
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

14 February 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
“One day as the Buddha was sitting under a tree, a young, trim soldier walked by, looked at the 
Buddha, noticed his weight and fat and said, ‘You look like a pig!’  the Buddha looked up calmly 
at the soldier and said, ‘And you look like God.’  Surprised by this comment, the soldier asked the 
Buddha, ‘Why do you say that I look like God?’  The Buddha replied, ‘Well, we don’t really see 
what’s outside of ourselves, we see what’s inside and we project it out.  I sit under this tree all 
day and I think about God, so that when I look out, that’s what I see.  And you, you must be 
thinking about other things’.” 
 
It is our sincerest hope that all students at Emmanuel will regard their opportunity for education 
as a privilege rather than an obligation and so embrace this new school year with enthusiasm, 
determination and a positive mind set.  The great St Thomas Aquinas made the comment that, 
“Whatever is received is received according to the mode of its receiver”.  Again we hope that all 
students have returned to school with an attitude to do the best they can for themselves and for 
their fellow students. 
 
In a sense, our school has a double staff; the staff that performs within the school and that very 
important “staff” that performs within the home.  Your child’s education can be greatly enhanced 
by your involvement at home, in particular, but also through involvement in school activities.  It is 
parents’ enthusiasm, support and involvement that will inspire children to do their best.  Children 
frequently adopt attitudes and opinions held by the adults they look up to; and enthusiasm for 
learning is no exception.  If children sense that parents consider their education to be a high 
priority, they are likely to view it in a more positive manner themselves.  Positive reinforcement 
will help children to adopt a more enthusiastic attitude towards their learning processes. 
 

When the Gospels described Jesus’ Baptism, they told how the heavens opened and God’s voice 
was heard to say, “This is the blessed one in whom I take delight”.  It seems that for the rest of 
His life, Jesus was always in some way conscious of His Father’s words.  His actions were always 
positive and supportive of others and His words were always gentle, encouraging and forgiving.  
As we all teach in Jesus’ name, we all have Him as a wonderful example from whom to draw 
inspiration and confidence as we, the staff at school and the “staff” at home, work together to 
create the best possible learning environment for all the students in our school. 
 

Saint Valentine’s Day 
Every February 14th, candy, flowers, and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name 
of St. Valentine. But who is this mysterious saint and why do we celebrate this holiday? One 
legend says that Valentine's Day started in ancient Rome, on February 14th, a holiday to honor 
Juno. Juno was the Queen of the Roman Gods and Goddesses. The Romans also knew her as 
the Goddess of women and marriage. Then, the following day, February 15th, began the Feast 
of Lupercalia. In those days, the lives of young boys and girls were strictly separate. However, on 
the eve of the festival of Lupercalia, the names of Roman girls were written on slips of paper and 
placed into jars. Each young man would draw a girl's name from the jar and would then be 

partners for the duration of the festival with the girl whom he chose. Sometimes the pairing of the children lasted an entire year, 
and often, they would fall in love and would later marry. 
 

Did You Know? 
Approximately 150 million Valentine's Day cards are exchanged annually, making Valentine's Day the second most popular card-
sending holiday after Christmas. 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week. 
 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 
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Every Fri 
Assembly at 8:50am 

 

Fri 15: 

Pupil Free Day – Bishop’s 

Inservice Day 

 

Tues 19: 

Safety Circus – Yr 3 

P&F Meeting – 5:30pm 

 

Thur 21: 

Prep Parent Night – 5:30pm 
 

 

March 
 

Wed 6: 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
 

Thur 14: 

School Mass at St Joseph’s 

9:30am 

 

Fri 15: 

National Day of Action 

Against Bullying and 

Violence 

 

Thur 21: 

Harmony Day 

April 
 

Fri 5: 

Last day of Term One 

Term Planner 

 



 

PLANTING ACORNS – A REFLECTION 
In the 1930s a young traveller was exploring the French 
Alps. One morning he came upon a vast stretch of 
barren land. It was desolate. It was forbidding. It was 
ugly. It was the kind of place you hurry away from. 
 

As the young traveller looked around, he was surprised 
to see in the middle of this wasteland, an old man with 
a sack on his back. In his hand was a length of iron pipe. 
The man was using the pipe to punch holes in the 
ground. Then from the sack he would take an acorn and 
put it in the hole.  
 

When asked why he was doing this, the old man told the 
traveller, "I've planted over 100,000 acorns. Perhaps 
only a tenth of them will grow. I am old. My wife and son 
have died. My family is all gone. I want to do something 
useful."  
 

Twenty-five years later the traveller returned to the 
same area. What he saw amazed him. He could not 
believe his eyes. The land was covered with a beautiful 
forest two miles wide and five miles long. Birds were 
singing, animals were playing, and wild flowers 
perfumed the air. 
 

The traveller stood there recalling the desolation that 
once was. A beautiful oak forest stood there now - all 
because someone cared. 
 

(Author Unknown) 
 
“Not all of us can do great things, but we can do 
small things with great love.” (St Teresa of Calcutta) 
 

This Sunday’s Readings: 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 

Blessed are they who trust in the Lord. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20  

Christ is raised, the first fruits. 
 

Luke 6:17. 20-26 

The beginning of the Sermon on the Plain (Mount). 
 

SCHOOL LITURGY  
Yesterday our school community gathered to formally 

acknowledge and commission our 2019 Student 

Leaders. Father Stephen blessed all of the Year Six 

students and presented badges to our school captains, 

house captains and student representative council 

members. The Year Six 

students accepted their role as 

leaders and committed 

themselves to serve and lead 

their fellow students in the spirit 

of our motto and the values of Jesus. Father Stephen 

challenged each of us to work together, to listen to 

God’s call and to invite Jesus into our lives. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

It was wonderful to have Father Stephen here to lead 

our celebration. We also welcomed board members and 

friends of Emmanuel, Sr Lila and Mrs Carryl Schofield.  

A big thank you to Mrs Whelan for the fabulous music 

and all the parents and friends 

who were also able to join us for 

this liturgy. It was great to see 

so many here to support the 

students and share in the 

prayer life of our school. 
 

BISHOP’S IN-SERVICE  
Our annual Bishop’s Inservice Day will be held 

tomorrow, Friday 15 February. This is a PUPIL FREE 

DAY and all staff will be attending.  The school office will 

be CLOSED. 
 

Focusing on Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si, the 

theme this year will be "Caring for our Common Home".   

 

 

 

 

 

Laudato Si is the first encyclical dedicated to the 

environment and ecology. It calls on all of us to ‘hear 

both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.’ 
 

“Creation is not a property, which we can rule over at 

will; or, even less, is the property of only a few: Creation 

is a gift, it is a wonderful gift that God has given us, so 

that we care for it and we use it for the benefit of all, 

always with great respect and gratitude.” (Pope Francis 

2015) 
 

To prayerfully reflect on these important Church 

teachings go to: 
 

A Prayer for the Earth  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJz0ZuxxMI0 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Please mark the following dates on your family 

calendar and join us to celebrate. 
 

Wednesday 6 March Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

Thursday 14 March School Mass  

Religious Education 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 15 February 

javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22FR%22,%22N06ORSUC%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22SR%22,%22N06ORSUC%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22GR%22,%22N06ORSUC%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJz0ZuxxMI0


MASSES AND LITURGIES 
Please find listed below upcoming Liturgies and 

Masses. Fr Stephen will be here in the Emmanuel 

Chapel to celebrate year level Masses at 9am on the 

dates indicated. Parents and families welcome. 
  

Thursday 21 February  Year Five Mass  

Thursday 28 February  Year Three Liturgy   

Thursday 7 March  Year Six Mass  

Tuesday 19 March  Year Two Liturgy 
 

SAFETY CIRCUS 
Next Tuesday our Year Three classes will participate in 

the dynamic theatre production that is the “Safety 

Circus”.  With its positive messages, of protective 

behaviours, bike safety and bullying 

strategies, combined with song and 

movement, the students are sure to 

find it both engaging and informative.  

Presented by Bachelor of Theatre 

students from the Central 

Queensland Conservatorium of Music, the “Safety 

Circus” reflects current police Protective Behaviour 

policies.   
 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT –  

FRIENDLINESS 
Friendliness is being a friend, through good times and 

bad.  You take an interest in other people and make 

them feel welcome.  You share your belongings, your 

time and yourself.  Friendliness is the best cure for 

loneliness.  No one is left out when you are friendly. 
 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 

people will forget what you did, but people will 

never forget how you made them feel.”  (Maya 

Angelou) 

 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 
 

 

 

Homework Routines 
Setting up homework routines is an important practice 

for your child.  The homework routine teaches your child 

some very important life skills such as how to manage 

their time effectively, how to prioritise, how to motivate 

themselves, the ability to self-regulate and the concept 

of delayed reward.  It is an important skill to develop 

early because their ability to apply themselves to 

homework (and eventually study) will be a major part of 

their future educational success. 

 

When establishing homework routines your positive 

attitude towards education and learning is essential to 

developing a life-long love of learning.  Creating a 

dedicated space for the completion of homework sends 

the message to your child that homework is valued and 

an important daily activity.  Even as early as Prep, you 

can introduce a regular time to read to your child as a 

way of encouraging a consistent routine of learning 

time. 
 

Aside from the opportunity to see what your child is 

learning at school, parent involvement in homework can 

result in improved academic performance and 

increased self-confidence. 
 

How Can I Support my Child with their Homework? 

 Provide support rather than instruction – homework 

is an opportunity to work independently and 

problem-solve activities that they have been taught 

in class. Parents can therefore encourage and 

provide feedback as a way of support as the child 

has already been given the instruction and teaching 

at school. 

 Encourage Independence – Although it’s normal to 

want to intervene when your child is struggling with 

homework, taking control by offering incentives and 

ultimatums or stepping in and doing the homework 

yourself will undermine the practice of homework. 

Children need a sense of autonomy as it helps them 

develop their independence and perseverance. 

 Praise effort rather than ability – It is important to 

communicate that mistakes are part of the learning 

process and are not to be feared.  When praising 

your child it is important to focus on the effort they 

put into their work rather than how smart they are, 

because when they believe that intellectual ability is 

something that can be developed, they are more 

likely to stop worrying about how smart they are and 

they will put all of that energy into tackling new 

challenges to strengthen their abilities and 

knowledge. 

 Commit to the Routine – It is important to ensure the 

homework time and place is available to encourage 

your child to develop and maintain consistent 

routines.  When establishing homework routines 

always ensure other family commitments are 

considered before setting the when and where 

homework will be done. 
} 

When your child has completed their homework they 

arrive at school with a sense of achievement, which 

leads to more self-confidence and a willingness to tackle 

the new tasks more willingly and positively as they enter 

the school gates knowing they are fully prepared for a 

new day of learning. 

 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

  

Curriculum Corner 



 
                                                                       

                  URGENT NOTICE   
Parking in and around Emmanuel 

Please be respectful of our local residents in surrounding streets by 

not blocking driveways during pick-up time 
 

 

STOP, DROP, GO 

NO RIGHT TURN   

IN OR OUT! ! 

      
 

 



         STAFF CARPARK 
              NO PARENT ENTRY  

               BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL 
 

 

 

RESERVED FOR STAFF ONLY 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN  

HOLY SPIRIT’S NEW CARPARK  

VIA BAXTER/TAMRON DRIVE  

WHILST WORKS CONTINUE 



 
2019 STUDENT RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AND 

OTHER INFORMATION COLLECTION UPDATE  
 

Please see attached information regarding Student 

residential addresses which are collected by the 

Australian Government every few years for use in the 

calculation of school’s socioeconomic status (SES) 

scores.  It is important that all parents have familiarised 

themselves with the information provided.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last week, Emmanuel has seen many students 

represent the school in a number of different sports. A 

big congratulations to each and every child, for not only 

their wonderful performances but also for the way they 

represented our school. We are very proud of the 

following girls for their selection in the following Northern 

Suburbs representative teams: 

Nthn Suburbs Netball 

Representatives 

Nthn Suburbs Basketball 

Representatives 

1. Ava Symons 
2. Chelsea Brandon 
3. Ellen Jones 
4. Mia Slater 

1. Ella Bell 
2. Erin Synnott 
3. Gabrielle Sammut 

 

Yesterday afternoon the Wednesday touch football 

competition got underway at the Norris Road touch 

fields. The competition is a way for students of all levels 

to have fun while experiencing a team sport. Emmanuel 

had a fantastic afternoon winning their Boys and Girls 

Grades 3 & 4 games and the Boys Grades 5 & 6. 

Unfortunately, numbers were not enough for the Girls 

Grades 5 & 6 to play against a team. However, they took 

part in a short skills session before playing alongside 

both boys and girls from our school. It was so pleasing 

to see our older students playing alongside junior 

students in such a fair and kind manner. Well done 

to  everyone who took part yesterday, and thank you to 

our parents for their fantastic support.  
 

Finally, thank you to all students who have embraced 

our new procedure for sports notes and money. These 

are now placed into our letterbox in the library.  

Just a reminder that the library opens at 8:10 am so 

please do not leave notes or money in your bags until 

later in the day. 
 

Have a fantastic long weekend and I will see you for 

more sport and HPE next week. Don’t forget to drink lots 

of water and be sun smart.  

Luke Dodson 
HPE Teacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TERM 1 SCHOOL FEE STATEMENTS 
Term 1 School Fee Statements were emailed to all 

families on Wednesday 6 February, with payment due 

21 February.  Statements can also be viewed via parent 

lounge using the ‘make a payment’ tab from the menu 

bar and clicking on the paperclip.  If you did not receive 

your statement, please advise the office asap. 

Spotlight on Sports 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2019 

5:30pm 
Meeting Room 

 
ALL FAMILIES, BOTH NEW AND OLD 
ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED AND 

MOST WELCOME TO ATTEND. 

Prep Oliver Reid 
Amelia McIntosh 
Sophia Powell 

Amaya Shean 
Madison Merrin 
James Baker 

Year 
1 

Bella Murphy 
Hugo Anderson 

Archie Stevenson 

Year 
2 

Ruby Galea 
Asha Worth 
Elizabeth Swan 

Tristan Trannore 
Molly Haack 
Millie Hammond 

Year 
3 

Mackenzie Hays 
Henry Porter 
Mia Newnham 

Thomas Sacca 
Breanna Dolfin 
Cale Newton 

Year 
4 

Cadence Rooney 
Molly Byron 
Curtis Brooks 

Riley Camilleri 
Sullivan Goldsworthy 
Indii Peterstorfer 

Year 
5 

Georgina Grima 
Benjamin Taylor 
Mia Overall 

Ellie Shean 
Camila Espinoza Girao 
Nakita Evans 

Year 
6 

Sean Atherton 
Zoe Huang 
Natalie Logan 

Samantha Harmsworth 
Max Dolphin 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
POSITION VACANT – SCHOOL CROSSING 
SUPERVISOR 
A casual position exists for a School Crossing 

Supervisor at Emmanuel Catholic Primary School. 
 

The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to 

work five days per week in all weather conditions. The 

hours of work for School Crossing Supervisors are 1.5 

hours per day and may vary from 50 mins to 1 hour in 

the morning and 30 to 45 minutes in the afternoon A 

commencement date is to be advised.  A pay rate of 

$30.34 per hour applies. 
 

The successful applicants will be dependent on: 

 The suitable outcome of a health assessment carried 
out by a GP of your choice according to the guidelines 
in the “Notes for Medical Practitioner” on the School 
Crossing Supervisor Scheme – Health Assessment 
Form; (this is paid by the Department) 

 A Positive  Blue Card Notice (This is also paid by the 
Department and means you do not need to have a 
blue card to apply for the position) 

 

If you are interested in the position please collect an 

application form from the School administration or 

contact Karen Cantoni (Road Safety officer) on 

49518331. 
 

The School Crossing Supervisors Application is to be 

returned to School for the School Principal’s 

recommendation.  

OSCH 
A reminder to families – the child care management 

system (CCMS) is closing and we need to submit 

requests to amend any data by 28 February 2019.  If 

you have not submitted your CRN or your CCS is not 

correctly calculating, please contact us so that we can 

ensure we have completed everything to ensure you 

receive your entitlements. 
 

 

 

Friday 15 February is Bishops Inservice Day (Pupil -

Free day).  This service will be operating from 7.00am 

to 6.00pm.  The fee for the day is $52.50.  We will 

provide afternoon tea.  If you wish your child to attend, 

please remember closed in shoes, a wide-brimmed hat 

and a packed morning tea and lunch. 

If you are interested in enrolling your child or have any 

questions regarding this service, you can contact us on 

0429 311 579 or email us on 
ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 4 
Monday 18 Feb Kara Shepherd 

Tuesday 19 Feb Tracey Camilleri 

Wednesday 20 Feb Stephen Northam 

Thursday 21 Feb  Rebecca Wellbrock 

Friday 22 Feb Stefanie Riley 

HELP WANTED 

Thank You 

mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au

