
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

18 October 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Only another seven weeks to go before another school year ends and there is much 

happening between now and 07 December, especially in the remaining three weeks of 

October.  As outlined in last week’s newsletter, plans are currently being made for 2019 

and the key factor upon which this planning is based, is enrolment facts and figures, 

therefore it is essential to be as accurate as possible in predicting the number of students 

at Emmanuel come January next year.  I ask you then, to keep us informed about 

potential moves between now and the beginning of the year.  I understand that, 

occasionally, unforeseen developments require a last minute change of plan, but, we 

would be grateful for any information that you could give us in relation to any move.  

Thank you for helping us to be well-prepared for the year ahead. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to address the matter of class placement as this 

seems to be a concern for some parents at this time every year.  Parents, please 

remember that there are 575 students at Emmanuel.  Teachers, administrative and 

support staff and in particular, Mrs McDonald, put a lot of time and thought into class 

placement with many factors taken into account including friendships, spread of 

achievement levels, balance of girls and boys and student needs to name a few.  

Teachers do ask students to name a handful of friends and they try to ensure that each 

student is placed with at least one of those named, while also taking into account the 

many other variables.  Once classes are set, to make one change can affect many 

others. 

As you can imagine it is not possible and not desirable either, for parents to get involved 

in the placement of their children into classes.  Such an approach would pose numerous 

problems, so please trust that we do the best we can.  Having said that, if you have 

significant information relevant to your child’s placement, please make this known, in 

writing, to me by Friday 02 November.  This information will be taken into consideration 

as appropriate.  Please do not request particular teachers unless there are exceptional 

reasons for doing so, keeping in mind that teachers may not remain on present year 

levels in any case. 

Thank you to the very many parents who share relevant information, let us get on with 

the job at hand and then support their children in the decisions made, whether things go 

the way they prefer or not.  We appreciate your trust and your children will thank you 

one day as well. 

 
 

 

 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 

 

 

October 
 

 
 

 

Mon 22: 

 Pupil free day 

 Show Choir (Yr 5) 
 

Tues 23: 

 Yr 2 Speaking 

 Yr 1 Singing 

 Yr 4 Singing 
 

Thur 25: 

 Yr 1 Speaking 

 Yr 3 Speaking 

Yr 6 Hymn and Folk  
 

Fri 26: 

 Day for Daniel 
 

Wed 31: 

 Andrew Chinn visit 
 

November 
 

Wed 7 – Fri 9:  

 Year 5 Camp 
 

Fri 9: 

 Norfair 
 

Wed 14: 

 Swimming begins  

 P – Yr 3 
 

Fri 30: 

 Swimming ends 

December 
 

Mon 3:  

 Christmas Carols

 HSC Orientation 
 

Thur 6: 

 Thanksgiving Mass 
 

Fri 7: 

Last day of school year 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

CLAY BALLS – A REFLECTION 
A man was exploring caves by the seashore. In one of 
the caves, he found a canvas bag full of hardened clay 
balls. They didn't look like much, but they intrigued the 

man so he took the bag out of the cave with him.  
 

As he strolled along the beach, he threw the clay balls 
one at a time into the ocean. He didn’t really think about 
what they were until he dropped one of the balls and it 
cracked open on a rock. Inside was a beautiful, precious 
stone. 
 

Excitedly the man started breaking open the remaining 
clay balls. Each contained a similar treasure. He found 
thousands of dollars worth of jewels in the twenty or so 
clay balls he had left.  
 

Then it struck him. He had been on the beach a long 
time. He had thrown maybe sixty clay balls with their 
hidden treasure into the ocean waves. Instead of 
thousands of dollars in treasure, he could have taken 
home tens of thousands, but he had just thrown it away. 
 

It's like that with people. We look at someone, maybe 
even ourselves, and all we see is the external clay 
vessel. There is a treasure in each and every one of us. 
If we take the time to get to know each other, and if we 
ask God to show us what He sees, then the clay begins 
to peel away and the brilliant gem begins to shine forth. 
 
May we not come to the end of our lives and find out that 
we have thrown away a fortune in friendships, because 
the gems were hidden in bits of clay. May we see the 
people in our world as God sees them.  
 

(Author Unknown) 

 

WORLD MISSION MONTH 
‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news …..’  (Isaiah 52:7) 
 

This year we will be celebrating SOCCERTOBER.  It is 
an opportunity for us to focus our attention on those less 
fortunate than ourselves and to be grateful for all that 
we have. Students in all classes will participate in 
activities that promote justice, prayer and action. 
Together we can make a difference and help others. 
 

 

 

 

MONTH OF THE ROSARY        

“The Rosary is the most beautiful and the most rich in 

graces of all prayers; it is the prayer that touches most 

the Heart of the Mother of God…and if you wish peace 

to reign in your homes, recite the family 

Rosary.” (Pope Saint Pius X)                                                                     

The Rosary is the story of the New 
Testament. Through the beads we recall 
the joyful, sorrowful and glorious times in 
the life of Mary and Jesus. We follow Mary 
from the Annunciation, when the 
archangel Gabriel came to ask her to 
become the Mother of Christ, to the day 
she was crowned Queen of Heaven. We 
follow Jesus from the moment the Holy 
Spirit came upon Mary, through his 
childhood, his cruel death on the cross, the 
joy of Easter when he rose from the dead, 
to the day he ascended to Heaven in glory. 
We reflect on the teachings and miracles 
of Jesus. 
 
During October we are encouraged to pray this beautiful 
prayer and to reflect on the mysteries of our faith which 
it memorialises. Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
this month, students and staff will gather in the chapel 
at lunchtime to say The Rosary. We will pray for peace 
in our families, our school and in our world. A big thank 
you to the students who having been helping to lead this 
time of prayer. 
 

To find out more about The Rosary and how to pray it, 

go to Catholic Online: 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 

 

BEACH DAY 
Our annual beach day and walkathon was held last 
Friday at Bucasia Beach. We walked and played on the 
beach and in the park. There were lots of CRAZY 
SOCKS on show and we collected almost $700 for the 
Missions. A big THANK YOU to the P&F who donated, 
cooked and served the sausage-sizzle lunch. It was 
delicious. 

 
ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Please continue to pray for the students who are 
enrolled in the parish program. They will receive the 
Sacrament of Penance for the first time at the end of 
October.  

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

St Joseph’s 
Church 

Saturday 
6pm Mass First and 

Third 
weekend of 
each month 

St Joseph’s 
Church 

Sunday 
9am Mass 

St Brendan’s 
Church 

Sunday 
7:30am Mass 

 
Students preparing for First Penance through the St 
Joseph’s Parish are reminded to attend this weekend. A 
big thank you to all our teachers who participate in this 
important ministry. 

Religious Education 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php


WEAR RED 
On Friday, 26 October, we will join with the rest of 
Australia in acknowledging ‘Day for Daniel’. It is a child 
safety and protection initiative that aims to help 
empower our children to Recognise, React and Report 
if they feel something is not right. ‘Wear Red and 
Educate’ is the theme of ‘Day for Daniel’. 
 
All students are invited to 
wear something red 
(socks, shoelaces, 
ribbons) with their school 
uniform next Friday. It is 
not a free dress day. No 
donation is required for 
participation.   
 
For more information about the Daniel Morcombe 
Foundation and ‘Day for Daniel’ go to: 
http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/ 
 

CHAPEL MASS  
A reminder that Fr Stephen celebrates Mass in the 
Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 
is a great way to start your day. All welcome. 
 

NORFAIR RAFFLE 
In conjunction with St Joseph’s Parish Norfair, our Year 
Six students will be selling tickets in the Norfair raffle.  
 
Tickets are $2 each and the prizes are as follows: 
1st $1,000 cash 
2nd $500 cash 
3rd $500 cash 
 
Students will be selling tickets before school from next 
Tuesday, 23 October, or you may purchase directly from 
the Office. 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

PURPOSEFULNESS 
Being purposeful is having a clear focus, instead of 

being unsure of what you are doing or why you are doing 

it. You are acting purposefully when you have a goal you 

are working toward. You concentrate your mind and 

your efforts to achieve your goal. You have a positive 

attitude and don’t let obstacles stop you from doing what 

is important. Some people just let things happen. A 

purposeful person makes things happen. 

  

“To live a happy, fulfilled and purposeful life every 

day is not just a dream; it is a daily responsibility.”   

(Unknown) 
 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 

BOOKLISTS/BOOKPACKS 
Today, booklists will be emailed to parents, as well as 
being attached to this week’s Newsletter. Bookpacks 
may also be ordered online through Mackay School 
Supplies. Their webite is as follows:  
www.mackayschoolsupplies.booklist.com.au. 
 
If you wish to utilise this year’s bookpack service, you 
may either order online or open and print the word 
document for the relevant year level.  
 
All orders must be placed by FRIDAY 2 NOVEMBER, 
either online or handed into the school office. PLEASE 
NOTE: CASH CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE 
OFFICE. Paper copies will not be sent home, however, 
copies are available from the office. 
 
ALL bookpack orders placed by Friday 2 November, 
will be available for collection from the school Tuesday 
27 November and Wednesday 28 November. Times 
of collections will be advised closer to the time. 
 
Early next week (unless notified otherwise by your 
child’s teacher) all unused and reusable stationary items 
will be sent home so as they can be recycled for next 
year if you choose to do so. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

 
TYPING TOURNAMENT DROUGHT RELIEF 
Thank you to all families for your very generous support.  
All students typing word counts are currently being 
finalised. All purple forms with any donations and 
sponsorships still outstanding will be returned next 
Tuesday 23 October.  All money is due to be returned 
by Friday 26 October.  Further details of money raised 
will be published in next week’s Newsletter. 

 
NAPLAN 
Emmanuel has achieved commendable results overall 

in this year’s NAPLAN assessments.  Five sections of 

the curriculum are tested in NAPLAN – Grammar and 

Punctuation, Spelling, Writing, Reading and Numeracy, 

in both Year Three and Year Five.  These strong results 

are indicative of a balanced preparation for NAPLAN 

testing which allowed students to understand the types 

of responses required and to feel comfortable with the 

type of testing used. 

 

The purpose of NAPLAN results at school, system and 
national levels is to identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of education programs and to help set 
goals for improvement.  In the classroom, NAPLAN 
results show teachers how their students’ achievement 
compares to a wider group of students across Australia.  
Individual student reports can be used to inform 
discussion between parents and teachers about your 
child’s achievements and progress. 

Curriculum Corner 

http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/


It is important to remember that individual results reflect 

each student’s performance at a single point in time only 

and may not reflect their true capabilities.  Literacy and 

Numeracy is frequently assessed by teachers and this 

type of external testing serves to complement rather 

than replace the information that teachers gather on a 

daily basis within the classroom.  NAPLAN test results 

are considered by the teaching staff as a whole school, 

class and individual student level, to help improve 

teaching and learning for the future. 

Individual NAPLAN student reports will be sent home 

today with Year Three and Year Five students, parents 

are encouraged to talk further with their child’s 

classroom teacher if they have any concerns about this 

report. 

I would like to commend all of the student’s and their 

teacher’s on the way in which they adapted so calmly 

and enthusiastically to NAPLAN Online.  It was pleasing 

to see that the children were competent in the extra 

skills such as keyboarding, and reading between 

screens which were demanded of them using the digital 

platform. 

 
Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES – 
TERM 4 
Year 6 students recently elected class representatives 
to the Student Council for Term Four.  Congratulations 
to the following students on their election: 
 
6F         Maya Heke and Thomas Dennis 
6RS      Tyla Saron and Ryan Desbois 

6W        Sydney Houston and Harrison Deguara 
 

These students will receive their badges on 
assembly tomorrow, Friday  19 October at 
9.00am.  Congratulations once again!  
 

LUKE KENNEDY 
Year 4, 5 and 6 students were very lucky to hear some 
great advice from motivational speaker Luke Kennedy 
on Tuesday.   Luke spoke with passion and enthusiasm 
about the importance of being true to yourself and 
following the right path.  Some Year 6 students have 
shared their thoughts below: 
 
I learnt that on the journey to 
your ultimate goal, the 
achievement is not the goal 
but the person you become 
from it. (Matthew Shanks) 
 

I learnt to master focusing on 
my mind and life before 
going out and helping other 
people accomplish their 
desires. The biggest standout for me was be yourself, 
not what the outside world wants you to be. (William 
McGrath) 
 

I learnt that you should follow your passion and not be a 
sheep following a shepherd. If you fall, pick yourself 
back up and try again until you succeed.  (Charlie 
Tickle) 
 
It is not about the goal you want to reach. It is about the 
person you become trying to reach it. (Maya Heke)   
 

I learnt that friends like you for who you are, not who 
people think you are.  (Lucy Baretta) 
 

Life will have some ups and downs, but that 
shouldn't stop you from achieving your goal.  (Paige 
Mooney) 
 
A failure is not a failure. It is a lesson to learn from. If 
you don't learn anything from it, then it is a 
failure.  (Nicholas Doyle) 
 

 

CLASSES 2019 
This term will see staff arrange classes for the 2019 
school year.  This process is very deliberate and time 
consuming but also very important to creating balanced 

classes throughout the school.  I’d like to provide 
parents with some of the underlying principles that drive 
our decision making: 
 
1. We always aim to create classes that are balanced 
in need.  We consider the academic, social, emotional 
and behavioural needs of the children when placing 
them in a class.  This is never straight forward and often 
needs considerable thought. 
 
2. We consider the gender balance within the group, 
the body of knowledge that we have gathered on each 
child and any parent input that may assist. 
 
3.   We always endeavour to be just, fair and 

compassionate to the needs of each child. 
 
I invite parents to write to me if you have information 
about your child that may assist the staff in placing your 
child.  While I always stipulate that parents are not able 
to request certain teachers and groups of friends, there 
is often information that, as a school, we are unaware of 
and would benefit from knowing.  Please put your 
consideration in writing and send to the office 
addressed to Miss Rostirolla by the end of Week 
Four of term, Friday 2 November.   
 
I would also like to stress that our staff know their 
students very well and will do their very best throughout 
this process.  I urge parents to trust us in making 
informed decisions that we consider will be the best for 
each child. 
 

LATE ARRIVAL 
I appreciate that late arrival to school can be a 
contentious issue for a number of people and may 
require some changes to family routines so that the 
children can be at school on time regardless of traffic or 
other issues in the mornings.  
 

The Emmanuel school day begins promptly at 
8.40am.  A reminder that if children arrive at school later 
than this time, parents must come to the school office 
and sign the Early Departure/Late Arrival Register book. 



Some students are arriving late to school and reporting 
to the classroom without a parent signing them in.  For 
your child’s safety we ask that you adhere to this legal 
requirement within our school. 
 
 

Thank you for assisting us with this issue. Apart from 
any roll marking requirements we have (and there are 
many), being punctual is important because it allows the 
children time to be settled and calm before school.  It 
can help take the stress out of the morning routine if the 
children know that they will not be late. Children helping 
mums and dads to have them at school on time, also 
helps them to take personal responsibility for managing 
their time.  
 

Thank you again for your assistance.  
 

MACKAY EISTEDDFOD INFORMATION  
The Mackay Eisteddfod is currently underway and our 
Emmanuel Choirs are ready to perform!  Last week, 
participating students received a letter outlining details 
of transportation and dress requirements.  If you have 
any questions regarding the timetable below, please 
contact Mrs McDonald (Choral singing) or Mrs Kliese 
(Verse Speaking).   We wish all of our choirs the best of 
luck!   

 

 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
Just a reminder that next Monday, 22 October is a 
Pupil Free Day. 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

2018 Mackay Region Schools Tennis Challenge  
Mackay Region Primary Schools are invited to be part 
of the 2018 Challenge on Sunday October 28, 9:00am-
3:30pm. It is a great social day of doubles for juniors 
across the Mackay Region. Students can nominate in 
the Orange Ball Competition (8-10yr olds) or the open 
Green Ball Competition. Cost is $10 a participant. For 
further information please email Mr Cureton (HPE 
Teacher) glen_cureton@rok.catholic.edu.au or through 
your child’s teacher. Nominations will close by Monday 
22 October.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 
Due to Eisteddfod and work commitments, our volunteer 
numbers are especially low this week. We have no one 
available for either Thursday or Friday, which are both 
very busy days. As you know our canteen cannot 
function without volunteer assistance and we would 
greatly appreciate any time you may be able to offer. 
Please phone the office if you are able to help. Thank 
you. 
 

OSHC 
Welcome to Term 4.  Thank you to those staff and 
families who participated in our recent vacation care 
program.  We enjoyed many diverse activities which 
ranged from excursions to the Mackay Harbour and 
Kidz Life, drama, art and card-making workshops and a 
visit from the RSPCA.  

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School 

Mackay Eisteddfod 2018 

Please note that return / pick-up times are approximate 

only due to scheduling changes which may occur on 

the day 

DAY/TIME SECTION 

DESCRIPTION 

TRANSPORT TO 

MECC 

TRANSPORT 

BACK FROM 

MECC 

MONDAY 

22  Oct at 

6:30pm 

Primary 

Schools Show 

Choir 

(Year 5 Choir) 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  6:00pm 

Parents collect 

students from 

MECC  7:45pm 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

8.30am 

Grade 2 

Choral 

Speaking 

Group 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:30am 

Bus back to 

school 9:45am 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

1:00pm 

Grade 1 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Bus to MECC 

12:15pm 

Bus back to 

school 1:45pm 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

6.30pm 

Grade 4 and 

Under 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  6:00pm 

Parents collect 

students from 

MECC  7:45pm 

THURSDA

Y 

25  Oct at 

8:30am 

Grade 1 

Choral 

Speaking 

Group 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:00am 

Bus back to 

school 9:30am 

THURSDA

Y 

25  Oct at 

8:30am 

Grade 3 

Choral 

Speaking 

Group 

Bus to MECC 

8.45am 

Bus back to 

school 10:30am 

THURSDA

Y 

25  Oct at 

1.00pm 

Primary 

Schools Hymn 

& Folk Grade 6 

Choir 

Bus to MECC 

12:15pm 

Bus back to 

school 1:45pm 

FRIDAY 

26  Oct at 

8.30am 

Grade 3 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:00am 

Bus back to 

school 9:30am 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 3 
Monday 22 October PUPIL FREE DAY 
Tuesday 23 October Tracey Camilleri 
Wednesday 24 October Milly Schneider 

Charmaine Sutherland 
Thursday 25 October  Jason Wheeler 

Lucille Powell 
Friday 26 October Marie Schembri 

Donna Ellis 

Thank You 

Spotlight on Sports 

mailto:glen_cureton@rok.catholic.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
On the first day of the 
holidays, Miss Nixon and 
our little “MasterChef’s” 
baked up a storm of 
delicious treats such as 
marshmallow slice, choc-
chip cookies, chocolate 
balls and patty cakes.   
 

The favourable weather during the recent weeks has 
enticed us to utilise our beautiful outside school areas.  
Children have been enjoying the pleasant afternoons 
with kite-flying, art and craft, construction blocks and 
sport, as well as growing their own seeds.  Our 
Homework club members are encouraged to complete 
their tasks in the quiet area outside the library. 
 

As of 8 October, we have a new accounts collection 
system, Debit Success, which has replaced Ezi-Debit.  
Families that are currently enrolled do not need update, 
as your details have been rolled over. 
 

We are currently finalising the 2019 enrolment 
documents for new families.  Please remember to 
upload current details of your enrolment on to your 
mygov account, to access any eligible child care 
subsidy. 
 
REMINDER TO FAMILIES – MONDAY 22 OCTOBER 
IS A PUPIL-FREE DAY.  WE  WILL BE OPERATING 
FROM 7.00AM TO 6.00PM. 
 

If you would like to enrol your child at this service, or 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us 
0429 311 579 or email us on ENM_OSHC 
@rok.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Have a great week. 
 

Lauren Gossweiler 
EMMANUEL OSHC COORDINATOR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO NETBALL “SUNCORP 

NETSETGO” 

 

Netball program for girls and boys aged 5 to 10 

years. 

 

TERM 4 - Weekly, Starting on Thursday the 18th of 

October - 22nd of November (6 week Program) 

 

Time - 3.30pm to 4.30pm 

 

Where - Emmanuel Catholic Primary School - 

Netball Courts (Top Oval), Baxter Street, Mount 

Pleasant  

 

Cost: 

Non Netball Qld Members - $85.00 (Includes a 

NetSetGo Pack) 

Netball Qld Members -  $40.00 (Includes a training 

singlet) 

 

For more details and how to register please 

contact the Saints Netball Club 

at saintsnetballclubmky@gmail.com. 
 
Rebecca Gardner  
0402 018 775 
 

mailto:saintsnetballclubmky@gmail.com
tel:0402%20018%20775


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position Vacant – Professional Standards & 

Safeguarding Manager 

 

The Bishop and the Catholic Diocese of 

Rockhampton are committed to ensuring the 

safety, well-being and dignity of all people, 

especially children and vulnerable adults in our 

communities.  We have an important legal, moral 

and spiritual responsibility to create a safe and 

nurturing environment for our people. Having laid 

strong foundations in recent years by 

implementing a safeguarding framework 

throughout the Diocese, a skilled Professional 

Standards & Safeguarding Manager is required to 

continue this very important work.  

 

Applicants are asked to submit a covering letter, 

their resumé and no more than four pages 

addressing each of the Key Selection Criteria 

(shown on page 6 of the Position Description) to 

hr@rok.catholic.net.au. The Position Description 

can be downloaded at 

www.rok.catholic.net.au/pssgmanager.   

 

For further information, please call Vicki Oliver on 

07 4887 3090 or email hr@rok.catholic.net.au.  

 

Applications will close on Monday, 29th October at 

9am. 

 
Monday, 22 October 

Pupil Free Day 

mailto:hr@rok.catholic.net.au
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/pssgmanager
mailto:hr@rok.catholic.net.au

