
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

14 November 2019 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we come to the end of the year the minds of parents, teachers and 

students turn to reviewing this year and wondering what next year will bring.  

Schools face a number of challenges in meeting the needs of their students, 

not the least of which is the decreasing number of male role models for 

students in a time when more and more youngsters do not have access to 

mum and dad in the family home each day.  The fact is that there are less 

young men entering the teaching profession and we are set to wondering 

how this affects children in school performance. 

 

While researching the educational needs of boys, Professor Bob Lingard, a 

former Director of the Queensland Studies Authority found teacher/student 

relationships were an important and recurring theme.  One of the questions 

put to students was whether the gender of their teacher was important to 

them.  “Most students thought it was a silly question because to them it didn’t 

matter if their teacher was male or female.  What mattered was the 

relationship they had with them,” reported Professor Lingard.   

 

The key things for students were that: 

 the teacher cared for them 

 they showed a sense of responsibility for their well-being 

 they expected and demanded a lot of them in academic and intellectual 
terms, and 

 they were able to establish a good relationship. 
 
Outstanding teachers also believed that they had the ability to effect change 
in their students, they believed in the value of what they did and they felt a 
sense of responsibility for bringing about changes in the students they 
taught. 
 

Excellent feedback for all of us! 

 
Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

  

 
 

 

November 
 

 

Wed 20: 

Swimming – 3W and 3P 
 

Thur 21: 

Swimming – PG and 1C 
 

Fri 22: 

Swimming – PG and 1C 
 

Mon 25: 

Swimming – PJ and PT 
 

Tues 26 

Swimming – PJ and PT 
 

Graduation Mass at  

St Joseph’s - 6pm 
 

Wed 27: 

Swimming – 1M and 1W 
 

Thur 28: 

Swimming – IM and 1W 
 

Fri 29: 

Swimming – 2W and 3L 
 

December 
 

Mon 2 

Yr 6 HSC Orientation 
 

Carols by Candelight 
 

Thurs 5: 

Thanksgiving Mass at 

St Joseph’s – 9.15am 
 

Fri 6: 

Last day of school 
 

 
 
 

Term Planner 

 



PARKING 
It has been brought to my attention that some parents are using the Staff Carpark at the back of the Year 1 

Classroom Block for parking and also as a drop off and pick up area for their children.  This carpark is 

STRICTLY for STAFF USE ONLY and not for parental use. With the Building Project currently in progress, 

the number of spaces available to staff are now limited with many of our staff needing to utilise the long term 

carpark facilities at Holy Spirit College.  Parking allocation for Emmanuel parents is available within the short 

term carpark adjacent to HSC’s Administration and also at Emmanuel’s STOP, DROP, GO AREA.  When 

collecting sick children, I ask that NO PARENT drive into the construction site at the front of the Emmanuel 

Administration Building.  This is a NO, GO ZONE!  Thank you for your assistance and co-operation.  

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

 

MY MASTER – A REFLECTION 

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was preparing to leave the examination room and said, “Doctor, I am 

afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the other side”. 
 

Very quietly, the doctor said, “I don’t know”. 
 

“You don’t know? You’re a religious man. You must know what comes next!” 
 

From the other side of the door came the sound of scratching and whining. When the doctor opened the door, 

a dog sprang into the room with his tail wagging excitedly.  
 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, “Did you notice my dog? He’s never 

been in this room before. He didn’t know what was inside. He knew 

nothing except that his master was here, and when the door opened, he 

sprang in without fear.  
 

I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I do know one thing. 

I know my Master is there and that is enough for me.” 
 

(Unknown) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING MASS 

Emmanuel has a tradition of celebrating the end of the school year with a Thanksgiving Mass. It is always a 

special time for memories and reflection. We farewell students and staff who are leaving Emmanuel and 

present hampers of Christmas food (collected by the students) to the St Vincent De Paul Society for 

distribution to needy families.  
 

This year’s Mass will take place at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 5 December at 9:15am. Please mark this 

date on your family calendar and join with us to celebrate our year together. 

 

  

Religious Education 



CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Each year our school supports The St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal in assisting needy families in the 

Mackay region. In our current economic climate, it is more important than ever that we recognise the needs 

of those families in our community who are under financial and emotional stress. Our support allows them a 

little relief during this joyous time of the year.  
 

Each class will make up a hamper of non-perishable food items that will be presented to the parish St Vincent 

de Paul Society at our Thanksgiving Mass.  Your generosity is very much appreciated.   
 

 

Suitable hamper items include: 
 

Tinned ham        Boxed Christmas cake 

Shortbread         Christmas fruit mince pies 

Tinned fruit        Tinned vegetables  
Assorted biscuits       Packets of jelly crystals 

Bottles of softdrink       Large fruit juice poppers 

Cordial         Large packets of lollies 

Nuts and crisps       Christmas decorations 

 

 

MASSES AND PRAYER CELEBRATIONS 
 

Please find listed below upcoming Masses and prayer celebrations. Parents and families welcome. 
 

Tuesday 19 November Year One Prayer Celebration 

Thursday 21 November Year Three Prayer Celebration 

 

YEAR SIX GRADUATION  
 

Our Year Six Graduation Mass will take place at St Joseph’s Church on 

Tuesday 26 November at 6pm.  Parents are asked to bring a plate of food for 

a light supper which will be held in the Parish Centre on conclusion of the Mass.  

A celebratory cake will also be cut by our School Captains.  Please deliver your 

supper plates to the Parish Centre prior to the commencement of our Liturgical 

celebration. 
 

All Year Six students are expected to attend this celebration. Students are to 

wear blue day uniform.  

 
 

YEAR FIVE PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

It is traditional for the parents of students in Year Five to set up and prepare for the supper that follows the 

Graduation Mass. The Year Six parents supply the food. This year’s Mass will take place at St Joseph’s 

Church on Tuesday 26 November at 6pm. If you are able to assist or would be willing to co-ordinate the 

supper could you please contact Mrs Kliese or the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – INTEGRITY 
 

Integrity is standing up for what you believe is right. It is being honest and sincere with others and yourself.  

You have integrity when your words and actions match. You fill your life and your mind with things that help 

you live an honourable life.  Integrity is living by your highest values. 
  

“Wisdom is knowing the right path to take…. Integrity is taking it.”   (Unknown)  



PRAYERS PLEASE  
 

The Catholic Church in Australia is dedicating the month of November 2019 as a time to pray for those 

affected by crippling drought conditions and to pray for the gift of rain. For more information and to view a 

great video and some online resources visit:  https://www.catholic.org.au/drought  The prayer below has been 

written especially for the Catholic Bishop’s National Prayer Campaign for Drought. 

 

 
 
With bushfires continuing to burn in parts of Queensland and New South Wales I encourage you to pray for 

the communities in danger, those supporting them and the emergency workers fighting the fires. The prayer 

below was written in response to the 2018 bushfire emergency. 

 

 
 

https://www.catholic.org.au/drought


SAINT OF THE WEEK - ST MARY OF THE CROSS 
 

Mary Helen MacKillop was born in Melbourne on 15 January 1842. She was the eldest child of Alexander 

and Flora MacKillop.  Mary had three sisters and four brothers.  
 

Mary was a teacher. She loved books and learning and wanted all children to go to school. In 1866 Mary set 

up her own school. It was called St Joseph’s School. Mary loved God and wanted to teach everyone about 

Him. Mary showed her love for God by helping others. Mary helped people who were poor, lonely, homeless, 

sick or old.  
 

Mary became a nun. She promised to work hard for God. Mary started the Order of the Sisters of St Joseph. 

The sisters worked together to care for people in need. They opened schools and taught people about God. 

Mary MacKillop kept her promise to God. She travelled around Australia and shared her love of God with 

others.  
 

Mary MacKillop died on 8 August 1909. People remembered all the work that Mary had done for God.  They 

asked the Pope to make Mary a saint. Mary MacKillop was canonised on 17 October 2010. She is Australia’s 

first saint. Her feast day is 8 August. 
 

(written by Mrs Kliese and 1K, October 2010) 
 

Find out more about Mary Mackillop @ http://www.marymackillop.org.au/ 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

REPORT CARDS FOR SEMESTER 2 
A reminder to parents to please check that you can sign in to Parent Lounge prior to reports being released. 

If you have any queries, please contact our school office. 

 

Report cards will once again be available through Parent Lounge from 4:00pm on Thursday, 6 December. 

 

1. To access Parent Lounge, open your internet browser and type in the URL for Emmanuel Catholic Primary 

School website:  www.ecps.qld.edu.au 

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 

3. Click on the Parent Lounge icon. 

4. Login with your unique ID number and the password remains the same as previously used. 

 

Janine Refalo 

Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 
MATHS OLYMPIAD 

Throughout the year thirty Year 5 and 6 students have 

been working hard in Maths Olympiad classes.  All 

children have been challenged and extended in this 

subject area.  Congratulations to the following students 

who achieved very pleasing results:  Abbey Illguth & 

Renee Doumergue (Top 50%);  Ashley White, 

Alessandro Ciampallari & Annika Wallace (Top 

40%).  Huge congratulations to Ella Bell, who placed in 

the TOP 20% of the 34 566  students who participated across Australia and New Zealand.  Well done to all 

participants, and I look forward to our Year 5 students returning to Maths Olympiad classes in 2020. 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 

Curriculum Corner 

http://www.marymackillop.org.au/
http://www.ecps.qld.edu.au/


MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Last week’s answer:  8710 
 
If 3 identical robots can make 5 widgets in 2 hours, how many widgets can 15 identical robots make in 8 
hours? 
 

 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration 

 

 

2020 FAMILY DISCOUNT FORMS 
 

The 2020 Family Discount/Confirmation of Enrolment 2020 form went home last week with the eldest 

student in each family.  (These forms were on light green paper). 

 

This document is required in order for families to receive their Family Discount in 2020.  Please ensure you 

complete the form based on students year level  and school in 2020.   The form needs to be returned to 

the classroom teacher by tomorrow, Friday, 15 November.  It is a requirement that even single student 

families complete and return the form.   If you have any queries, or have not received your form,  please 

contact Therese or Robyn in the Finance Office. 

TERM 4 SCHOOL FEES 
 

 

Term 4 School Fees are now overdue.  We would like to thank those families who 
have paid their account.  However, if you have not paid your account, it would be 
appreciated if  you could do so immediately.  (This does not apply to those families 
who have a Direct Debit authority/payment plan in place).  
 
If you are experiencing difficulties, please contact the Finance Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Prep Liam Deguara 
Luka Herring 

Sophia Vella 

Year 
1 

Harry Crocker 
Ethan Green 
Lincoln Street 

Rhythm Johal 
James Fraser 
Connor Gennings 

Year 
2 

Indy Morris 
Reyne Gibbons 
Skylah Baretta 

Jada Scott 
Peyton Symons 
Chevy Thomson 

Year 
3 

Mackenzie Hays 
Alfie Gall 
Dainyn Misztela 
Bryson Doherty 

Breanna Dolfin 
Alex Joyce 
Cale Newton 
Piper Armstrong 

Year 
4 

Millie Byrne 
Curtis Brooks 

Raice Gibbons 
Molly Byron 

Year 
5 

Ryan Hunter 
Myles Petersen 
Halle Sinnott 

Samuel Carless 
Madelyn Shepherd 
Ella Gilroy 

Year 
6 

Summer Hunt 
Patrick Smith 

Ashley White 
Samantha Harmsworth 

 

Principal’s Awards 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 

Please be advised that the new 2020 enrolment packages are available on the School Website. The new 
2020 enrolment forms must be fully completed and signed by new families and existing families.  Our fee 
structure remains the same for permanent bookings - after school care and vacation care (ASC $24.50 per 
child per session, VAC CARE $52.50 per child per session).  Casual bookings will be $25.00 per child per 
session. 
 

If you have any queries regarding this service, or are interested in enrolling your child, please do not hesitate 

to contact us on 0429 311 579 or email ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster –  Week 7  
Monday 18 Nov Megan Craig 

Tuesday 19 Nov Ann Lude 

Wednesday 20 Nov Judy Keogh 

Thursday 21 Nov Vicki Brooke 

Friday 22 Nov Teresa Crowe 

Meggs Weissman 

Thank You 
 

mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au
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