
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

19 September 2019 

 
Dear Parents, 

 
Schools, as a matter of reality, have to address situations that are sensitive in 

nature. We are made aware of information, personal or private circumstances and 

information. It is shared with school because it helps us to support children and 

families.  

 

For many of our staff, who are parents as well as employees, this can place them in 

potentially difficult situations. At times they may be asked questions that really as 

professional employees they cannot give answers to. I would hope that most parents 

would not expect them to share this information!! What would this say about their 

professionalism if they did share? I have found the easiest way to avoid this is 

simple. Just don’t ask!  

 

What our school hopes and expects is effort by all members of our community to do 

the same. We need parents and children to do what is needed to help a situation 

get better or for the school to try to develop solutions to problems or challenges in 

the short and long term.  

 

This may require people to share information with the school or to let us know about 

a situation or it may mean that parents and children don’t involve themselves, refrain 

from ‘over sharing’ with anyone that wants to hear because this will do nothing to 

help fix the problem and potentially make it worse.  

 

Sadly there have been too many times in my experience where (even with the best 

intentions) parents addressing problems directly with other parents or contacting 

parents about things they have witnessed before the school can go about 

responding, has lead to the problem becoming more complex or the school having 

to deal with a situation that has escalated.  

 

Our school will not always get things right or go about things in the best way. I am 
ok with this as long as we learn from it, make changes and improve how we do this 
the next time. This is called learning! We as adults, parents and members of a school 
community have opportunities to learn as well. 
 
Term 3 has drawn to a close and the school holidays provide a timely opportunity 
for the children, staff and parents to regroup, shrug off the end of term blues in 
readiness for the final term of the school year. Life at Emmanuel has again been 
very full and we have a great deal to show for our endeavours. 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

September 
 

Thur 19 

Prep Prayer 

Celebration 
 

 

Fri 20 

Rugby League Gala Day 

 

Netball Gala Day 

 

Last day of Term 3 

 

October 
 

Tues 8 

Term 4 commences 

 

Mon 21 onwards 

Mackay Eisteddfod 

 

Fri 25 

World Teachers’ Day 

 

Day for Daniel 

 

 
 

 

Term Planner 

 

 



As I flick through the pages of my diary, nearly every day of each week reveals a bounty of wonderful activities 
and experiences we have all enjoyed.  Naidoc Mass, Challenge Cup, Catholic Education Week, Confirmation 
and First Communion Masses, Feast Day Mass, Father’s Day, School Disco, Book Week Dress Up Day, 
Year 5 and Year 6 Camps, Dance Fever Challenge, class Masses and liturgies, sports trials and so much 
more. 

For all of that has happened in, out and around the school this term, I would like to pass on my thanks to the 

staff and parents for their effort and commitment to ensuring that our students at Emmanuel have such a 

breadth and choice of activities and programs. Well done to everyone, you truly have earned a well-deserved 

rest. 

As this is the last Newsletter for the term, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Holiday.  

I hope you all have a wonderful two weeks with your children and may God continue to bless you and keep 

you safe. 
 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
 

The last Sunday of September is designated by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference as Social Justice 

Sunday. On this Sunday every year the Bishops release their annual Social Justice Statement, which outlines 

the application of the Church's social principles to critical issues of the day. 
 

This year, the Statement is titled: ‘Making It Real - Genuine Human Encounter in Our Digital World.’ 
 

In the digital world, there are immense benefits for humanity…..Yet, for all its present and potential use for 

good, the ‘web can be a place of loneliness, manipulation, exploitation and violence’……Every social media 

user, community, and political or corporate leader is called to do more to build online neighbourhoods ordered 

towards genuine human encounter…… And every member of the Church has a distinct role to play.’ 
 

Pope Francis is calling us to ‘boldly become citizens of the digital world’, with the image of the Good Samaritan 

as our inspiration. We are called not only to love our neighbour, but to bring the love of God to the new global 

neighbourhood. 

 
Gracious God, 

give us ears to hear, eyes to see and hearts to love, 

so that we reflect you in our way of life, 

and in our choices, words and actions. 

Amen 

 

For further details about the Social Justice Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council 

website at www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au  

 

WE NEED YOUR ODD SOCKS! 

Socktober is an initiative of Catholic Mission. Held in World Mission Month each year, it is an opportunity for 

us to focus our attention on those less fortunate than ourselves and to be grateful for all that we have.  
 

During Term Four, as part of our Socktober activities, some year levels will be doing a 

puppetry unit in Drama.  We are looking for donations of odd socks that can be made 

into puppets. The socks can be any size, colour or design. Students will make their 

puppets and work in groups to develop a simple script for performance. Thank you for 

sending suitable socks to school by Friday 11 October, so that we are ready to start 

making our puppets the following week.  Let the fun begin! 

 

Religious Education 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/


MISSION FAIR 
 

 
 

 

This week we are excited to report that our Mission Fair was an AMAZING success. The students had fun 

visiting the stalls and playing the games. We raised more than $5700. That is equivalent to providing an 

education and learning material for more than 200 students in Ghana for a whole year. WOW!  
 

 

 

The ‘Fun and Games’ raffle was drawn yesterday and thirty lucky winners took home prizes. Max Smith (6K) 

correctly guessed ‘What’s in the Box?’  We are sure he will enjoy the movie tickets, popcorn and jaffas during 

the holidays.  
 

 
 

‘Trash and Treasure’ returned to Mission Fair this year and everyone who visited had fun seeking out a 

bargain. A big thank you to all who donated goodies to this stall. Lots of children found treasures to take 

home. 
 

Our Mini Vinnies group ran a new stall at this year’s fair. The online challenge that 

rewards correct answers with free rice is an initiative of the United Nations World Food 

Programme.   
 

The freerice.org stall collected 13490 grains of rice – that is more than two cups of rice. 

It is great to think that we can have fun, practise our skills/increase our knowledge and 

help to feed the hungry in our world at the same time.  
 

You might like to visit this website in the holidays. There are various categories and levels of difficulty. It is 

worth the effort, for you and for others. 
 

A big THANK YOU to our creative, hardworking staff who organised and managed the stalls, painted faces 

and fingernails, provided prizes and supervised the activities. Our Year Six school leaders and student 

teachers are also thanked for their efforts and enthusiasm. 
 

Together we are making a difference in the lives of others. Well done and thank you everyone. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Please pray for our students who have enrolled in the 2019/2020 Sacramental Program. At parish Masses 

last weekend they participated in Children’s Liturgy and committed to prepare to receive the Sacrament of 

Penance. 

 



CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 
 

Our Parish Priest, Fr Stephen Hanly, will celebrate thirty years of priesthood in 

November. Please find attached to this newsletter an invitation to join the celebrations 

at a special Mass and supper to be held at St Joseph’s Church and Parish Centre. All 

welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BEFORE / AFTER SCHOOL PROCEDURES AND PLAY AREAS 
 

Parents are advised of the following procedures which assist us with the smooth running of the school day: 

 

 School begins at 8.30am with morning duty commencing at 8.10am.  Prep students are supervised in 
the area outside the Prep classrooms until the bell, while all other students are supervised in the areas in 
which they are playing, e.g., Fr Joe Carroll oval, playground and tuckshop area.  We ask that children 
place their bags in the port racks provided outside their classroom and  wait until 8.10am before 
commencing play. NO child is to access the playground equipment until there is a teacher on 
supervision duty – this includes Prep.  If you are late or need to pick up your child from school early 
you are required to call into the office to sign your child in or out.  All visitors to the school are required to 
sign in/out at the office whenever they are in the school grounds.  This can seem an onerous task, however 
this procedure allows us to be aware of who is on the school grounds at all times. 

 

 Stop, Drop, Go Zone / Bus Zone – NO PLAY:  School concludes at 3.00pm and supervision is provided 
at our designated pick-up areas which include the Stop, Drop, Go Zone and the Bus Zone.  Students are 
required to move to one of these areas and NOT to play on the playground equipment or any other areas 
after school, as supervision is not provided.  Parents who pick up their child after school and remain on 
school grounds, for any reason, should be aware that their children are under their supervision during this 
time. When parents are supervising their child while exiting the school, they should ensure that school 
rules are followed.  

 

 If under school aged children are brought onto the school grounds, then it is the responsibility of the 
supervising parent to provide active supervision. 

 

LATE ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 
Late arrival at school is a genuine problem for students.  During the first ten minutes at school much work is 

done by teachers to orient students to the day ahead.  Prayers are said and important instructions are 

issued.  The Daily Bulletin is read to students and important notices in regards to music lessons, sporting 

teams etc are read out.  Students who come late to school, miss this precious time and can find themselves 

in all sorts of trouble for not heeding these instructions.  Some classes spend the first ten minutes of the day 

drilling number facts, changing reading books or correcting homework.   Late arrival at school ruins a 

student’s day and frustrates teachers.  Of course, sometimes things happen and it can't be avoided and 

teachers have no problem with “one off” occasions.  However, repeated late arrival at school is a serious 

issue for some students and affects their feelings about the day right from the beginning.  Students who arrive 

late to school are to be signed in at the office by an adult as rolls are marked in the first few minutes of 

the day and attendance records sent to the office. Late arrivals need to have their records changed for the 

day.  
 

 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 



Teachers who note a pattern of late arrivals will discuss it with the Principal and bring the matter to parents’ 

attention.  
 

Repeated late arrival at school tells children that school is not important.  
 

Parents are advised that when children are late, they (the parents) are to come to the office and sign 

the Early Departure/Late Register, which is kept on the front counter. 

 
UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 
A big thank you to the vast majority of parents who always ensure their children wear the correct school 

uniform to school each day.  Please see below the expectations in relation to footwear.  Please ensure that 

when you are purchasing footwear, these guidelines are adhered to:  

 

BOYS FORMAL SHOES/SOCKS:  Grey ankle socks; traditional lace-up black leather school shoes (or low 

cut black leather LYNX are suitable) PLEASE NOTE LEATHER “STREET” STYLE SHOES SUCH AS 

KUSTOM BRAND ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  

 

GIRLS FORMAL SHOES/SOCKS:  White ankle socks; traditional black leather lace-up school shoes – NOT 

BUCKLE - low cut black leather LYNX are suitable. PLEASE NOTE LEATHER “STREET” STYLE SHOES 

SUCH AS KUSTOM BRAND AND MARY JANE STYLE (pictured below) ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.   

 

 

 

 SPORTS SHOES/SOCKS - leather or leather look with fabric - low cut joggers, WHITE laces, WHITE 
background, some colour trim is acceptable. Canvas shoes eg. Dunlop Volleys, high cut basketball 
shoes and white “street” shoes with coloured laces are NOT acceptable.  NO “FLURO” COLOURS 
PLEASE! 

 Sports socks - white with royal blue and gold stripe. 
 

 

DANCE FEVER – THANKYOU 
A big thank you to Drey and Grace for providing Emmanuel students with an exciting Dance Fever program 

this term. The pair have enthusiastically introduced the students to various styles of dance, fostered etiquette 

and encouraged fitness. Thank you also to the students and parents who came along to the Dance Fever 

Interschool Challenge on Tuesday night.  It was wonderful to see the students enjoying themselves on the 

dance-floor and representing Emmanuel with such pride.  We also won the Director’s Choice in the Show 

Dance. Well done everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not acceptable 



MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:    214 
 

 
LOST PROPERTY 
Our lost property box is overflowing. Do you recognise any of these items? If so, please collect by 
3pm tomorrow afternoon. After this time, items will be sent to St Vincent’s or the uniform shop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC NEWS – EISTEDDFOD 2019 
Students in all singing choirs received a letter this week regarding the arrangements for the 2019 Eisteddfod 

performances.  Please read details carefully and return permission forms at your earliest convenience.  Spare 

copies of the letters will be available from the front office or Mrs Miller. 

 
Linda Miller 

Music Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Prep Gabriella Brown 
Koa Runnalls 
Flynn Devin 

Michael Swan 
Ellie Kirby 
Jackson Percival 

Year 
1 

Brooklyn Nock 
Mila Wales 
Jensen Steen 

Koby Buckeridge 
Mason Woods 
Hugo Anderson 

Year 
2 

Brody Walmsley 
Mila Zarb 
Molly Haack 

Ryder Gundry 
Elizabeth Swan 
Chanelle Baretta 

Year 
3 

Chloe Connolly 
Ruby Deguara 

Jasmyn Craig 
Isaac Scully 

Year 
4 

Leila Menso 
Brendan Scriha 
Blake Hudson 

Daniel Jackson 
Lexi Worth 
Landon Hammer 

Year 
5 

Ryan Kidd 
Masey Kelly 
Blake Grimshaw 
Caitlin Diepeveen 

Adaleen Bell 
Mia Overall 
Addison Furini 

Year 
6 

Lily Ringelstein 
Jesse Riley 

Max Dolphin 

 

Principal’s Awards 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

With this being the last week of term, we will be 

running our stock down for the holidays. This 

may mean some menu items will become 

unavailable by Friday. Please speak to your child 

regarding a second choice if this does occur. 

 

Also, some of our volunteers have become unavailable due to illness or return to work situations, therefore 

we are needing more assistance in the term ahead. Please consider helping in the tuckshop – it is only one 

day per month between approximately 9:00am – 1:30pm. No experience is required and the children enjoy 

having Mum, Dad or a Grandparent at school for the day. Please contact the office if you can help. 

 

Thank you, Angie McGowan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 

As of the second week of Term 4, Year One children will be arriving at OSHC unescorted.  This change in 

procedure occurs every year to help support the OSHC children transition into Year Two.  Weekly enrolment 

lists will still be provided to their class teachers.  Children currently enrolled in the preparatory year will be still 

escorted to OSHC by an Educator. If families of Year One children have any queries or concerns, please do 

not hesitate to let us know. 
 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster –  TERM 4 - Week 1  
Monday 7 Oct PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 8 Oct Rachel Worth 

Wednesday 9 Oct Stephen Northam 

Thursday 10 Oct Nicci Lewis 

Friday 11 Oct Mark Ayles 

Michelle Buckeridge 

Katie Murphy 

Thank You 

 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

Norfair 8th November 
 

As Emmanuel School is part of St Joseph’s Parish, we will again be holding a cake/bake stall. 

 

A request for home baking will be sent out in Term 4. 

 

We look forward to your continued support. 

 

Many thanks, P & F Association 



 
  



 

 

  



 

Dis  

 

School Disco 
 


