
 

 

 

 

 
 

23 August 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

To experience frustration and annoyance is human.  There are many things that 

occur regularly within one’s life that can lead to frustration and annoyance.  Our 

frustration or understanding in a situation is based on how we perceive or assume it 

to be.  This of course can be very dangerous.  I am continually appreciative of parents 

who take the time to talk to me about a concern or query they may have.  This does 

not of course mean they may like my response or the outcome of the conversation, 

but by taking the time to discuss it with me we can clarify any misunderstandings or 

assumptions that have been made and plot a way forward. 
 

In many of these conversations there can be assumptions made around decisions 

that are not correct.  These can become toxic when shared with others, as a 

perception develops that they are true.  Perceptions do become reality unless we 

clarify them, and until we name them with the people they concern, they remain 

perceptions with no solution in sight and nothing more than an incorrect complaint.  

Often it is the courage that this requires that makes it difficult – the capacity to go to 

the heart of the matter and discuss it with those concerned or stand up to needless 

gossip and ask the person discussing a matter to name it with the school if it is an 

issue.  If the response is I don’t have time, then how important is the issue, or if the 

response is nothing will change, then how do you know unless you ask.  In more 

cases then not, by taking the time to share a concern with those who can influence 

the outcome, will result in a clearer understanding of an issue and the processes 

which lead to a decision. 
 

It does take courage to name and discuss concerns with those it involves, and it isn’t 

easy, but it is a ‘life-giving’ choice, and models the very value and attitude we would 

want our students to intrinsically develop, embed and live out. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to applaud the parents who do name concerns 

with us and ask them to continue to do so.  By providing open, honest and transparent 

dialogue we can continue to develop a healthy culture of appreciative inquiry at 

Emmanuel and make our school community a great one for all involved. 
 

Thank you to all parents who responded to our recent online satisfaction surveys.  All 

feedback has been greatly appreciated and will continue to inform our decisions and 

school practices. 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 
 

August 
Sun 26:  

Optiminds Regional Final 

Wed 29:  

Feast Day Mass 

 

Fri 31:  

Andrew Chinn Concert 
Disco for Drought 

 

Sept 
 

Sun 2 – Sat 8: 

National Child Protection 

Week 

Mon 3:  

Father’s Day Liturgy 

Wed 5:  

Year 1 Liturgy 

Mon 10 – Fri 14:  

Yr 6 Camp 

Tues 11:  

Year 2 Liturgy 

Dance Fever Challenge 
 

Tues 18: 

Year 5 HSC ½ day visit 

Wed 19: 

 Mission Fair 

Thur 20:  

 Mini Vinnies Roadshow 

Fri 21:  

 Last day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

US NOT ‘ME’ – A REFLECTION 
 

An anthropologist proposed a game to the children in an 

African tribe. He put a basket of fruit near a tree and told 

the kids that the first one to reach the fruits would win 

them all.   
 

When he told them to run, they all took each other’s 

hands and ran together. Then they sat together, sharing 

and enjoying the fruit. 
 

Surprised, the anthropologist 

asked them why they had run 

like that, when one of them 

could have had all the fruit. 

They replied, “UBUNTU! How 

can one of us be happy if all 

the other ones are sad?” 
 

* Ubuntu (oo-boon-too) is a Zulu or Xhosa word. It 

means, "I am because we are."  
 

(Author Unknown) 

 

FEAST DAY MASS  
 

On the 6 August each year the Church celebrates the 
Feast of The Transfiguration of the Lord. It is the Fourth 
Luminous Mystery of the Rosary and tells the story of 
Jesus being transformed and of God proclaiming from 
heaven that "This is my beloved Son." The 
Transfiguration is our school feast day and each year 
we gather at a special Mass to remember that ‘God is 
with us.’  
 

Please join us at St Joseph’s Church on Wednesday 29 
August to celebrate.  Mass will begin at 9:30am.  
Seating has been reserved for parents on the side of the 
Baptismal Font. All welcome. 
 

Students need to wear blue day uniform.  Girls to wear 
dresses please. We will travel to and from the church by 
bus.  
 

A reminder to parents that the school office will be 
closed from 9.00am -11.00am as ALL STAFF will be 
attending the Mass. Parents are asked not to park in the 
bus bays directly in front of the church. This is a safety 
issue. 
 

We look forward to celebrating this special occasion 
with you. 
 

 
 

 
WORLD REFUGEES & MIGRATION SUNDAY  
 

Migration today is not a phenomenon limited to some 

areas of the planet. It affects all continents and is 

growing into a tragic situation of global proportions. Not 

only does this concern those looking for dignified work 

or better living conditions, but also men and women, the 

elderly and children, who are forced to leave their 

homes in the hope of finding safety, peace and security. 

(Pope Francis) 
 

The Holy See has set aside this Sunday, 26 August, as 
a special commemoration for Refugees and 
Migrants. This year’s theme is “Welcoming, protecting, 
promoting and integrating migrants and refugees.” 
 

Whoever receives one such child in my name, receives 
me; and whoever receives me, receives not me, but him 
who sent me. (Mark 9:37) 
 

Remember, the Holy Family were refugees. They fled 
from Herod into Egypt and stayed there until it was safe 
to return home (Matthew 2:13–23). They knew danger, 
fear and alienation and they knew what it was to be 
safely home. 
 

Please join with your parish community this Sunday to 
pray for those who must flee their homes in the quest for 
freedom, safety and a better life. 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To read Pope Francis’s message go to: 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/201

8/documents/papa-francesco_20180114_omelia-

giornata-migrante.html 
 

FATHER’S DAY LITURGY 
 

Each year our school community comes together to 
celebrate and thank God for the gift of fathers. Our 
liturgy, which will be held in the Marist Centre on 
Monday 3 September at 11:15am, will be followed by 
light refreshments for the dads. All fathers welcome. 
Please RSVP by Wednesday 29 August. 
 

 
 

CHAPEL MASS 
 

A reminder that Fr Stephen celebrates Mass in the 
Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 
is a great way to start your day. All welcome. 

Religious Education 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fJF5UIS_hE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fJF5UIS_hE
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180114_omelia-giornata-migrante.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180114_omelia-giornata-migrante.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180114_omelia-giornata-migrante.html


ANDREW CHINN 
 

On Friday 31 August, Australian religious songwriter 
and singer, Andrew Chinn, will be visiting our school to 
work with students in all year levels. Andrew’s songs, 
such as “These Hands”, “Rainbow” and “An African 
Blessing” are used in classrooms and liturgies around 
Australia, New Zealand, USA and Canada. Parents are 
warmly invited to be a part of the celebration of faith and 
fun. The concert will take place in the Marist Centre at 
1:30pm. We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

   
FOCUS ON YOUTH 
 

Last week Year 4S led our Friday morning assembly in 
prayer. In this the Year of Youth, they shone a light on 
young people’s ability to change the world and change 
the Church. They shared stories of youths who have 
made a difference and prayed that young people 
everywhere would be loved and safe. The students 
challenged us to share our gifts, act justly, show 
compassion and let God into our lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – UNITY 
 

“So powerful is the light of unity, that it can 

illuminate the whole world.” (Unknown) 
 

Unity is inclusiveness. It helps people work and live 

together peacefully. When you practice unity, you feel 

connected to everyone and everything. 

It is achieved when we value each 

other. The joy of one is the joy of all. 

The hurt of one is the hurt of all. The 

honour of one is the honour of all.  

 

“Where there is unity, there is strength.” (Unknown) 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

A letter detailing the St Joseph’s Sacramental Process 
and the upcoming Information Session was sent home 
with all Year Three students last week.  If you have an 
older child wishing to receive the Sacraments as part of 
the 2018/2019 Program please collect a copy of this 
letter from the school office. The Parent Information 
Session will be held on Wednesday 5 September at St 
Joseph’s Church. 

 

ST BRIGID’S FARLEIGH SACRAMENTAL 

PROCESS FOR 2018/2019 
 

If you live in the parishes of Farleigh, Seaforth or Calen 

and have a child in Year Three and you wish them to 

prepare for the Sacraments of Penance, Confirmation 

and Eucharist through St Brigid’s Farleigh, please 

contact the parish office. Email your child’s name and 

contact details to stbrigid.farleigh@bigpond.com  or 

phone 49598213 during office hours.  
 

MASSES AND LITURGIES 

Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 

Masses. Parents and families welcome. 
  

Wednesday 5 September Year One Liturgy 

Tuesday 11 September  Year Two Liturgy 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

mailto:stbrigid.farleigh@bigpond.com


BOOKWEEK 
 

What a wonderful time we are 
having this week celebrating 
Bookweek.  Yesterday’s parade was 
lots of fun and a wonderful reflection 
of the children’s exposure to 
Literature.  The school grounds 
were filled with characters from all 
sorts of books and the imagination 
and creativity involved in the 
costumes was amazing. 
Students are enjoying visiting the 
library and reading the display of 
written work by many of our 
students.  We are very proud of the 

students at Emmanuel 
as so many of them are 
always trying their best 
which results in a very 
high standard of writing 
and reading on a daily 
basis throughout all of 
our classrooms. 

 

OPTIMINDS 
 

This Sunday is the 2018 Optiminds Challenge Day. We 
wish our four teams all the very best, they have worked 
very hard over the last six weeks in preparation. We will 
let you know more details of our experience in next 
week’s newsletter. Good luck to everyone involved! 
 

EXCELLENCE IN ART AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to Darcy (3P) and Murray (5S) 
MacGroarty,  as they are both Award Recipients in the 
2018 Awards of Excellence in Art Design.  Darcy 
received an Award for Excellence and Murray has 
received a Highly Commended.  Darcy and Murray are 
invited to attend the Awards Presentation at which their 
work will be exhibited at the Queensland Multicultural 
Centre at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane. We are very proud 
of you both and we look forward to you sharing your 
artwork with us after the Exhibition. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

POLICY REVIEW 
 

Thank you to those parents who provided feedback in 
our recent review of the Emmanuel Homework 
Policy.  A copy of the updated policy is available on the 
Emmanuel School Website.  The Emmanuel Behaviour 
Management Policy is now under review.  If you would 
like to provide feedback on this document,  please 
access the policy via our school website 
http://www.ecps.qld.edu.au/. Your feedback is 
welcomed and appreciated and can be emailed to 
enm@rok.catholic.edu.au.  
 

  

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

ATHLETIC STAR 
 

One of our Emmanuel students represented Mackay at 

the Capricornia Athletics Trials on Monday 20 August in 

Emerald.  Tahj Day had a great event getting a 3rd in the 

100m and 4th in the 200m and has been selected to 

represent Capricornia at the State Titles in Cairns later 

in the year. Outstanding effort Tahj.  
 

MASTER BLASTER SCHOOL CUP 
 

The Master Blaster School Cup gives boys and girls the 

opportunity to play four action packed games of cricket 

in an active and social setting – all on the one day in a 

gala format. Any 10 to 12 year old boys or girls who are 

interested in participating in the Master Blaster School 

Cricket Cup on Friday 14 September (Week 9) at Harrup 

Park are to contact Mr Cureton through your teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner 

"Disco for Drought" 
 

Friday 31 August 2018 
 

Prep – Year 6 

6:00pm till 8:00pm 

 

Glow products will be 

available for sale 

 

Spotlight on Sports 

http://www.ecps.qld.edu.au/
mailto:enm@rok.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER’S DAY STALL  
 

 

Our P&F Father’s Day stall will be held on Tuesday 28 

August. Students will be able to purchase one gift from 

the list below when they visit the stall with their class 

throughout the day. If students would like to purchase 

another gift, we will be open from 3:00pm - 3:30pm after 

school on Tuesday and also Wednesday morning 

8:00am - 8:30am. 
 

In addition to having gifts available, we will also be 

holding a raffle.  There will be 2 prizes drawn in the 

raffle. Students will have the option of purchasing 

ticket/s after they have purchased from the stall. Tickets 

will be $0.50 each or 3 for $1.00 (with a maximum of 3 

tickets per student). 
 

 

The prizes are a collection of assorted gifts for Dad. 

 

ITEM PRICE 

Toffee Box $2.00 

Mints for Dad $2.00 

Granddad Pens  $2.00 

Dad Pens  $2.00 

Magnetic Bottle Opener $2.00 

Grandad Keyrings  $3.00 

Jumbo Tape Measure  $3.00 

Note Holder $3.00 

Playing Cards $3.00 

Mouse Pads $3.00 

Stylus Metallic Pen  $3.00 

Stubby Holders  $4.00 

Grandad Stubby Holders $4.00 

Beanie  $4.00 

Dad Mug & Coaster $5.00 

Jigsaw in a Can $5.00 

Photo Frames $5.00 

Garden Set  $5.00 

Jumbo Camping Mug $5.00 

Travel Toilet Bag $5.00 

Pillow Case $6.00 

Dad’s Glass $6.00 

Sporty Metal Bottles $6.00 

Caps $6.00 

Dads Jumbo Glass $6.00 

Gift Bags $10.00 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 7 
Monday 27 August Nicole Murray 
Tuesday 28 August Tracey Camilleri 
Wednesday 29 August Milly Schneider 

Charmaine Sutherland 
Thursday 30 August  Jason Wheeler 

Lucille Powell 
Friday 31 August Marie Schembri 

Donna Ellis 

Thank You 

Prep Lola LeGarde 
Koby Buckeridge 
Lilly Bartolo 

Lexi Walker 
Kayden Rodgers 
 

Year 
1 

Chevy Thomson 
Harrison Scriha 
Emma Stewart 

George Carless 
Hudson Pearce 
Thomas Schneider 

Year 
2 

Alex Joyce 
Janice Joseph 
Paolo LoPresti 

Harrison van der 
Linden 

Cooper Saunders 

Year 
3 

Brendan Scriha 
Ella Croker 
Riley Warren 

Harry Bell 
Brody Morgan 

Year 
4 

Madison Mooney 
Laila Worth 
Brodie Garnham 

Cameron Schembri 
Ryan Wells 

Year 
5 

Leah Vella 
Aja Rose 
Sean Atherton 

Jacob Annetts 
Lachlan Paddison 
Alexi Roberts 

Year 
6 

Jack Dwyer 
Thomas Deguara 

Alex Harmsworth 
Taryn McCallum 

 

 

Principal’s Awards 

HELP WANTED 
Can you spare some time to help at our:  
 

Father’s Day Stall - Tuesday 28 August 
 

School Disco - Friday 31 August 
 

If so, please contact the Office on 4942 5999. 
 

Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Community Notices 



 

 


