
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

16 May 2019 

Dear Parents,   

 

Society has seen many changes in the past century and the rate of change has 

dramatically increased since technological advances have become more accessible 

and affordable.  Many of these changes have had a direct impact on our lives 

(mobile phones, 3D television, GPS tracking and navigation).  Education too has 

been witness to change, although many educators believe that schools have been 

slow to change, relative to the needs of a very different world and different learners.  

Nonetheless, I ask you to take a moment to reflect on how different your child’s 

education is today compared to your education.  How many more opportunities do 

children receive today?  Today individual strengths and challenges are catered for 

and wellbeing and social skills are of most importance in the learning process.  How 

much fun do your children seem to have when learning? 

 

And so it should be different.  Educators today have more information about the 

brain, the process of learning, human social and emotional development and the 

psychology and knowledge than ever before.  Education systems, schools and 

teachers need to make the best use of this new knowledge and deeper 

understanding in order to improve learning outcomes for our future generations.  

This means changes need to be made to some out-dated practices and developing 

and adopting new strategies need to be embraced. 

 

This leads us to the assessment, testing and reporting debate.  With a deeper 

understanding of learning and human motivation, assessment and testing strategies 

too have changed.  This week our Year 3 and 5 students have taken part in the 

annual NAPLAN tests.  For our Year 3’s this was an experience they would have 

never before encountered. 

 

Today we know that testing is only one small part of the assessment picture.  To be 

fully informed requires observation and recording of the learning process together 

with an understanding of the purpose for assessment.  Teachers today use a wide 

variety of strategies to better teach and assess children.  NAPLAN is just a very 

small snapshot of a complex process.  I am sure that each student took on the 

challenges presented during this testing period and put in their very best effort.  

Thank you to all the teachers for the way they ensured our children were ready for 

the experience both academically and emotionally! 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 

 

 

May 
 

 

Tues 14 – Fri 24 May: 

NAPLAN Online 
 

Fri 17: 

Walk Safely to School 

Day 

 

Tues 21: 

Peer Support Training 

Day – Yr 6 

 

Fri 24: 

Peer Support begins 
 

Sun 26: 

National Sorry Day 
 

Tues 28/Wed 29: 

School Photos 

 

Tues 28: 

McDonald’s Maths 

 

Wed 29: 

“Talk About It” Parent 

Info session (Yrs 5/6)  

 
 

June 
 

Thurs 20: 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Mackay Show Day 
 

Fri 28: 

Last day of Term Two 

 

 

 
 

Term Planner 

 



 

THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS - A REFLECTION 
A young man who had been raised in a family of non-believers was training to be an Olympic diver. The only 

thing he knew about religion came from an outspoken friend who was a Christian. The young diver never 

really paid much attention to his friend's sermons, but he heard them often. 

 

One night the diver went to the indoor pool at the college he attended to train. The lights were all off, but as 

the pool had large skylights and the moon was bright, there was plenty of light to practice by.  

 

The young man climbed up to the highest diving board.  He stood on the edge of the board and turned his 

back to the pool. As he stretched his arms out, he saw his shadow on the wall. The shadow of his body in the 

shape of a cross.  

Instead of diving, he knelt down and asked God to come into his life. As the young man stood, a maintenance 

man walked in and turned the lights on. The pool had been drained for repairs. 

(Author Unknown)  

 

MONTH OF MARY 

FROM MARY we learn to surrender to God’s will in all things. 

FROM MARY we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone. 

FROM MARY we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son of God! 

(Pope Saint John Paul II) 

 

When I was at school we prayed ‘The Angelus’ every day. The Angelus bell would ring at noon and we would 

stand for prayer. The Angelus is based on the Annunciation story. It recalls that Mary said ‘Yes!” to God, that 

she agreed to be the mother of Jesus. Mary was scared and unsure, but she trusted God and answered His 

call. Traditionally this devotion was repeated three times a day and gave ordinary people the opportunity to 

sanctify their everyday lives with regular pauses for prayer.  

This May all classes will be learning about Mary and praying various Marian prayers, including the Hail Mary 

and The Angelus. I encourage you to do the same. 

 

PEER SUPPORT / MJR TRAINING DAY  
Each year our Year Six students are responsible for leading the Peer Support program. It 

is a wonderful opportunity for them to demonstrate leadership and act as positive role 

models to the younger students in the school.  

 

This year‘s Peer Support will run for six weeks and will focus on the core messages of the 

Making Jesus Real (MJR) Program.  MJR is a way of life that brings the presence of Jesus 

into our everyday language and actions.  

 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience.  (Colossians 3:12-14) 

 

This scripture, which sparked our ‘PUT ON LOVE #makejesusreal#everyday’ campaign, 

launched by the Student Council and Prep students last term, will guide our sessions and 

be the central theme. Students will participate in activities that promote respect, honesty, 

understanding, acceptance and inclusion. They will be encouraged to do their best, treat 

others fairly and be responsible for their actions.  

 

 

Religious Education 



On Tuesday 21 May the Year Six students will participate in a training day which will prepare them to lead 

the groups this year. Peer Support will begin next Friday 24 May. The groups will run from 8:45am – 9:15am 

and will be followed by a short Assembly at 9:20am. Awards will be presented in Peer Support groups and 

recipients will be congratulated at Assembly. 

 

Please support this valuable program by discussing the content of weekly activities with your children. We 

look forward to wonderful student leadership and another successful year of Peer Support here at Emmanuel. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Please pray for our students who are preparing to receive the sacraments.  
 

North Mackay Parish – St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s  
Calendar of Events  -  Term Two 2019 

Family Workshop 
- Eucharist 

Sunday 19 May at 10am 
or 

Wednesday 22 May at 7pm 

St Joseph’s  
Church 

Family Preparation Day 
Sunday 9 June  

2pm-5pm 
St Joseph’s  

Church 

Parent / Child 
Interviews 

24 – 26 June 
3:30pm – 5:30pm 

St Joseph’s  
Parish Centre 

 

MASSES AND LITURGIES 

Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and Masses. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel Chapel to 

celebrate year level Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
  

Thursday 16 May Year Two Prayer Celebration   

Thursday 23 May Year Six Mass  

Thursday 30 May Year One Prayer Celebration 

Thursday 6 June  Year Five Mass   

Thursday 13 June Year Three Prayer Celebration 

Thursday 27 June Year Four Mass 

 

Year 4W and 4E students attended the Anointing Mass at St Joseph’s Church yesterday. 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – CONSIDERATION   
“A little consideration, a little thought of others, makes all the difference.” (Eeyore - A. A. Milne) 
 

Consideration is being thoughtful about other people.  It is thinking about how your words and actions affect 

them and caring about how they feel.  It is paying attention to what other people like and don’t like and doing 

things that give them happiness.  
 

“Blessed is one who adds to the happiness of another.”  (Unknown) 
 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 
This term in 2W we have been looking at oral and written forms of persuasive texts. Students 

have been learning about different types of emotive language and how language can be used 

to change the point of view of an audience.  

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner 



 

Working in groups, students have been able to discuss their ideas 

and arguments as well as negotiate the importance of their 

arguments. 2W have also been writing persuasive texts about a 

variety of topics such as, Why we should go to Disneyland instead of 

get a new puppy?; Why should we learn to swim? as well as Are 

Dogs better than Cats? We are looking forward to writing more 

persuasive texts before moving on to our poetry unit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 

STOP, DROP, GO REMINDER 

 

 PICK UP ONLY.  Please DO NOT vacate your car.   

 If you wish to assist your child into their seat or place their schoolbags into the car, 
PLEASE PARK IN THE ANGLE PARKS PROVIDED. 

 
Some parents are disrupting the flow of traffic, which is unfair to those queued behind 

them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
School Photographs will take place on TUESDAY 28 May and WEDNESDAY 29 May. As in previous years 
the payment method is ONLINE ONLY.  The online order instructions are attached to this newsletter.  Orders 
can be placed by following the instructions provided.  Please note that to ensure a smoothly run photo day, 
online orders for Sibling/Family photos will be cut off at 12:00am on the night before our photo day - Monday 
27 May. To order go to http://www.advancedlife.com.au/ Photos for Prep to Year 3 and Siblings will be taken 
on Tuesday 28 May while students in Years 4 to 6, School Captains, House Captains and School Choir will 
be photographed on Wednesday 29 May.   
 

Date Claimer: 

Book Week 
Mon June 3 – Fri 7 

STOP, DROP, GO 

NO RIGHT TURN 

IN OR OUT!! 

        

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


Students from Years 1 to 6 are to wear their blue day uniform, with girls wearing their school dress.  Parents 
are asked to ensure that hair is neat and tidy, and hair longer than collar length is to be tied back.  If hair 
bands, ribbons or scrunchies are to be worn, they are to be gold or blue of the school colours.  No 
decorative hair accessories are to be worn.  
 

MATHS OLYMPIAD  
Answer from last newsletter:  45km in 1 hour  
 
Question:  Suppose two days ago was Sunday. What day of the week will 365 days from today then be? 
 

 WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 
The annual Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is a day when all primary school children 
are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school.  This event will be held throughout 
Australia on FRIDAY 17 MAY.  
 
As in previous years, Emmanuel students, staff, parents and friends are invited to participate 

in WSTSD by assembling in Tolcher St park from 7.50am on TOMORROW.  From this point, at about 8.00am, 
police will ensure the safe crossing of Tolcher St and Arthur St, walking to the intersection of Phillip St and 
Bucasia Rd, then along the walkway running parallel to Bucasia Rd.  The group will cross Baxter Drive at the 
supervised crossing, arriving at school by the first bell at 8.30am. 

One of the many aims of the Pedestrian Council of Australia is to promote the health benefits of walking and 
help create regular walking habits at an early age. Some students may wish to join the walk by meeting Mrs 
McDonald at school at 7.50am.  If this is the case, these students must have WRITTEN PERMISSION to 
join the walk from school.  Please note that NO CHILD will be able to leave the school grounds on Friday 
morning to join the walk unless a written permission note from a parent is provided.  Thank you for your 
support and we look forward to seeing many members of our school community walking with us tomorrow.  
 

PREP ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS 
Prep enrolment interviews for 2020 have commenced. This is a reminder to parents that if there are any 
siblings needing to enrol for 2020 and you have not yet completed an enrolment application, please do so as 
soon as possible. 
 
Any outstanding enrolment applications are not guaranteed a position for 2020. 

 

 

 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 

SCHOOL FEES 
Term 2 School Fees are now overdue.  We would like to thank those families who have 

paid their account.  However, if you have not paid your account, it would be appreciated 

if  you could do so immediately.  (This does not apply to those families who have a Direct 

Debit authority/payment plan in place).  

 

If you are experiencing difficulties, please contact the Finance Office. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Wednesday, 5 June 

 

On Wednesday, 5 June Rob Kidd and the Team from STAR FM will be broadcasting live from 

Emmanuel as part of their School Disco campaign.    We will have the Cafe2U Coffee van here 

supplying coffee to you from 8:00am – 9:00am.  So come along and join in the fun.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Due to a supply problem, we have been unable to order in our frozen yoghurts again this 
week. Unfortunately, our supply may be unreliable for the next month. I will remove this 
item from the online menu as this occurs. We apologize for the inconvenience. 
 

Angie McGowan 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

Thank you to all the mothers who assisted in setting up and manning the stall on Thursday 
and Friday last week.  We are unable to run a stall without parent helpers and your 
assistance is very much appreciated.  Thank you also to the teaching and admin staff at 
the school for their support of our fundraising efforts. It was wonderful to see the children’s 

excitement to purchase a gift for their mothers. I hope you all had a wonderful, relaxing Mother’s Day. 
 

P & F Committee 
 
 
 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 5 
Monday 20 May Michelle Prince 

Tuesday 21 May Rachel Worth 

Wednesday 22 May Nicole Butler 

Thursday 23 May  Nicci Lewis 

Friday 24 May Michelle Buckeridge 

Katie Murphy 

Marie Schembri 

Thank You 

 

Prep Reid Butler 
Alexandra Agius 

Jackson Percival 
Ellie Kirby 

Year 
1 

Mila Wales 
Danio Linson 

Koby Buckeridge 
Charli van der Linden 

Year 
2 

Isabella Baillie 
Mila Zarb 
Zara Hegerty 

Taylor Borg 
Zoey Marshall 
Emma Stewart 

Year 
3 

Connor Baker 
Jake Ryan 

Harry van der Linden 

Year 
4 

Ryder Brown 
William Day 
Landon Hammer 

Sebastian Copley 
Darcy Macgroarty 

Year 
5 

Halle Sinnott 
Lachlan Ipson 
Myles Petersen 

Cameron Schembri 
Amelia Webber 
Sienna Kippen 

Year 
6 

Rorie Saron 
Lanience Pace 
Mia Ryan 

Harry Falzon 
Bryden Murdoch 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



OSHC 
Please be advised that fees are payable for the child’s permanently booked sessions even if the child is 

absent, for whatever reason (including sickness, pupil free or public holidays). 

 
Important notice to families - A continuing issue is that families are having difficulty navigating the MyGov 
app to approve enrolments. This means that CCS will not be applied to their OSHC account, and they are 
effectively paying full fee. To assist, the government has supplied a guide (with pictures!) that you can send 
on to families by following this link: 
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/confirm-your-childs-enrolment-details-
child-care-subsidy 
 
If you are interested in enrolling your child at this service, our number is 0429 311 579 or email us at 

ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

 
Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

 
  

Community Notices 

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/confirm-your-childs-enrolment-details-child-care-subsidy
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/confirm-your-childs-enrolment-details-child-care-subsidy
mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au


 
 

C  

  

Celebrating Mother’s Day 



 

 

 


