bow 

Year 
2 

Isaac Scully 
Colby Smith 
Ashton Trott 

Jake Ryan 
Imogen Argus 

Year 
3 

Catherine Vaithikulam 
Liju 
Jayden Muscat 

Molly Phillips 
Alyssa Synnott 
 

Year 
4 

Mia Overall 
Lleyton Scott 
Sophia LoPresti 

Ryan Kidd 
Sara Dodds 
Billy Gosper 

Year 
5 

Laniece Pace 
Cooper Deguara 

Lucy Sturgeon 
 

Year 
6 

Nicholas Doyle 
Naomi Buckley 
Parker McGovern 

Mia Chapman 
Demi Dennis 
Caleb Brady 

 

Principal’s Awards 

The Catholic Mens Dinner for October is on 

Monday 29th at the City Bowls Club 

Shakespeare St. Mackay, 6.30pm for 7pm 

start.     Guest Speaker is Leesa Jeffcoat 

AM, Diocesan Director Catholic 

Education.     Ladies are also invited to 

attend.   For Catering purposes please RSVP 

to Kevin on 49593464  or 0487747412 ring 

or text  by PM Thursday 25th 

October.   New members and visitors are 

always welcome. 

 

Community Notices 


