
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

15 November 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

“You can be the ripest, juiciest peach in the world, but there will always be someone who 

doesn’t like peaches.” As appealing and enjoyable as it is to have like minded people around 

you, it can be potentially problematic when all people think the same way!  
 

In the orchard that is our school we certainly don’t just have peaches, but a broad variety of 

fruit. The advantage of a larger school is the opportunity to engage and be exposed to a 

wider variety of people which is great as preparation for the larger world our children will live 

in.  
 

One of the main strengths in our school is our people! It is people that make a community.  
 

Before we even worry about what we teach or how we teach, who we are, is being taught to 

our students and children each and every day. When students leave our school they have 

had a diverse experience of teachers, teaching styles and approaches.  
 

‘Not everyone likes peaches’ and not every student enjoys all the teachers they have. What 

a wonderful opportunity this is to ‘train’ for the realities of life for when they go to Secondary 

School, they will have the teachers they are given and not be able to ask for the teacher they 

would prefer.  
 

At our school we have different staff with different strengths but all staff offer something in a 

certain way that others don’t.  Examples of our staff going above and beyond include:  
 

 Kicking the footy with students during their recess break.  

 Rehearsing our school choir before school.  

 Facilitating a range of lunchtime activities for students (Robotics, Table Tennis, Chess). 

 Attending Challenge Cup to support students at our school.  

 Coaching Netball and Football teams when they have no children in that team.  

 Learning Support staff who attend camps when this is not expected in their role.  

 Running Cross Country training outside of their work hours. 
 

It is difficult to accept that not everyone we meet or experience in our lives will like us. Just 

as important is to accept that this is OK. In fact it is dangerous to try and please everyone.  
 

Respect of self and others is a fundamental message we continue to give to our students. 

Being proud of yourself - whether you are a peach, apple or orange, while at the same time 

not judging other fruits that don’t appeal to your taste.  

I continue to enjoy and be proud of our staff - whether ripe, sour or sweet, banana or pear 

– when you put them all together our fruit salad is a recipe worthy of Masterchef! 
 
 

 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 

 

 

 
 

November 
 

 
 

 

Tues 20: 

 Year Three 

Liturgy 

 

Wed 21: 

 Prep Liturgy 
 

 

 

Fri 30: 

 Swimming ends 

 
 
 

December 
 

 

Mon 3:  

 Christmas Carols

 HSC Orientation 

 
 

Thur 6: 

 Thanksgiving Mass 

 
 

Fri 7: 

Last day of school 

year 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MY MASTER – A REFLECTION 
A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was preparing to 
leave the examination room and said, “Doctor, I am 
afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the other side”. 
 

Very quietly, the doctor said, “I don’t know”. 
 

“You don’t know? You’re a religious man. You must 
know what comes next!” 
 

From the other side of the door came the sound of 
scratching and whining. When the doctor opened the 
door, a dog sprang into the room with his tail wagging 
excitedly.  
 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, “Did you notice 
my dog? He’s never been in this room before. He didn’t 
know what was inside. He knew nothing except that his 
master was here, and when the door opened, he sprang 
in without fear. I know little of what is on the other side 
of death, but I do know one thing. I know my Master is 
there and that is enough for me.” 
 

(Unknown) 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
THANKSGIVING MASS 
Emmanuel has a tradition of celebrating the end of the 
school year with a Thanksgiving Mass. It is always a 
special time for memories and reflection. We farewell 
students and staff who are leaving Emmanuel and 
present hampers of Christmas food (collected by the 
students) to the St Vincent De Paul Society for 
distribution to needy families.  

 
This year’s Mass will take place at St Joseph’s Church 
on Thursday 6 December at 9:30am. Please mark this 
date on your 
family calendar 
and join with us 
to celebrate our 
year together. 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Each year our school supports The St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal in assisting needy families in the 
Mackay region. In our current economic climate, it is 
more important than ever that we recognise the needs 
of those families in our community who are under 
financial and emotional stress. Our support allows them 
a little relief during this joyous time of the year.  
 
Each class will make up a hamper of non-perishable 
food items that will be presented to the parish St Vincent 
de Paul Society at our Thanksgiving Mass.  Your 
generosity is very much appreciated.  Suitable hamper 
items include: 
 
Tinned ham 

Boxed Christmas cake 

Christmas fruit mince pies 

Shortbread  

Tinned fruit 

Tinned vegetables  
Assorted biscuits 

Packets of jelly crystals 

Bottles of softdrink 

Large fruit juice poppers 

Cordial  

Large packets of lollies 

Nuts 

Christmas decorations 

 
YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
Our Year Six Graduation Mass will take place at St 
Joseph’s Church on Tuesday 27 November at 6pm.  
Parents are asked to bring a plate of food for a light 
supper which will be held in the Parish Centre on 
conclusion of the Mass.  A celebratory cake will also be 
cut by our School Leaders.  Please deliver your supper 
plates to the Parish Centre prior to the commencement 
of our Liturgical celebration. 
 
All Year Six students are expected to attend this 
celebration. Students are to wear blue day uniform.  
 
 

YEAR FIVE PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
It is traditional for the parents of students in Year Five to 

set up and prepare for the supper that follows the 

Graduation Mass. The Year Six parents supply the food. 

This year’s Mass will take place at St Joseph’s Church 

on Tuesday 27 November at 6pm. If you are able to 

assist or would be willing to co-ordinate the supper could 

you please contact Mrs Kliese or the school office. 

Thank you to those who have already volunteered to 

help on the night. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Religious Education 



MASSES AND LITURGIES 
Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 

Masses. They will celebrated at 9am on the dates 

indicated. Parents and families welcome. 

  

Tuesday 20 November Year Three Liturgy  

Wednesday 21 November Prep Liturgy 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 
Tuesday 27 November  Year Six Graduation Mass  

Monday 3 December Christmas Carols 

Thursday 6 December Thanksgiving Mass 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY OF THE CROSS 
Mary Helen MacKillop was born in Melbourne on 15 

January 1842. She was the eldest child of Alexander 

and Flora MacKillop.  Mary had three sisters and four 

brothers.  
 

Mary was a teacher. She loved books and learning and 

wanted all children to go to school. In 1866 Mary set up 

her own school. It was called St Joseph’s School. Mary 

loved God and wanted to teach everyone about Him. 

Mary showed her love for God by helping others. Mary 

helped people who were poor, lonely, homeless, sick or 

old.  

Mary became a nun. She promised to work hard for 

God. Mary started the Order of the Sisters of St Joseph. 

The sisters worked together to care for people in need. 

They opened schools and taught people about God. 

Mary MacKillop kept her promise to God. She travelled 

around Australia and shared her love of God with 

others.  

Mary MacKillop died on 8 August 1909. People 

remembered all the work that Mary had done for God.  

They asked the Pope to make Mary a saint. Mary 

MacKillop was canonised on 17 October 2010. She is 

Australia’s first saint. Her feast day is 8 August. 

(written by Mrs Kliese and 1K, October 2010) 

Find out more about Mary Mackillop @ 

http://www.marymackillop.org.au/ 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY 

CURRICULUM  

Throughout this term, our school has been 
implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety 
Curriculum with students in all year levels. The 
curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child 
safety education and centres around three key 
messages: Recognise, React and Report.   

Our safety lessons next week will focus on the second 
safety message, React. 
 
When children recognise that they are in an unsafe 
situation, we encourage them to think about what they 
could do to be safe again. They will have opportunities 
to think about ways to react using real-life scenarios. 
Our students will also learn that breaking the rules (e.g. 
saying ‘No’ to an adult who is behaving inappropriately) 
is sometimes necessary so that they can become safe 
again.  
 
 

Please take the time to talk with your children about 
what they have been learning about safety and, in 
particular, the ways they could react if they are unsafe 
to make themselves safe again. Talking with your child 
about ways to stay safe will help them to develop life-
long skills. 

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety 

Curriculum can be found at 

www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

PEACEFULNESS 
Peacefulness is being calm inside. It is taking time for 

daily reflection and gratitude.  Peaceful people solve 

conflicts so everyone wins.  They give up the love of 

power for the power of love. Peace in the world begins 

with peace in your heart. 

  

“When we feel love and kindness towards others, it 

not only makes others feel loved and cared for, but 

helps us also to develop inner happiness and 

peace.”   (Dalai Lama)  
 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 
 

 
 

TYPING TOURNAMENT DROUGHT RELIEF 
Thank you to all families for your very 
generous support. Our students raised a 
total of $4,166 which will now be 
distributed to agencies for drought relief. 
Well done everyone! 

 
Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

Saint of the Week 

Curriculum Corner 

http://www.marymackillop.org.au/
http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum


CYBERSAFETY TALK  
On Monday of this week the Year 6 students were 

fortunate to hear a Cybersafety talk from Senior 

Constable Steve Smith from the Mackay Police 

Station.  Senior Constable Smith shared and discussed 

a powerpoint which 

was commissioned by 

the Office of the 

eSafety Commissioner 

titled “Think You 

Know.”  Some topics 

discussed included 

Identity Theft;  Digital Footprints;  Think Before You 

Post; and some very important information regarding 

the world of Online Gaming.  Students were strongly 

encouraged to maintain privacy settings in all social 

media accounts, to avoid 

sharing their location on 

social media, and to create 

and maintain strong 

passwords and to create 

“passphrases.”   We thank 

Senior Constable Smith for 

giving his time so 

generously to us, and look forward to him presenting the 

information to our Year 4 and 5 classes in Term One 

next year.  

POLICY REVIEW 
Thank you to those parents who provided feedback in 

our recent review of the Emmanuel Behaviour 

Management Policy.  The School Board have endorsed 

the changes made to this document, and a copy of the 

updated policy is available on the Emmanuel School 

Website.  In 2019 we will review our Anti-Bullying Policy 

and will call for feedback early next year.  Thank you 

once again to those parents who took the time to provide 

valuable feedback which is always welcomed.  

 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 

PREVENT PRE-CHRISTMAS BURNOUT! 
At this time of year, many in our school community are 
feeling overwhelmed by work, family and caring for 
ageing parents. A recent Australian survey found one in 
three women don’t have enough time for themselves. 
(And dads are also stressed!) This makes calm and 
consistent parenting more difficult.  
 

It may seem like there’s no time to do the Triple P – 
Positive Parenting Program, but it can help daily 
routines run smoothly, help you enjoy parenting more, 
and even help you find “me-time”. (Taking care of 
yourself as well is one of Triple P’s Five Key Steps To 
Positive Parenting.) 
 
A range of Triple P programs are free to all parents and 
carers in Queensland. Go to www.triplep-parenting.net 
for more information.  
 

The Triple P – Positive Parenting Program team 

2019 FAMILY DISCOUNT FORMS 
The 2019 Family Discount/Confirmation of Enrolment 

2019 forms are DUE TOMORROW, Friday, 16 

November. 
 

This document is required in order for families to receive 

their Family Discount in 2019.  Please ensure you 

complete the form based on students year level  and 

school in 2019.  It is a requirement that even single 

student families complete and return the form.   If you 

have any queries, or have not received your 

form,  please contact Therese or Robyn in the Finance 

Office. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Prep Flynn Armstrong 
Tyler Tanner 
Nixon Malahoff 

Evie Trott 
Harry Lockyer 
Beau Woods 

Year 
1 

Chevy Thomson 
Lexie Adamson 

Zara Kirby 
Ruby Galea 

Year 
2 

Elena Webber 
Dainyn Misztela 
Payton Crotty 

Mia Newnham 
Alex Joyce 
Ryder Hall 

Year 
3 

Lily Buckeridge Brendan Scriha 

Year 
4 

Xavier Chivers 
Maddison Gibbs 
Zarvy Newton 

Alysse Atherton 
Myles Petersen 
Alexus Hall 

Year 
5 

  

Year 
6 

Sarah Brazier 
William McGrath 

Stephanie Schembri 

 

Virtue Vouchers 

https://jeanhailes.org.au/contents/documents/News/Womens-Health-Survey-Report-web.pdf
http://www.triplep-parenting.net/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 7 
Monday 19 Nov Nicole Murray 

Tuesday 20 Nov Tracey Camilleri 

Wednesday 21 Nov Milly Schneider 

Charmaine Sutherland 

Thursday 22 Nov  Jason Wheeler 

Lucille Powell 

Friday 23Nov Marie Schembri 

Donna Ellis 

Thank You 



 

 

YEAR 5 CAMP  

Last week our Year 5 students attended the annual Leadership 
Camp at Kinchant Dam.  The key areas of the camp were 
Leadership, Teamwork, Challenge and Resilience, and all 
students certainly worked hard to consolidate these skills during 
their time together. Students engaged in team challenge games, 
raft building, G- Swing activities, rock-wall climbing and much 
more.  Although the camp was cut short on Thursday night due 
to the threat of bushfires around the area, all students enjoyed a 
positive and rewarding experience, and we have a wonderful 
group of students ready to lead us in 2019.  A huge thank you to 
our parent helpers, Mr Wheeler, Mr Craig, Mr Dolphin, Mrs 
Camilleri, Mr Atherton, Mr Bow and Mr Anderson, together with 
our teachers Ms Lymbery, Mrs Battaia, Mrs Frost and Mrs 
McDonald.  Your patience, enthusiasm and care of the students 
was greatly appreciated by all.  

 


