
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

15 August 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
I pose for you the following question, ‘Are you a competitive parent?’  It seems that there is 
quite a culture of competition out there, with many of you becoming increasingly aware of 
society’s tendency to reduce the meaning of life to how much can be produced and 
consumed.  Many people want to get off the treadmill which has them trying to keep up with 
others.  They are tired of the stress this puts on everything from friendships to finances and 
parenting. 
 

Of course it is not only parents feeling the pressure of this worldview of accumulation and 
competition; children are also feeling it.  And why wouldn’t they, when they are surrounded 
by the symbols of status that come at them from all angles, from their peers, the television 
and social media.  It’s hard to escape when multi-million dollar advertising campaigns 
convince us that we can’t live without whatever it is they are selling.  Does every child really 
need a smart phone?  Brand-name clothing and shoes?  The latest gadget?  Half a dozen 
activities after school?  It takes a strong awareness of what is important, a strong sense of 
moral purpose to hold firm against the inevitable pressure.  In a world that has become so 
busy, so time-poor, so focussed on money-making and having everything now, on image 
and symbols of success, it is easy for children and their accomplishments to get sucked into 
the competitive mix. 
 
Why not get back to the basics?  Mums and dads spending real time with their children, on 
activities that cost little (or nothing).  Real time together – just talking while baking a cake, 
digging a flower bed or going for a walk along the beach.  What about talking in the car 
instead of children watching a movie or using the ipad on the backseat?  Why not ride the 
bikes and teach the children road safety?  Watch a great movie together and discuss its 
meaning and moral.  Aren’t children today in the care of others long enough?  Isn’t it time to 
reclaim parenting by spending time with the children, to really get to know them, and they, 
you?  To have fun, relax and chill with them just because you love them and like them and 
want to be a positive influence. 
 

Is it any wonder there are so many anxious kids today?  So many anxious parents?  Life is 
so busy and adults so distracted, that perspective is easily lost with the smallest matter 
catastrophized and a scapegoat sought.  Maybe it’s time to step back and take stock. 
 
When these children are grown up, what will be remembered (and valued) more – the new 
Nike sneakers or the regular Saturday afternoons with dad?  The expensive birthday parties 
or the daily family meals around the table discussing life matters that changed as the years 
passed?  The gymnastics lessons or the cartwheels and chasing games in the backyard with 
mum and siblings?  Perhaps your family can do both?  Great.  But maybe you can’t and then 
the questions are, Do I need to provide these things to be a good parent?  To keep up 
appearances?  Am I stressing myself and the budget to provide these things for my children?  

Is this what my children really need?  What really matters here?  What am I teaching my children in the process? 
 

Have a great week everyone.  Enjoy time with your wonderful children.  I know the best parts of my week are those 
spent talking with students about the ups and downs that affect their lives. 
 
It’s a privilege. 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

  

 
 

 

 
August 

 
 

Fri 16 
Beach Day – Bucasia 
 
Wed 21 
Bookweek Dress-up 
Day 
 
Thur 22 
Father’s Day Stall 
 
Wed 28 – Fri 30 
Yr 6 Camp 

 

 

September 
 
Fri 13 
School Disco 
 
Fri 20 
Last day of Term 3 
 

Term Planner 



 

  NO PARENT PARKING 
STAFF ONLY 

REMINDER: 

STAFF ONLY AT ALL TIMES 

NO PARENT PARKING IN THIS CARPARK! 

NO WALKING THROUGH THIS AREA 
 



NO JUDGEMENT – A REFLECTION 
I recently heard the following story …… 
 

There was a man who wronged his neighbours. He was taken to the centre of the village and for two days 
they stood around praising him for all the good he had previously done. They celebrated his kindness, his 
virtues and his loving choices. They applauded his skill, his knowledge and his understanding. They 
congratulated him on his positive relationships with family, friends and fellow townsfolk. They welcomed him 
back into the community. 
 

But why?  
 

They united in this ritual to encourage the man to reconnect with his true self. They did this 
because they believed that unity and affirmation have more power to change behaviour than 
shame and punishment.  
 
 
 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – UNITY 
 

“So powerful is the light of unity, that it can illuminate the whole world.” (Unknown) 
 

Unity is inclusiveness. It helps people work and live together peacefully. When you practice unity, you feel 
connected to everyone and everything. It is achieved when we value each other. The joy of one is the joy of 
all. The hurt of one is the hurt of all. The honour of one is the honour of all.  
 

“Where there is unity, there is strength.” (Unknown) 

  

BEACH DAY – WALKATHON      
Our annual beach day and walkathon will held tomorrow, Friday 16 August, at Bucasia Beach. Each year 
this walk-a-thon is held in conjunction with our Feast Day Celebrations. All students are asked to bring along 
a gold coin donation which will be forwarded to a charitable organisation.  

 
 
 

The children will travel to and from Bucasia Beach Park by 
bus. They will participate in the walkathon and beach 
activities before enjoying a sausage-sizzle lunch, kindly 
donated and cooked by the Emmanuel P&F Association.  
 
 
 

Students are to wear their SPORTS UNIFORM and bring their morning tea and a bottle of water. Every child 
must wear their school hat and is encouraged to apply sunscreen.  
 

If your child carries medication (such as an asthma puffer) this must accompany them to the beach. 
 
 

THE ASSUMPTION 

On 15 August each year the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  This feast reminds us that having completed her earthly life, Mary 
was ‘assumed’ body and soul into heavenly glory. In this way, Mary was honoured as 
the mother of Jesus and of the Church. 

 

This morning we gathered in the Marist Centre for Mass. The children listened and 
participated prayerfully and sang beautifully. A big thank you to Fr Stephen for his 
continued support and encouragement and to Mrs Whelan for the wonderful music.  
 

Next Thursday we will celebrate the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

 
 
 

Religious Education 



MASSES AND PRAYER CELEBRATIONS 
Please find listed below upcoming celebrations. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel Chapel to celebrate 
year level Masses at 9am on the dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
 

Thursday 22 August   Year Four Mass   
Postponed   Year Five Mass   
Wednesday 4 September Year Two Prayer Celebration 
Thursday 12 September Year One Prayer Celebration 
Thursday 19 September Prep Prayer Celebration 
 
 

FIRST COMMUNION 
A large number of Emmanuel students received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time last weekend. 
 

 
 

Please continue to keep the students participating in the Sacramental Program through the Farleigh Parish 
in your prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Eucharist later in the month. 
 
JOHN BURLAND WORKSHOPS AND CONCERT 
 

Last Thursday, Australian religious songwriter and singer, John Burland, visited our school to work with 
students in all year levels. Everyone enjoyed his workshops and afternoon concert. It was wonderful to share 
in the celebration of faith and music. One of John’s hymns was included in our Mass this morning.  
 
     
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DANIEL MORCOMBE CHILD SAFETY CURRICULUM  
 

Throughout this term, our school will be implementing the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum with 
students in all year levels. The curriculum is based on principles of best practice in child safety education and 
centres around three key messages: Recognise, React and Report.  
 
 

It is important that these key safety messages are reinforced, both at school and 
home. I encourage you, wherever possible, to talk with your child about safety to 
help them stay safe now and in the future. 

 

Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum can be found at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
 

A letter detailing the St Joseph’s Sacramental 
Process and the upcoming Information Session was 
sent home with all Year Three students today.  
 

If you have an older child wishing to receive the 
Sacraments as part of the 2019/2020 Program, 
please collect a copy of this letter from the school 
office.  
 

The Parent Information Session will be held on 
Wednesday 11 September at St Joseph’s Church. 
 
 
 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

ICAS TESTS 
Once again, this year, students in Year 5 and 6 will have the opportunity to participate in the ICAS English 
and Mathematics Tests. ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward 
academic excellence.  
 
The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a 
deeper, integrated, and thorough level of learning. The ICAS tests allow students to practise their higher order 
thinking and problem solving skills. 
 
This year due to the Online-testing platform, three days are provided to complete the tests. The ICAS English 
test will take place between Monday 16 September to Wednesday 18 September and the ICAS Mathematics 
test will take place between Wednesday 18 September to Friday 20 September.   
 
The following links will take you to practise questions: 
 
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/hub/educational-assessments/reach-and-icas-assessments-english-
sample-questions/ 
 
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/hub/educational-assessments/reach-and-icas-assessments-
mathematics-sample-questions/ 
 
Sitting dates will be advertised once finalised after student permission notes have been received. 
 
If your child is interested in receiving further information about participating in either or both of these tests 
please ask them to collect a permission note from their classroom teacher next week. 
 
BOOKWEEK 
A reminder that next week is Bookweek, we look forward to seeing as 
many parents as possible joining in Reading Activities within classrooms 
next Wednesday morning from 8:45am onwards.  Wednesday is also 
“Bookweek Dress Up Day” when all students are invited to come to school 
dressed as their favourite book character. 
 

 
 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
 

Curriculum Corner 



 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOTLOOSE – PREVIEW SHOW – EXTRA TICKETS! 
We are very excited to be invited to the Holy Spirit College production of “Footloose” next Friday 23 
August.  We will be travelling to the Conservatorium by bus at 11.00am and returning at 2.30pm.  Our school 
choir will be attending, however, a small number of extra seats have become available. These seats will be 
offered to Years 4, 5 and 6 students on a first in, first served basis.  If your child is interested in attending the 
production, they are asked to collect a letter from the school office and return the $4.50 bus fare to the office 
ASAP.  Please note, this is a very limited opportunity, so get in quick!  For further information, please contact 
Mrs McDonald in the school office.  
 
MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:    3,000 
 
This week’s question: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 
MUSIC NEWS - MACKAY EISTEDDFOD 
Please note the following dates for the Eisteddfod Choirs.  Permission slips and further details will be sent 
home later in Term 3.  Please let Mrs Miller as soon as possible if your child is not available for any of these 
performances. 
 

School Choir (Show Choir for Primary Schools) – Monday 21 October 6pm 
Year 1 Choir – Tuesday 22 October 1pm 
Year 4 Choir – Tuesday 22 October 1pm 
School Choir (Hymn and Folk) – Tuesday 22 October 6.30pm 
Year 2 Choir – Thursday 24 October 1pm 
Year 3 Choir – Friday 25 October 8.30am 
Year 5/6 Choir – Friday 25 October 8.30am 
Year 6 Folk Group (small group) – Friday 25 October 6pm 
 

Linda Miller 
Music Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 6 
Monday 19August Nicole Murray 

Tuesday 20 August HELP WANTED 

Wednesday 21 August Alice Symons 

Thursday 22 August Paul Johnson 

Friday 23 August Jackie Gall 
HELP WANTED 

Thank You 
 

NO Assembly 
Friday, 16 August – Beach Day 

The net shown consists of 1cm x 1cm squares. 

The net is folded to create a three-dimensional box with no top. 

How many 2cm x 1cm x 1cm blocks will fit in the box without going 
higher than the sides of the box? 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 



P & F ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Notices 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 

THURSDAY, 22 AUGUST 2019 
GIFTS PRICED FROM $1.00 - $10.00 

Students will have the opportunity to buy a gift from the Stall during school hours. 

Date Claimer 

SCHOOL DISCO 
FRIDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 

More details in next week’s newsletter 


