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18 July 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to school and to the start of a new term.  I trust that you had an enjoyable 
break from early morning routines and that this holiday period was a special time for you 
and your family.  I particularly enjoyed these holidays as we were blessed with such 
wonderful weather which allowed me to attend to a few odd jobs around the house.  Most 
importantly it was a time to catch up with family and friends. 
 
A quick look at the Term 3 calendar would suggest that we will be busy once again and 
as usual there are numerous activities planned for what will be an exciting ten weeks 
ahead.  We look forward to such highlights as the Naidoc Mass and celebrations, 
Catholic Education Week, Feast Day Celebrations, Miss Leesa Jeffcoat’s Visit, Dance 
Fever, Father’s Day, School Validation, to name but a few. 
 
This week as we celebrate NAIDOC Week let us take the time to remember the history 
and culture of our beautiful country, Australia.  NAIDOC Week does not mean that we 
only celebrate and recognize our past for one week in a year.  This must be integrated 
and incorporated into all that we do as it does not stand in isolation.  Through the sharing 
and passing down of stories, we gain an appreciation and knowledge, as we 
acknowledge and develop an understanding of the past.  
 
Joining us for the next ten weeks are several students from Central Queensland 
University who are completing their final Practicum and Internship before entering the 
workforce as registered teachers.  We wish them all the very best in their chosen 
vocation and are sure that they will experience many enriching and wonderful moments 
over the coming weeks. 
 
If you have had the opportunity of bringing your children to school this week you will 
have noticed a great deal of activity taking place within the region of our Stop, Drop and 
Go area.  Work on the refurbishment and development of the Junior School Precinct is 
now well underway with completion of Stage 1 of the project expected early in Term 4.  
We are very excited and looking forward to the modern and ‘up-to-date’ facility which will 
support the 21st Century learning of our students. 
 
I wish everyone in our school community a tremendous term ahead in which we can all 
live out our motto: “God With Us.” 
 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 

July 
 

Wed 17 -  Fri 19: 
Challenge Cup 
 

Mon 22 
Dance Fever 
commences 
 

Wed 24 – Fri 26: 
Yr 5 Camp 
 

Sat 27: 
Rock, Pop, Mine 
 

Sun 28 – Sat 3/8 
Catholic Education 
Week 
 

Tue 30 
Cafe2U coffee van –  
8:00am – 9:00am 
 

August 
 

Fri 2/8 
Family Picnic 
 

Thur 8 
John Burland Concert 
 

Fri 9/8 
Feast Day Mass 

 

Fri 16/8 
Beach Day - Bucasia 

 

 

Term Planner 



SHOES – A REFLECTION 
As Gandhi stepped aboard a train one day, one of his shoes slipped off and landed on the track. He was 
unable to retrieve it as the train was moving. To the amazement of his companions, Gandhi calmly took off 
his other shoe and threw it back along the track to land close to the first. Asked by a fellow passenger why 
he did so, Gandhi smiled. "The poor man who finds the shoes lying on the track," he replied, "will now have 
a pair he can use." 
 

(Author Unknown) 
 
“Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love.” (St Teresa of Calcutta) 
 
NAIDOC WEEK  
NAIDOC Week is a time to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture and achievements. 
It is also an opportunity to recognise the contributions that Indigenous Australians make to our country and 
our society.  
 

This year’s theme is ‘VOICE. TREATY. TRUTH. Let’s work together for a shared future.’  
 

On Tuesday the Year Six students and teachers accompanied our older indigenous 
students to St Joseph’s Church for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander NAIDOC 
School Mass. It was a wonderful celebration, with all regional Catholic schools 
represented.   
 

We will pray the Aboriginal Our Father and raise the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander flags alongside the Australian flag at Assembly tomorrow. This will be 
followed by a simultaneous storytime. 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK  
 

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland from 28 July – 3 August 
this year.  
 

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight 
the great things that take place in Catholic schools every day.   
  

The theme for this year’s celebrations is ‘Many Voices. One Spirit.’ 
 

Catholic Education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider community 
by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as  
compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. 
 

At Emmanuel we will be celebrating Catholic Education Week with a number of activities.  
 

On Tuesday 30 July the Cafe2U coffee van will be here from 8am-9am.  Parents are invited to come along, 
to enjoy a coffee and a chat. 
 

On Friday 2 August all members of our Emmanuel Family are invited to bring along a picnic lunch to share 
with their children.  It is always a lovely way to end the week and we look forward to as many parents as 
possible joining in this celebration.  
 

Unfortunately, due to our building program and the use of the Marist Centre for classes, we are unable to 
host our Grandparents Liturgy this year.  
 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM  
Throughout this term, our school will be implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum with 
students in all year levels. The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safety education and 
centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a series of lessons, students 
will learn how to recognise, react and report when they are unsafe or find themselves in situations that can 
have a significant detrimental effect on their physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing.  
 

 

 

Religious Education 



Recognise  
The focus of lessons in all classrooms next week will be recognise - the first key safety message of the 
curriculum. Recognise is about being aware of your environment. Children, young people and adults can all 
learn to take notice of what is happening around them to help keep themselves safe. Everyone can use clues, 
such as the things we see, hear, smell or feel to help protect us from harm and keep ourselves safe. Clues 
can be simple things that warn us about a danger, e.g. hearing a fire alarm or seeing smoke, that prompt us 
to react. We can also use clues to prepare for potentially unsafe situations.  
 

When we recognise that there might be a safety problem we can take steps to move away or reduce the risk 
or develop strategies that can help keep us safe. For instance, if you are in a busy environment such as the 
shopping centre or a local event where there are big crowds, you might consider what you and your child 
could do if you became separated. Strategies could include: going to a highly visible pre-determined meeting 
spot; writing your phone number on a card and placing it in your child’s pocket; identifying who your child 
could approach if they become lost, e.g. police, staff at a shop/booth.  
 
It is important that the key safety messages of the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum: Recognise, 
React and Report are reinforced, both at school and home. I encourage you, wherever possible, to talk with 
your child about safety to help them stay safe now and in the future. 

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Please pray for our students who are preparing to receive the sacraments.  
 

North Mackay Parish – St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s 
Calendar of Events  -  Term Three 2019 

Practice for  
Confirmation Ceremony 

Friday 26 July - 3:30pm 
St Joseph's Church 
St Brendan's Church 

Celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Saturday 27 July at 6pm St Joseph’s Church 

Sunday 28 July - 7:30am St Brendan’s Church 

Sunday 28 July - 9:00am St Joseph’s Church 

First Communion Practice Friday 9 August - 3:30pm 
St Joseph's  Church 
St Brendan's Church 

Celebration of  
First Communion 

Saturday 10 August - 6pm St Joseph's Church 

Sunday 11 August - 7:30am St Brendan's Church 

Sunday 11 August - 9:00am St Joseph's Church 
 

Farleigh Parish - Calendar of Events - Term Three 2019 

Practice for  
Confirmation Ceremony 

Sunday 28 July - 2:00pm St Brigid’s Church 

Celebration of the  
Sacrament of Confirmation 

Friday 2 August - 6:00pm St Brigid’s Church 

First Communion Practice  Sunday 25 August - 2:00pm St Brigid’s Church 

Celebration of First Communion Saturday 31 August – 6:00pm St Brigid’s Church 

 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – KINDNESS 
Kindness is showing you care, doing some good to make life better for others. It is being thoughtful about 
people’s needs. Kindness is showing love and compassion to someone who is sad or needs your help.  
Kindness is treating yourself and others gently.  It is caring about the earth and all living things. 
 
“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”        (Mark Twain)  
 



 
 

       
 
 

 

 
 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
Emmanuel will be celebrating Book Week during Week 6, Monday 19 August to Friday 23 August; this year’s 
theme is Reading is my Secret Power. We will be celebrating our Book Week with a dress up day on 
WEDNESDAY 21 AUGUST.  Children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book 
character.  This year, all classrooms will be open for parents to visit and participate in Book week reading 
activities between 8:45am – 9:45am.   
 
This year we would like to publish some of the children’s writing or photos of super powers inspired by the 
latest books they have read, if your child has a piece of writing or photo they are particularly proud of, please 
hand in a copy to their classroom teacher, please accompany any writing pieces with a photo of your child.  
During Book Week their stories and photos will be published and on display in the Library for the students to 
read and view.  Parents are welcome to visit the library and read the wonderful work produced by our very 
talented students. 
 
Perhaps during Book Week you would like to set 
a family challenge to encourage all family 
members to read more; to read together; discuss 
your favourite books and authors. 
 

 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 
Last Term in 5C the students completed a Design and Technologies task, where the 
goal was to design and create a game. The students brainstormed games they 
enjoyed playing when they were younger, focusing on games which they invented 
themselves. They sought inspiration from a boy in the US who had invented his own 
set of arcade games, and went about designing their game to suit students in Year 1.  
 
The design process involved the students working together 
collaboratively to create ideas, and using problem solving skills 
in order to create a design that used sustainable materials and 
was fun to play. Once the games were complete, we invited our 
buddy class, 1W, to trial and test out the students’ creations. The 
Year 1’s enjoyed the challenge of each game, and Year 5 were 

particularly pleased to see their work in action. It was fantastic to see their hard work being put to the test.  
 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

Curriculum Corner 



STAFF ONLY CARPARK 
Please be advised that the new Staff Carpark beside the Year Four / Year One 
classroom block is accessed ONLY by staff.  No parents are to park in this area.  
Two pedestrian crossings are provided within this zone for foot traffic to the angle 
parks in the Stop, Drop, Go and  across the footbridge to the Bus Area.  Parents 
and children are NOT TO WALK through the Staff Carpark to access the Stop, Drop 
and Go as this presents a potential safety hazard. 
 
ADMINISTRATION CARPARK 
New signage has been erected within the carpark in front of Administration.  These parks are STRICTLY 
FOR STAFF ONLY.  Parents wishing to access Administration at any time are asked to park in the short-term 
carpark opposite Holy Spirit College as this carpark has been designed for use by both school campuses.  
 
MESSAGE FOR OSHC PARENTS 
Parents may access the Administration Carpark AFTER 4.00pm to collect students from OSHC. Parents who 
collect students from the After School Care Service are asked to observe the NO EXIT signs in the 
Administration Carpark and exit via the driveway closest to Holy Spirit College.   
 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
Principal 

 
STUDENT PROTECTION – USE OF TOILETS 

At Emmanuel, we are committed to the safety of all students in our care.  It is 
imperative that students understand the importance of using the toilet facilities at 
school in an appropriate manner.  Classroom teachers regularly remind students 
of these behaviour expectations, and use the posters above (which are located 
in all school toilets) to ensure all students understand these important 
messages.  We ask that you discuss these expectations at home with your 
children, so that we are all doing our part to keep children safe at school.  

 
 

DESIGNATED TOILETS FOR PARENTS 
We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have so many parents visiting the school each 
day.  Therefore, it is important that we provide toilet facilities for your use.  From a student 
protection perspective, we ask that parents do not use the student toilets.  There is 
a toilet designated for the use of all parents, toddlers and visitors.  This is the disabled 
toilet which is located at the back of Administration and beside F Block (Year 2 
Classrooms).  There is a yellow sign on the door of this toilet advising parents that they 
are welcome to use this facility.  Hope this helps you to not be ‘caught short’! 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES  
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected by their peers as Student Representatives 
for Term 3. 
 

6W –  Lily Anderson and Alexander Proud 
 

6K –  Mia Slater and Sean Atherton 
 

6S –  Brydie Moore and Mason Meng 
 

Students will receive their badges on Assembly tomorrow, Friday 19 July. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

Assembly time 
8:50am 

Every Friday 
ALL WELCOME 



 
EMMANUEL EISTEDDFOD CHOIR 2019 
As mentioned in the school newsletter last term, the Mackay Eisteddfod will take place in October this year, 
with the Choral and Vocal sections being in Week 3 (October 20 – 26).  Students involved in choirs 
commenced rehearsals this week.  
 

Also previously mentioned was the fact that the Eisteddfod Committee has strict rules regarding the number 
of students who can participate in a choir.  Preparing for a performance at the Eisteddfod requires dedication 
and commitment to a group activity; it also requires the conductor, the accompanist and the choir to work 
together to achieve the best possible outcome. Full details of performances will be sent home closer to the 
end of term. 
 
Thank you for your support. We look forward to a successful 2019 Eisteddfod. 
 

 

 

Linda Miller 
Music Teacher 

 
LIONS ROCK POP MIME COMPETITION 2019 
The Rock Pop Mime is an event for primary and secondary schools in and around Mackay which is held on 
the last weekend of July.  It is organised and sponsored by The Lions Club Mackay.  It is a dancing, acting 
and lip syncing competition. The team has been coordinated by Mrs Larissa Simonsen, Mrs Amanda 
McDonald and Ms Amy Jeffcoat.  The team has also been supported in their preparation by many other staff 
members. 
 
Emmanuel Catholic Primary School has entered a group of 25 students who auditioned for their place on our 
team.  They have worked tirelessly during Term 2 rehearsing two to three times per week.  The families of 
our team members have offered their time and expertise to help us create amazing costume and set designs 
as well.  We are very proud of the performance that we have created and it would be wonderful if our school 
community would come along on the performance night to lend their support and cheer us on.  It is a great 
night out for the family with 10 acts in the Primary Section of the night.  Details are as follows:  
 
DATE:  Saturday 27 July, 2019 at 6:30 pm 
 

VENUE: Meadowlands Amphitheatre, Mackay Botanical Gardens 

Larissa Simonsen 
Drama Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep Gabriella Brown 
Brieanna Sacca 
Oliver Sutton 

Joe Casey 
Archie Bittler 

Year 
1 

Hayley Morgan 
Abigail Rooney 

Lexi Walker 
 

Year 
2 

Charlee Byrne 
Paige Clark 
Asha Worth 

Maddison Agar 
Elise Doumergue 
Cru Dennis 

Year 
3 

Connor Baker 
Tahlia Fry 
Charlee Jansen 
Shelby Roche 

Ethan Mooney 
Henry Porter 
Madeline Marks 
Calvin Chan 

Year 
4 

Lilly-Ann Hampson 
Riley Camilleri 

Brody Morgan 
Brady Clark 

Year 
5 

Phoenix Ridley 
Maggie Thorburn 
Marlee Alloway 

Tui-Lee Malone 
Ryan Wells 
Bianca Janus 

Year 
6 

Gabrielle Sammut 
Isabel Parnis 
Sophie Wellbrock 

Tayla Camilleri 
Cooper Deguara 

 

Principal’s Awards 



TERM 3 SCHOOL FEE STATEMENTS 
Term 3 School Fee Statements were emailed to all families yesterday, with payment due 31 July.  Statements 
can also be viewed via Parent Lounge using the ‘make a payment’ tab from the menu bar and clicking on the 
paperclip.  If you did not receive your statement, please advise the office. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSHC 
Deadly Australians will be visiting Emmanuel OSHC on Thursday 1 August. Please see the flyer attached to 
the newsletter.  If you would like your child to attend, please contact us on 0429 311 579 or 
enm_oshc@bigpond.com.  Additional costs to be advised. Your child will be need to be currently enrolled 
at the service. 

Lauren Gossweiler 
Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 2  
Monday 22 July Nicole Murray 

Tuesday 23 July HELP WANTED 

Wednesday 24 July Asinate Waqa 
Alice Symons 

Thursday 25 July  Paul Johnson 

Friday 26 July Marie Schembri 
Antionette Schembri 

Thank You 

P & F MEETING 

The P & F Meeting planned for next Tuesday, 23 July has been CANCELLED. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 6 August at 5:30pm. 

All welcome! 


