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21 June 2019 
Dear Parents,   
 
 

Catholic Schools are privileged places. They provide a unique and special place where 
children and their families are able to grow and flourish in a faith filled learning environment. 
 

Improving the learning outcomes for all children at Emmanuel is our core business. The 
children are our first priority. We aim to develop each child according to their ability. We strive 
to develop the whole child, that is to develop each child spiritually, emotionally, physically 
and academically. For our school to do its job effectively, the ongoing interest and 
involvement of parents is vital. Teachers and parents working as partners means common 
goals can be established and developed more effectively and efficiently. It is important that 
the children see teachers and parents supporting each other.  Working together assists the 
children’s development and learning in so many ways. 
 

A happy, supportive and harmonious link between teachers and parents with realistic 
common goals creates a unified approach. When a child perceives a breakdown in 
communication of this vital link a child experiences conflict and may play one off against the 
other. We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have supportive and caring parents, not only 
supportive in developing community spirit, but more importantly loyal and supportive in 
helping and assisting their children’s learning. 
 

Sometimes with today’s busy and hectic lifestyles it is easy to leave school to the teachers 
but when we reflect on the points below it is well worth remembering that the link between 
teachers and parents is paramount in our children’s education. 
 

- A child’s performance is strongly influenced by his or her parents’ attitude to the school. 
- Achievement levels tend to rise when parents are seen to be interested and involved in 

their child’s schooling. 
- Parental involvement can develop a real sense of community within a school. 
- Parents have many ideas and skills that can be very useful to their school community. 
 

At Emmanuel we have an outstanding reputation for providing a high standard of teaching 
and learning. This is due to our wonderful teachers, children and your support as parents. It 
is our community that makes the difference. Emmanuel has a great community spirit, a solid 
educational foundation and dedicated teachers. 
 

This is a great catholic school that over the last 36 years has helped produce not just well 
educated young adults but compassionate people who because of their faith, confidently 
embrace a future with hope and joy. I hope that you are as proud to be a part of this 
community as I am. 
 

My appreciation and thanks to you as parents, for your valuable role as the primary educators 
of your child and to the teachers, a dedicated team of professionals who give so generously 
of their self, skills and time. 
 

 

Thank you for your continued support. It is in partnership that we can achieve great things for our children. 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

June 
 

Thurs 27: 
Yr 4 Mass 
 
Report cards 
 
Fri 28: 
Last day of Term 
Two 
 

July 
 

Mon 15: 
First day of Term 3 
 
Tues 16: 
NAIDOC Mass 
 

Wed 17 -  Fri 19: 
Challenge Cup 
 
Wed 24 – Fri 26: 
Yr 5 Camp 
 
Sat 27: 
Rock, Pop, Mine 
 

Term Planner 



VISIT FROM STUDENTS OF ST JOSEPH’S BARCALDINE 
This week we welcomed the Year 4, 5 and 6 students from St Joseph’s, 
Barcaldine.  The excursion, which has been 12 months in the planning, came 
about as a result of our Year 6’s 2018 Outback Adventure.  Seeing the 
hardships which the students and families were experiencing as a result of 
the ongoing drought conditions, it was decided that Emmanuel would support 
the students from St Joseph’s in a reciprocal visit to Mackay.   The intention 
was to give them a reprieve from the difficulties that they experience on a daily 
basis and to allow them to have some much needed fun.  

Since arriving in Mackay on Sunday evening the eleven students have spent time 
in our classrooms, participated in Music, Drama and HPE lessons and enjoyed 
all the opportunities that our school provides. They met with Fr Stephen and Fr 
James in the chapel. The group also visited local attractions within the region.  
Some of these have included: the Sugar Shed at Sarina, Eungella National Park, 
Melba House, Art Space, the Mackay Harbour, the Aquatic and Recreation 
Centre, Bucasia Beach and the Mackay Leisure Centre.  When asked about the 
highlight of their trip, one student replied, “I can’t tell you. I have loved everything.  
It has been amazing!” 

The group departed Mackay this morning and we hope that they take with them some happy memories of 
their visit to our school and region. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

CORPUS CHRISTI  
This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. We are celebrating that 
the Eucharist is truly Jesus' Body and Blood given up for us.  It is through his sacrifice that we can attain 
eternal life with God! 
 
This Sunday’s Readings:  
Genesis 14:18-20 
Melchizedek blesses Abram. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
When you eat the bread and drink of the cup  
you proclaim the death of the Lord. 
 

Luke 9:11-17 

Jesus feeds the five thousand. 
 

Jesus had many meals with his disciples and friends, but only a few meals are written about in the Gospels. 
His Last Supper had a special significance. Not only was it his final meal, but it coincided with the great Jewish 
celebration of liberation called the Passover. During this meal Jesus gave the ritual bread and wine a new 
meaning, that of his own life. When he was no longer physically present with the disciples they were to 
continue to gather around a table, to share bread and wine, and by his words, ‘This is my body; this is my 
blood,’ he promised that in these gatherings he will be present.  (Mary Coloe) 
 

Religion Education 

The Eucharist gathers 
God’s people,  

to nourish, forgive,  
and bless. 



PEER SUPPORT  
Last Friday our Peer Support groups met to investigate God Moments, how God is present in the beauty of 
nature and in our interactions with others. Students discovered that there are lots of opportunities in our daily 
lives to see the face of God and to act with God’s hands, feet, ears and lips in the service of others. By playing 
the Let’s Make Jesus Real board game they realised that their choices have an effect on themselves and 
others. 
 
Tomorrow’s activities will focus on how living our Core Values of dignity, respect and honesty Make Jesus 
Real in our everyday lives at home and school. 
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Please pray for our students who are preparing to receive the sacraments.  
 

North Mackay Parish – St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s  
Calendar of Events  -  Term Two 2019 

  Parent / Child 
Interviews 

24 – 26 June 
3:30pm – 5:30pm 

St Joseph’s 
Parish Centre 

 
YEAR LEVEL LITURGY 
The Year Four Mass will be celebrated in the Emmanuel Chapel at 9:00am on Thursday 27 June. Parents 
and families welcome.  
 

NAIDOC WEEK 2019 
NAIDOC Week is a time to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and achievements. 
It is also an opportunity to recognise the contributions that Indigenous Australians make to our country and 
our society. This year’s theme is ‘VOICE. TREATY. TRUTH. Let’s work together for a shared future.’  
 
On Tuesday 16 July, the Year Six students will accompany our older indigenous students to St Joseph’s 
Church for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander NAIDOC School Mass. It promises to be a wonderful 
celebration.  As this is a formal occasion, all students are to wear blue day uniform.  Dresses please girls. 
 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – OPENNESS  
 

“I am thankful for the gift of openness.   
It frees me to be myself.”   (Unknown) 
 
 

Openness is being honest, clear and sincere, sharing who we 
are and what we feel without pretence. It is a willingness to 
consider new ideas and listen to others with an open mind. When 
we practise openness we are receptive to the blessings and 
surprises of life.  

 
 

“Begin each day with an open mind, and end it with a full 
heart.”   (Unknown) 

 

 

 

 

 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 



REPORT CARDS FOR SEMESTER 1 
A reminder to parents to please check that you can sign in to Parent Lounge prior to reports being 
released. If you have any queries, please contact our school office. 
 
Report cards will be available through Parent Lounge from 4:00pm Thursday, 27 June. 
 

1. To access Parent Lounge, open your internet browser and type in the URL for Emmanuel 
Catholic Primary School’s website: www.ecps.qld.edu.au 

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Click on Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Log in with your unique ID number and the password remains the same as previously used. 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 

In science, Year 4W have been looking at the 
growth of bean plants. We participated in a fair test 
whereby we could only change one variable. The 
variable we chose was the substance in which we 
planted the bean seed. We used soil, pebbles and 
grass clippings. The seeds in the grass clippings 
did not sprout. The seeds in the soil and pebbles 
sprouted quickly. The soil provided the best 

environment for the seeds to continue to grow successfully because it held moisture and provided nutrients. 
The rocks did not provide the important nutrients.  
 
In religion we have been reflecting on parables. The following are insights shared by members of our class 
on the Parable of the Mustard Seed [Luke 13:18-19.] Even the smallest actions or things can make a 
difference. The kingdom is just the same as ordinary life. Even though you are only one person amongst a 
billion people, you can make a difference to create life by doing a simple thing. A bird will fly away for a while 
but it has to come back for a rest and so we come back to God to say sorry and have a rest. Good things are 
happening all the time. If we listen to God most of our life, we will have eternal life. 

In technology, we have been studying peripherals. Peripheral devices are also known as input and output 
devices, which connect a computer to other devices. They give a computer system more features. 

 

We are very proud of Lexi Worth and Harrison Bell. They are the 9 year old age 
champions from our recent athletics’ carnival.  

 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
MATHS OLYMPIAD  
Answer from last newsletter:  35 cents 
 
Question:  Alice earned a total of $65 for working five days after school. Each day after the first day, she 
earned $2 more than she earned the day before. How much did she earn on the first day? 
 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Corner 



EMMANUEL EISTEDDFOD CHOIR 2019 
We are fast approaching the 2019 Mackay Eisteddfod, of which Emmanuel 
Catholic Primary School has been a part of for many years.  Each year, our 
school nominates a singing choir from each year level from Years 1 to 6.  Some 
year levels have also entered a Verse Speaking Choir.  The Choirs entered 
are as follows: 
 

Choral Singing 
 

School Choir – Hymn and Folk Singing for Primary School / Show Choir for Primary School / Folk Group for 
Primary School (16 Year 6 students only) 
 
Year Six and Under Choir (Students from Years Five and Six) 
Year Four Choir 
Year Three Choir 
Year Two Choir 
Year One Choir 
 
Verse Speaking 
 

Year One  
Year Two  
Year Five  

The Eisteddfod Committee has strict rules regarding the number of students who can participate in a 
choir.  Preparing for a performance at the Eisteddfod requires dedication and commitment to a group 
activity; it also requires the conductor and the choir to work together to achieve the best possible 
outcome.  In year levels where there is both a Verse Speaking and a Singing Choir entered, all students will 
represent our school and perform together as part of this wonderful cultural experience.  At times, extra 
students are needed to meet the number of voices required in the group.  This means that some children 
will be asked to perform in BOTH CHOIRS across the year level.  Students are selected at the discretion of 
the choir coordinators.   If your child is part of a year level entering both a Singing and a Verse Speaking 
choir, and you DO NOT wish for your child to be considered for BOTH CHOIRS, you are asked to email 
your child’s teacher and inform them of this decision no later than MONDAY 22 JULY.  Thank you for your 
support. We look forward to a successful 2019 Eisteddfod.  

Linda Miller 
Music Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep Vincent Desbois 
Lincoln Phimister 
Leo Laister 

Zara Benedetti 
Alice Smith 
Oliver Schneider 

Year 
1 

Rhythm Johal 
Lucas Wood 
Aiden Sunilal 

Roman Illguth 
Lilly Bartolo 
Levi Langtree 

Year 
2 

Marlee Bobongie 
Mackenzie Percival 
Lincoln Sinnott 

Cayden Crowe 
Harley Diepeveen 
Vesper Horan 

Year 
3 

Angus Donnelly 
Jazna Lewis-Lukanovic 

Amy Logan 
Harrison Webber 

Year 
4 

Mitchell Overall 
Molly Phillips 
Kaitlin Shanks 

Harrison Hayes 
Ella Richards 

Year 
5 

Ethan Jansen 
Mackenzie Maunder 
Sienna Kippen 

Logyn Sammut 
Annika Wallace 
Leonor de Sousa 

Year 
6 

Ashley White 
Bella Hamilton 

Alexi Roberts 
 

 

Principal’s Awards 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Earn and Learn stickers will be handed out at Woolworths until next Tuesday, 25 
June.  If you can please bring in any stickers that you may have collected and drop them 
into the collection boxes we have at school (Prep and at the back of the Staff Room next 
to the lost property box), as the sticker total has to be submitted to Woolworths.   

OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 
Please find attached to this newsletter our July vacation care program.  
 
If you are interested in enrolling your child at this service, our number is 0429 311 579 or email us at 
ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Lauren Gossweiler 
Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 10 
Monday 24 June Nicole Murray 

Tuesday 25 June Ailsa Stafford 

Wednesday 26 June Asinate Waqa 
Alice Symons 

Thursday 27 June  Paul Johnson 

Friday 28 June Marie Schembri 
HELP WANTED 

Thank You 


