
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

11 October 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our two new families joining us this term – 

the Brianese and Stevenson family!  I hope your time together over the past two weeks has been 

both enjoyable and relaxing.  The start of a new term is always an extremely exciting time for 

both students and staff, particularly the final term of the school year.  I just love seeing all the 

children come back to school and to hear the buzz of excitement in the buildings and around the 

grounds.  When the students aren’t in school the buildings and grounds become quiet, almost to 

the point of being eerie.  But as the children enter the buildings you can feel the life coming back 

into the school.  All children are different and as such some seem to settle straight back into the 

routines while others may take a little longer to settle.  Keeping this in mind, let’s remember that 

God created each one of us differently and that we may all take a different amount of time to get 

back into ‘the swing of things’.  How dull it would be if we were all the same!! 
 

With only nine weeks to go before another school year ends, there is so much happening between 

now and 07 December.  The end of year is always a very hectic time filled with orientation days, 

farewells, graduations, report cards and so forth.  Many of our students will be involved in the 

Mackay Eisteddfod in the next three weeks, in both individual events and group performances.  

The school has entered a number of choral speaking and choral singing groups in the Eisteddfod 

and all participants will have received letters with specific arrangements for their group’s 

performances.  Rehearsals are now in full swing for this community event.  Our Year Five 

students are preparing for their Leadership Camp which will take place in Week 5 of the term and 

our Year Six students are looking forward to their last term in Primary School. 
 

In the next few weeks we will be sending home order forms for School Packs – next year’s 

booklist, stationery and text books, already prepacked and delivered to school.  Any orders you 

place will be delivered to school before the end of the year for you to collect, and our school will 

receive a percentage of the value of the orders.  This is a great service to parents sponsored by 

our Parents and Friends Association.  Thank you to those wonderful people who work so 

tirelessly for our school community.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 

At this time of the year, plans are also being made for 2019 and the key factor upon which 

planning is based on enrolment facts and figures.  Whether it’s class composition, number of 

classes, number of staff members or budget planning, it is essential to be as accurate as possible 

in predicting the number of students at Emmanuel come January next year.  Can I ask then that 

you keep us informed about potential moves between now and the beginning of the year?  Thank 

you for helping us to be well-prepared for the year ahead. 
 

On 07 October we celebrated the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  October is the special month 

devoted to praying the Rosary.  Over the next few weeks let us ask Mary to pray for us through 

the prayer that we all know.  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou 

amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, mother of God, pray 

for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 
 

 Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

Term Planner 

 

 

October 
 

Fri 12:  

 Beach Day 
 

Mon 15: 

 Luke Kennedy 

 Parent Meeting 
 

Tues 16: 

 Luke Kennedy visit 

 Yrs 4,5 and 6 
 

Mon 22: 

 Pupil free day 

 Show Choir (Yr 5) 
 

Tues 23: 

 Yr 2 Speaking 

 Yr 1 Singing 

 Yr 4 Singing 
 

Thur 25: 

 Yr 1 Speaking 

 Yr 3 Speaking 

Yr 6 Hymn and Folk  
 

Fri 26: 

 Day for Daniel 
 

Wed 31: 

 Andrew Chinn visit 
 

November 
 

Wed 7 – Fri 9:  

 Year 5 Camp 
 

Fri 9: 

 Norfair 
 

Wed 14: 

 Swimming begins  

 P – Yr 3 
 

Fri 30: 

 Swimming ends 

December 
 

Mon 3:  

 Christmas Carols

 HSC Orientation 
 

Thur 6: 

 Thanksgiving Mass 
 

Fri 7: 

Last day of school year 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

LETTER ANSWERED – A REFLECTION 

A regular ‘church goer’ wrote a letter to the editor of a 

newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go 

to Mass. 'I've gone to church every Sunday for 40 years 

and in that time I have heard thousands of readings, 

prayers and sermons. Even though I have tried, I can't 

remember a single one of them. I think it’s a waste of my 

time, the priest’s time and everyone else’s time.” 

 

Much to the editor’s delight this letter started a real 

controversy. It went on for weeks until someone  

wrote, “I've been married for 40 years and in that time 

my wife has cooked more than 30,000 meals for me. 

Even though I have tried, I can’t, for the life of me, recall 

the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do 

know this... They all nourished me and gave me the 

strength I needed to live my life, love my family and do 

my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I 

would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not 

gone to Mass for nourishment, I would be spiritually 

dead today!” 
 

When you are DOWN to nothing.... God is UP to 

something! 

Remember to thank God for your physical and spiritual 

nourishment and health. 
 

(Author Unknown) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORLD MISSION MONTH 
‘How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news …..’  (Isaiah 52:7) 
 

This year we will be celebrating SOCCERTOBER.  It is 

an opportunity for us to focus our attention on those less 

fortunate than ourselves and to be grateful for all that 

we have. Students in all classes will participate in 

activities that promote justice, prayer and action. 

Together we can make a difference and help others. 

 

 

 

 

MONTH OF THE ROSARY                                                                                    
During October we are encouraged to pray this beautiful 

prayer and to reflect on the mysteries of our faith which 

it memorialises.  
 

The Rosary is the story of the New Testament. Through 

the beads we recall the joyful, sorrowful and glorious 

times in the life of Mary and Jesus. We follow Mary from 

the Annunciation, when the archangel Gabriel came 
to ask her to become the Mother of Christ, to the day 

she was crowned Queen of Heaven. We follow Jesus 

from the moment the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, 

through his childhood, his cruel death on the cross, the 

joy of Easter when he rose from the dead, to the day he 

ascended to Heaven in glory. We reflect on the 

teachings and miracles of Jesus. 

 

We celebrate the Feast of Our 

Lady of the Rosary on 7 

October each year.  

 
Each Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday this month, students and 

staff will gather in the chapel at 

lunchtime to say The Rosary. 

We will pray for peace in our 

families, our school and in our world. A big thank you to 

the Year Five students who helped lead this time of 

prayer yesterday.  

 

Today all classes visited the chapel to pray The Rosary 

for Australia and the youth of our country.  

 

To find out more about The Rosary and how to pray it, 

go to Catholic Online: 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 

 

“The Rosary has a peaceful effect on those who pray it, 

leading them to see the face of Christ in others, to 

recognise other’s grief and to yearn to make the world 

more beautiful, more just, more closely conformed to 

God’s plan.” (St Pope John Paul II, 2002) 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Please continue to pray for the students who are 

enrolled in the parish program. They will receive the 

Sacrament of Penance for the first time at the end of 

October.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php


BEACH DAY – WALKATHON  
Our annual beach day and walkathon 

will be held at Bucasia Beach tomorrow, 

Friday 12 October. All students are 

asked to bring a gold coin donation for 

the Missions and are invited to wear 

CRAZY SOCKS with their uniform.  

 
The children will travel to and from Bucasia Beach Park 

by bus. They will participate in the walkathon and beach 

activities before enjoying a sausage-sizzle lunch, kindly 

donated by the Emmanuel P&F Association.  

 

Students are to wear their SPORTS UNIFORM and 

bring their morning tea and a bottle of water. Every child 

must wear their school hat and is encouraged to apply 

sunscreen.  

 

If your child carries medication (such as an asthma 

puffer) this must accompany them to the beach. 
 

 

 
 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

PURPOSEFULNESS 
Being purposeful is having a clear focus, instead of 

being unsure of what you are doing or why you are doing 

it. You are acting purposefully when you have a goal you 

are working toward. You concentrate your mind and 

your efforts to achieve your goal. You have a positive 

attitude and don’t let obstacles stop you from doing what 

is important. Some people just let things happen. A 

purposeful person makes things happen. 

  

“If you don’t know where you are going, any road 

will get you there.” (Lewis B Carrol) 

 
 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education (Acting) 
 

 

MACKAY EISTEDDFOD INFORMATION  
The Mackay Eisteddfod is currently underway and our 
Emmanuel Choirs are ready to perform!  On Monday, 
participating students received a letter outlining details 
of transportation and dress requirements.  Parents are 
asked to return the permission slip (if applicable) to their 
child’s teacher no later than Monday 15 October.  If you 
have any questions regarding the timetable below, 
please contact Mrs McDonald (Choral singing) or Mrs 
Kliese (Verse Speaking).   We wish all of our choirs the 
best of luck!   

 

 

EXPECTATIONS REGARDING BEHAVIOUR IN 

TOILETS 
Students are regularly reminded regarding the school’s 
behaviour expectations when they are using the toilets. 
Another reminder occurred at school this week.   
  
The focus was on:  

 Educating students about germs in toilets. 

 Hygiene practices (washing hands, not taking food 
into toileting area etc.).   

 Students should use the toilet responsibly (e.g. not 
waste time and keep noise to a minimum).  

 Discourage play in toilets (e.g. not a place for playing 
tricks on others or contact with other people).  

 Respect people’s privacy in the cubicles.  

 No phones to be used in the toilet area.   
 
In the aim of enhancing student hygiene and safety, it 
would be appreciated if parents reinforce these 
behaviours at home with regard to not only the school 
toilets, but all public toilet areas.   
 

DESIGNATED TOILETS FOR PARENTS 
We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have so many 
parents visiting the school each day.  Therefore it is 
important that we provide toilet facilities for your 
use.  From a student protection perspective, we ask 
that parents do not use the student toilets.  

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School 

Mackay Eisteddfod 2018 

Please note that return / pick-up times are approximate 

only due to scheduling changes which may occur on the 

day 

DAY/TIME SECTION 

DESCRIPTION 

TRANSPORT 

TO MECC 

TRANSPORT 

BACK FROM 

MECC 

MONDAY 

22  Oct at 

6:30pm 

Primary Schools 

Show Choir 

(Year 5 Choir) 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  6:00pm 

Parents collect 

students from 

MECC  7:45pm 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

8.30am 

Grade 2 

Choral Speaking 

Group 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:30am 

Bus back to 

school 9:45am 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

1:00pm 

Grade 1 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Bus to MECC 

12:15pm 

Bus back to 

school 1:45pm 

TUESDAY 

23  Oct at 

6.30pm 

Grade 4 and 

Under 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  6:00pm 

Parents collect 

students from 

MECC  7:45pm 

THURSDAY 

25  Oct at 

8:30am 

Grade 1 

Choral Speaking 

Group 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:00am 

Bus back to 

school 9:30am 

THURSDAY 

25  Oct at 

8:30am 

Grade 3 

Choral Speaking 

Group 

Bus to MECC 

8.45am 

Bus back to 

school 

10:30am 

THURSDAY 

25  Oct at 

1.00pm 

Primary Schools 

Hymn & Folk 

Grade 6 Choir 

Bus to MECC 

12:15pm 

Bus back to 

school 1:45pm 

FRIDAY 

26  Oct at 

8.30am 

Grade 3 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop 

students off to 

MECC  8:00am 

Bus back to 

school 9:30am 



There is a toilet designated for the 
use of all parents, toddlers and 
visitors.  This is the disabled toilet 
which is located at the back of 
Administration and beside F Block 
(Year 2 Classrooms).  There is a 
yellow sign on the door of this toilet 
advising parents that they are 
welcome to use this facility.  Hope 
this helps you to not be ‘caught short’! 
 

HAIRSTYLES 
Students attending Emmanuel are expected to wear 
their uniform in a way which reflects pride in their school 
and in their own personal appearance.  Accordingly, 

 Hairstyles should be appropriate to this expectation 
– extreme hairstyles are not acceptable. 

 Hair should be clean, brushed and generally neat – 
not unruly. 

 
NOT PERMITTED: 
 Variations to natural hair colour  
 Cut less than gauge three 
 Boys’ hair longer than collar length and fringe past 

the forehead 
 Spiked cuts 
 Wedge cuts 
 Track cuts 
 Multiple braiding 
 Rat’s Tail 
 Mullet Cuts 
 

 If hair bands or scrunchies are to be worn, they are 
to be gold or blue of the school colours.  No 
decorative hair bands are to be worn. 

 NO COLOURED HAIR – NATURAL HAIR COLOUR 
ONLY. 

 

JEWELLERY AT SCHOOL 
As per the school’s uniform guidelines, we ask parents 
to please take note of the following: 

 Girls are permitted to only wear small, plain silver or 
gold sleepers or studs in the lobe of the ear – one 
pair only. NO drop earrings are to be worn, in 
accordance with Workplace, Health & Safety. 

 A small cross and chain around the neck is 
permitted, preferably long enough to be worn inside 
the uniform for safety purposes.  Boys are not 
permitted to wear earrings. 

 Rings are not permitted under any circumstances. 
 

IF PARENTS ARE UNSURE OF SCHOOL UNIFORM 
OR HAIR STYLE REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR 
CLARIFICATION. 
 

CLASSES 2019 
This term will see staff arrange classes for the 2019 
school year.  This process is very deliberate and time 
consuming but also very important to creating balanced 

classes throughout the school.  I’d like to provide 
parents with some of the underlying principles that drive 
our decision making: 
 

1.  We always aim to create classes that are balanced 
in need.  We consider the academic, social, 
emotional and behavioural needs of the children 
when placing them in a class.  This is never straight 
forward and often needs considerable thought. 

2.  We consider the gender balance within the group, the 
body of knowledge that we have gathered on each 
child and any parent input that may assist. 

3.   We always endeavour to be just, fair and 
compassionate to the needs of each child. 

 
I invite parents to write to me if you have information 
about your child that may assist the staff in placing your 
child.  While I always stipulate that parents are not able 
to request certain teachers and groups of friends, there 
is often information that, as a school, we are unaware of 
and would benefit from knowing.  Please put your 
consideration in writing and send to the office 
addressed to Miss Rostirolla by the end of Week 
Four of term, Friday 2 November.   
 
I would also like to stress that our staff know their 
students very well and will do their very best throughout 
this process.  I urge parents to trust us in making 
informed decisions that we consider will be the best for 
each child. 
 

SOCCER GOALS 
You may have noticed a new addition on our school oval 
over the holidays:  2 sets of soccer goal boxes have 
been generously loaned to us by Wanderers Football 
Club.  A big thankyou to Mrs Kliese for organising the 
goals, and to Mr Greg Kliese and Mr Jim DeThomasis 
for setting them up.  As you can imagine, the Year 5 
boys (pictured below) are enjoying this new equipment. 
 

 
 

 
SWIMMING 2018 
Swimming lessons will once again take place at Marlins 
Swim School. These lessons will commence in Week 6 
(Yr 2W/2B), Week 7 (2K/3P) and Prep J/Prep R) and 
Week 8 (Prep T/1M; 1G/1W and 3H/3L) 
 
Further details will be sent home in a letter closer to the 
lessons commencing. Costs for swimming/bus will be 
added to Term 4 accounts. 
 

LUKE KENNEDY 
Parents and friends are invited to a Parent Information 
Night presented by motivational speaker, Luke 
Kennedy. The night has been organised by Mackillop 
Catholic Primary School and we thank CEO 
Rockhampton for providing some funding through the 
Parent Education Fund to support this initiative. 
 
Our Year 4 - 6 students will also hear Luke speak on the 
important topic of Resilience on Tuesday next week. 
Costs of Luke’s visit will be billed to Term 4 accounts. 



 

 
 

 

STAR FM will be broadcasting live from Emmanuel 
next Tuesday, 16 October.   Our P&F are also 
providing coffee to the parents of Emmanuel 
through The Cafe2U Coffee Van, who will be making 
coffee (at no cost to you) from 8am to 9am.  The 
Broadcast and Coffee Van will be out the front of the 
Marist Centre – so come along and join in the fun 
(and vote for Emmanuel) 

The Star 101.9 School Disco promotion requires school 

communities to nominate and vote for their School 

through the Star 101.9 website. 

The most-voted School of the promotion will win a Star 

School disco for themselves, along with Harvey Norman 

prizes to be raffled on the night and $1000 to go back to 

the P&F.  

 

The wining School will be able to choose an evening for 

which they would like to host the disco. The Star101.9 

team will bring our Announcer along for the party, a 

popcorn machine, fun games, some prizes & special 

surprises and of course that $1000 cheque for the P&F. 

School nominations open at 9am after the Breakfast 

Show on Star 101.9 Monday 1 October. Two weeks of 

nominations will be followed by three weeks of voting, 

with daily School leader board updates available at the 

Star 101.9 website and Facebook page. The final 

winners will be announced the morning of Friday 2 

November during the Breakfast Show. 

 
Star 101.9 will bring the Star Car to the winning School 

the morning of Friday 2 November to congratulate the 

winners with all the freebies.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
NORFAIR 
St Joseph’s Norfair will be held on Friday 9th November.  
Emmanuel has been asked to once again organise and 
run the Bake/Cake Stall.  Please see the flyer attached 
to this newsletter for more details.  
 

 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018 Student Residential Address and Other 
Information Collection Notice 
Attached to this newsletter is a notice from the 

Australian Government Department of Education and 

Training in regards to your child’s school providing a 

statement of addresses. 

This collection is routinely used to inform 

Commonwealth school education policy, and to help 

ensure that Commonwealth funding arrangements for 

non-government schools are based on need, and are 

fair and transparent. 

This letter will also be emailed to parents today. Please 

take the time to pursue the letter. 

 

Prep Ryan Wisely 
Savannah Dawes 
Braxton Ingram 

Arki Mounsey 
Fynn Ayles 
Taya O’Brien 

Year 
1 

Maya Webb 
Scarlett Turner 
Lincoln Sinnott 

Dorothy Pearce 
Archie Marks 

Year 
2 

Noah Langford 
Jacob Deguara 
Ethan Mooney 

Oscar Lewis 
Jake Ryan 
Jack Shepherd 

Year 
3 

Lexi Worth 
Blake Hudson 
Indi Brady 

Lilly-Allen Dreger 
Kaitlin Shanks 

Year 
4 

Leonor de Sousa 
Jeremy Pula-Fatu 
Myah Annetts 

Abby Spencer 
Lachlan Warren 

Year 
5 

Grace Schembri 
Ryan Wheeler 
Alessandro Campallari 

Alina Baby 
Max Smith 
Natalie Logan 

Year 
6 

Anneke Grobler 
Jessica Powell-
Templeton 
Matthew Shanks 

Emmanuel Bartolo 
Bridget Slater 
Lucy Sheather 

 

Principal’s Awards 

Monday, 22 October 

Pupil Free Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 2 
Monday 15 October Fabia Pace 
Tuesday 16 October Carmen de Sousa 
Wednesday 17 October Stephen Northam 

Hayley Tongue 
Thursday 18 October  Carly Illguth 

Michelle Prince 
Friday 19 October Kara Shepherd 

Mel Johnson 

Thank You 

P and F Meeting 

Tuesday 16 October 2018 

5:30pm 

Meeting Room 

ALL WELCOME! 


