
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
10 October 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to several new families who are 
joining us this term – the Castorina, Gibbons, Herring and Wilson families!  I hope 
that the past two weeks have been both enjoyable and relaxing for all families and 
that you were able to spend some quality time with your children.  The start of a new 
term is always an extremely exciting time for both students and staff, particularly the 
final term of the school year.  I just love seeing all the children come back to school 
and to hear the buzz of excitement in the buildings and around the grounds.  When 
the students aren’t in school the buildings and grounds become quiet, almost to the 
point of being eerie.  But as the children enter the buildings you can feel the life 
coming back into the school.  All children are different and as such some seem to 
settle straight back into the routines while others may take a little longer to settle.  
Keeping this in mind, let’s remember that God created each one of us differently and 
that we may all take a different amount of time to get back into ‘the swing of things’.  
How dull it would be if we were all the same!! 
 
With only eight weeks to go before another school year ends, there is so much 
happening between now and 06 December.  The end of year is always a very hectic 
time filled with orientation days, farewells, graduations, report cards and so forth.  
Many of our students will be involved in the Mackay Eisteddfod in the next three 
weeks, in both individual events and group performances.  The school has entered 
a number of choral speaking and choral singing groups in the Eisteddfod and all 
participants will have received letters with specific arrangements for their group’s 
performances.  Rehearsals are now in full swing for this community event.   
 
In the next few weeks we will be sending home order forms for School Packs – 
next year’s booklist, stationery and text books, already prepacked and delivered to 
school.  Any orders you place will be delivered to school before the end of the year 
for you to collect, and our school will receive a percentage of the value of the orders.  
This is a great service to parents sponsored by our Parents and Friends Association.  
Thank you to those wonderful people who work so tirelessly for our school 
community.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
At this time of the year, plans are also being made for 2020 and the key factor upon 
which planning is based is enrolment facts and figures.  Whether it’s class 
composition, number of classes, number of staff members or budget planning, it is 
essential to be as accurate as possible in predicting the number of students at 
Emmanuel come January next year.  Can I ask then that you keep us informed about 
potential moves between now and the beginning of the year?  Thank you for helping 
us to be well-prepared for the year ahead. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

October 
 

Mon 21 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
MACKAY EISTEDDFOD 
 

Mon 21: 
Show Choir 
 
Tues 22: 
Yr 2 Speaking 
Yr 1 Singing 
Yr 4 Singing 
Hymn and Folk Choir 
 
Wed 23: 
Yr 5 Speaking 
 
Thur 24: 
Yr 2 Singing 
 
Fri 25: 
Yr 3 Singing 
Yr 5/6 Singing 
Yr 6 Folk Group 
 
Fri 25 
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 
DAY FOR DANIEL 
 
Sun 27: 
Children’s Mass at St 
Joseph’s Church – 9am 
 

November 
 

Fri 8: 
NORFAIR 
 

Term Planner 



On 07 October we celebrated the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  October is the special month devoted to 
praying the Rosary.  Over the next few weeks let us ask Mary to pray for us through the prayer that we all 
know.  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the coming week, 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

SERMONS WE SEE  (Edgar A. Guest) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER - WORLD MISSION MONTH 
 

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Pope Benedict XV's Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, Pope Francis has 
announced that this October will be an Extraordinary Missionary Month. The theme, Baptized and Sent: The 
Church of Christ on a Mission in the World, calls us to reignite our Baptismal call to mission through 
prayer, advocacy, service and solidarity. It is an invitation for all to do something extraordinary for mission 
today. 
 
CATHOLIC MISSION – SOCKTOBER  
 

SOCKTOBER is an initiative of Catholic Mission. It is an opportunity for us to 
focus our attention on those less fortunate than ourselves and to be grateful for 
all that we have. Students in all classes will participate in activities that promote 
justice, prayer and action. Together we can make a difference and help others. 
 

With a focus on Ghana, ‘Do not fear for I am with you’ is the theme of this year’s 
appeal.  
 
WE NEED YOUR ODD SOCKS! 
 

As part of our Socktober activities, some year levels will be doing a puppetry unit in 
Drama.  We are looking for donations of odd socks that can be made into puppets. The 
socks can be any size, colour or design. Students will make their puppets and work in 
groups to develop a simple script for performance. Thank you for sending suitable socks 
to school by Friday 18 October, so that we are ready to start making our puppets the 
following week.  Let the fun begin! 

 
 

I'd rather see a sermon  
Than hear one any day; 
I'd rather one should walk with me 
Than merely tell the way. 
  

The eye's a better pupil 
And more willing than the ear, 
Fine counsel is confusing, 
But example's always clear. 
  

And the best of all the preachers 
Are the men who live their creeds, 
For to see good put into action 
Is what everybody needs. 

When I see a deed of kindness, 
I am eager to be kind. 
When a weaker brother stumbles 
And a strong man stands behind; 
  

Just to see if he can help him, 
Then the wish grows strong in me 
To become as big and thoughtful 
As I know that friend to be. 
  

And all travellers can witness that 
The best of guides today 
Is not the one who tells them, 
But the one who shows the way. 

Religious Education 



OCTOBER - MONTH OF THE ROSARY 
 

During October we are encouraged to pray this beautiful prayer and to reflect on the mysteries of our faith 
which it memorialises.  
 

The Rosary is the story of the New Testament. Through the beads we recall the joyful, sorrowful and glorious 
times in the life of Mary and Jesus. We follow Mary from the Annunciation, when the archangel Gabriel came 
to ask her to become the Mother of Christ, to the day she was crowned Queen of Heaven. We follow Jesus 
from the moment the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, through his childhood, his cruel death on the cross, the joy 
of Easter when he rose from the dead, to the day he ascended to Heaven in glory. We reflect on the teachings 
and miracles of Jesus. 
 

Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday this month, students and staff are invited to gather in the chapel to say 
The Rosary at lunchtime. We will pray for peace in our families, our school and in our world. It was lovely to 
see quite a large crowd participating on our first day. 
 

To find out more about The Rosary and how to pray it, go to: http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php 
 

“The Rosary has a peaceful effect on those who pray it, leading them to see the face of Christ in others, to 
recognise other’s grief and to yearn to make the world more beautiful, more just, more closely conformed to 
God’s plan.” (Pope John Paul II, 2002) 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
Please continue to pray for the students who are preparing to receive the Sacraments. 
 

The Reconciliation Family Workshop will take place at St Joseph’s Church later this month. Choose from 
or Wednesday 30 October at 7:00pm or Sunday 3 November at 10:00am.  
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

 
 
 

 

Students preparing for First Penance through the St Joseph’s Parish are reminded to attend this weekend. A 
big thank you to all our teachers who participate in this important ministry. 
 
WEAR RED 
           

On Friday, 25 October, we will join with the rest of Australia in acknowledging ‘Day for 
Daniel’. It is a child safety and protection initiative that aims to help empower our 
children to Recognise, React and Report if they feel something is not right. ‘Wear Red 
and Educate’ is the theme of ‘Day for Daniel’. 
 

All students are invited to wear something red (socks, shoelaces, ribbons) with their school 
uniform on this day. It is not a free dress day. No donation is required for participation.   
 

 For more information about the Daniel Morcombe Foundation and ‘Day for Daniel’ go 
http://www.danielmorcombe.com.au/ 
 
VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – GENEROSITY 
“Generosity isn’t an act. It’s a way of life.” (Chip Ingram) 
 

Generosity is one of the best ways to show love and friendship. You share freely, not with the idea of receiving 
something in return.  Someone showing generosity is happy to give time, money, food, or kindness to people 
in need. When you are generous, you put others before yourself. When you're forgiving, kind and gentle to 
people, you show generosity of spirit.  
  

“For it is in giving that we receive.” (St Francis of Assisi) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St Joseph’s Church Saturday 6pm Mass 
First and Third weekend  

of each month 
St Joseph’s Church Sunday 9am Mass 

St Brendan’s Church Sunday 7:30am Mass 

Noeleen Kliese 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 



On the last day of Term 4, Emmanuel entered teams in this year's  annual Netball, and Steve Jackson Rugby 
League Gala Days. These events are an opportunity for all students regardless of experience, to take part in 
a fun day of netball and rugby league playing alongside school friends against other schools from all over the 
region. Forty-five girls took part in the annual Netball Gala Day. Everyone had a lot of fun with one of the 
senior teams walking away as the overall winners for their age. The team consisted of Ava Symons, Erin 
Synnott, Madison Tatow, Lily Ringlestein, Mia Slater, Clara Chow, Melba Mathew, Summer Hunt and Chelsea 
Brandon. Well done to all the girls for their sportsmanship on the day. 
 

 

The emphasis of the Steve Jackson Gala Day is not on winning or losing but on sportsmanship and team 
comradery. Emmanuel had a fantastic day. They showed true grit and determination, competing in five games 
while playing in sweltering conditions. Congratulations go out to each student for their the way they 
represented our school Emmanuel, on and off the field. 

Luke Dodson 
HPE Teacher 

 
EXPECTATIONS REGARDING BEHAVIOUR IN TOILETS 
Students are regularly reminded regarding the school’s behaviour expectations when they are using the 
toilets. Another reminder occurred at school this week.   
  
The focus was on:  
 Educating students about germs in toilets. 
 Hygiene practices (washing hands, not taking food into toileting area etc.).   
 Students should use the toilet responsibly (e.g. not waste time and keep noise to a minimum).  
 Discourage play in toilets (e.g. not a place for playing tricks on others or contact with other people).  
 Respect people’s privacy in the cubicles.  
 No phones to be used in the toilet area.   
 
In the aim of enhancing student hygiene and safety, it would be appreciated if parents reinforce these 
behaviours at home with regard to not only the school toilets, but all public toilet areas.   
 

Sports Update 



DESIGNATED TOILETS FOR PARENTS 
We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have so many parents visiting the school each day.  Therefore it is 
important that we provide toilet facilities for your use.  From a student protection perspective, we ask that 
parents do not use the student toilets.  
 

There is a toilet designated for the use of all parents, toddlers and visitors.  This is the 
disabled toilet which is located at the back of Administration and beside F Block (Year 2 
Classrooms).  There is a yellow sign on the door of this toilet advising parents that they 
are welcome to use this facility.  Hope this helps you to not be ‘caught short’! 

 

 
 

 
HAIRSTYLES 
Students attending Emmanuel are expected to wear their uniform in a way which reflects pride in their school 
and in their own personal appearance.  Accordingly: 
 Hairstyles should be appropriate to this expectation – extreme hairstyles are not acceptable. 
 Hair should be clean, brushed and generally neat – not unruly. 
 If hair bands or scrunchies are to be worn, they are to be gold or blue of the school colours.  No 

decorative hair bands are to be worn. 
 
 NO COLOURED HAIR – NATURAL HAIR COLOUR ONLY. 
 
NOT PERMITTED: 
 Variations to natural hair colour  
 Cut less than gauge three 
 Boys’ hair longer than collar length and fringe past the forehead 
 Spiked cuts 
 Wedge cuts 
 Track cuts 
 Multiple braiding 
 Rat’s Tail 
 Mullet Cuts 
 
JEWELLERY AT SCHOOL 
As per the school’s uniform guidelines, we ask parents to please take note of the following: 
 Girls are permitted to only wear small, plain silver or gold sleepers or studs in the lobe of the ear – one 

pair only. NO drop earrings are to be worn, in accordance with Workplace, Health & Safety. Boys are not 
permitted to wear earrings. 

 A small cross and chain around the neck is permitted, preferably long enough to be worn inside the uniform 
for safety purposes.   

 Rings are not permitted under any circumstances. 
 

IF PARENTS ARE UNSURE OF SCHOOL UNIFORM OR HAIR STYLE REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR CLARIFICATION. 
 
SWIMMING 2019 – PREP TO YEAR 3 CLASSES 
Swimming lessons will once again take place at Marlins Swim School for Prep – Year 3 classes. These 
lessons will commence in Week 6 (Yr 2B & 2M), Week 7 (3W, 3P, PREP G, 1C) Week 8 (Prep T; Prep J; 1M, 
1W, 2W, 3L) 
 
Further details will be sent home in a letter closer to the lessons commencing. Costs for swimming/bus will 
be added to Term 4 accounts. If for any reason your child will be UNABLE TO SWIM, please inform Mrs 
McDonald in writing by THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER.   

 

 



MACKAY EISTEDDFOD INFORMATION  
The Mackay Eisteddfod is currently underway and our Emmanuel Choirs are ready to perform!  Participating 
students received a letter outlining details of transportation and dress requirements.  Parents are asked to 
return the permission slip (if applicable) to their child’s teacher no later than Monday 14 October.  If you 
have any questions regarding the timetable below, please contact Mrs Miller (Choral singing) or Mrs Kliese 
(Verse Speaking).   We wish all of our choirs the best of luck!   

 

Emmanuel Catholic Primary School 

Mackay Eisteddfod 2019 

Please note that return / pick-up times are approximate only due to scheduling changes which may occur 
 on the day 

DAY/TIME SECTION DESCRIPTION TRANSPORT TO MECC TRANSPORT BACK FROM MECC 

MONDAY 
21  Oct at 
6:00pm 

Primary Schools Show 
Choir 

Parents drop students off 
to MECC  5.15pm 

Parents collect students from 
MECC  7:15pm 

TUESDAY 

22  Oct at 
8.30am 

Grade 2 

Choral Speaking Group 

Parents drop students off 
to MECC from 8:00am 

Bus back to school 9:30am 

TUESDAY 

22  Oct at 
1:00pm 

Grade 1 

Choral Singing Choir 

Bus to MECC 12:15pm Bus back to school 1:30pm 

TUESDAY 

22  Oct at 
1:00pm 

Grade 4 

Choral Singing Choir 

Bus to MECC 12:15pm Bus back to school 2.00pm 

TUESDAY 
22  Oct at 
6.30pm 

Choral Singing (Hymn and 
Folk School Choir) 

Parents drop students off 
to MECC  5.45pm 

Parents collect students from 
MECC  7:30pm 

WEDNESDAY 

23  Oct at 
8:30am 

Grade 5 

Choral Speaking Group 

Bus to MECC 

at 9.00am 

Bus back to school 11.00am 

THURSDAY 

24  Oct at 
1.00pm 

Grade 2 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Bus to MECC 12:15pm Bus back to school 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 

25  Oct at 
8.30am 

Grade 3 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Parents drop students off 
to MECC from 8:00am 

Bus back to school 10.00am 

FRIDAY 

25  Oct at 
8.30am 

Grade 5/6 

Choral Singing 

Choir 

Bus to MECC 

At 9.30am 

Bus back to school 11.30am 

FRIDAY 

25  Oct at 
6.30pm 

Folk Group for Primary 
schools 

(YEAR 6 only) 

Parents drop students off 
to MECC 5.00pm 

Parents collect students from  MECC 
at 7.00pm 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASSES 2020 
This term will see staff arrange classes for the 2020 school year.  This process is very deliberate and time 
consuming, but also very important to creating balanced classes throughout the school.  I’d like to provide 
parents with some of the underlying principles that drive our decision making: 
 
1. We always aim to create classes that are balanced in need.  We consider the academic, social, emotional 

and behavioural needs of the children when placing them in a class.  This is never straight forward and 
often needs considerable thought. A past practice has been that students nominate a friend, but as you 
can appreciate this is very difficult to accommodate in a school with 570 students.  This  practice will no 
longer be a deciding factor in class placements.  

2. We consider the gender balance within the group, the body of knowledge that we have gathered on each 
child and any parent input that may assist. 

3. We always endeavour to be just, fair and compassionate to the needs of each child. 
 
I invite parents to write to me if you have information about your child that may assist the staff in placing your 
child.  While I always stipulate that parents are not able to request certain teachers and groups of friends, 
there is often information that, as a school, we are unaware of and would benefit from knowing.  Please put 
your consideration in writing and send to the office addressed to Miss Rostirolla by the end of Week 
Four, Friday 1 November.   
 
I would also like to stress that our staff know their students very well and will do their very best throughout 
this process.  I urge parents to trust us in making informed decisions that we consider will be the best for 
each child. 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES  
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected by their peers as Student Representatives 
for Term 4. 

 
6W –  William Carless and Lucinda Sturgeon 
 
6K –  Ryan Wheeler and Maycee Scott 

6S –  Aston Weir and Bella Hamilton 

 
 
 
 

 
MATHS OLYMPIAD 
Ethan is thinking of a four-digit counting number. 
The thousands digit is different to the hundreds digit. 
The hundreds digit, the tens digit, and the ones digit are the same. 
The sum of the digits is 28. 
Ethan’s number is prime. 
What is Ethan’s number? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amanda McDonald 
Assistant Principal Administration 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

MONDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2019 

Assembly Time 
8:50am 

Every Friday 
ALL WELCOME 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P & F ASSOCIATION 
As part of the St Joseph’s Parish, Emmanuel contributes to NORFAIR (Christmas Fair) each year.  We have 
once again been asked to run the Homemade Bake Stall.  This is a tradition that has been going for some 
time.   
 

NORFAIR is being held on Friday 8 November. 
 

A flyer will come home with your children requesting assistance with the supply of baked goods.  If you are 
able to assist with baking, can you please complete and return the slip at the bottom of the flyer by Friday 25 
October. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me by private message on the Emmanuel Facebook page or 
through the office. 
 

Thank you in advance for your continued support. 

Antoinette Schembri 
P & F President 

Tuckshop Roster –  Week 2  
Monday 14 Oct HELP WANTED 

Tuesday 15 Oct HELP WANTED 

Wednesday 16 Oct Asinate Waqa 
Alice Symons 

Thursday 17 Oct Paul Johnson 

Friday 18 Oct Marie Schembri 
Antionette Schembri 

Thank You 

Prep Lila Thomas 
 

Jonty Widdowson 

Year 
1 

Lucas Hooper 
Lincoln Gibbs 
 

Connor Genninges 

Year 
2 

Loki Brianese Jaxon Mills 

Year 
3 

  

Year 
4 

Layla-May Kehoe 
Lara Pritchard 

Jayden Cridland 
Audrey van de Kaa 

Year 
5 

Tori Dennis 
Addison Simpson 
Alana Hyde 

Annika Wallace 
Zarcina Pace 
Alvin Anuji 
 

Year 
6 

Finn Gee 
Connor Muscat 

Sophie Erichesen 
Lachlan Paddison 
 

 

Virtue Vouchers 



OSHC 
Dear Families, 
 

As of the second week of Term 4, Year One children will be arriving at OSHC unescorted.  This change in 
procedure occurs every year to help support the OSHC children transition into Year Two.  Weekly enrolment 
lists will still be provided to their class teachers.  Children currently enrolled in the Preparatory year will be 
still escorted to OSHC by an Educator. If families of Year One children have any queries or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to let us know. 
 

This service will be open on the Pupil-Free day - Monday 21 October from 7.00am to 6.00pm. Fees are as 
per vacation care - $52.50 per child per session.  Children attending will require a healthy packed lunch, 
closed in shoes, a wide-brimmed hat, large water bottle and sleeved clothing.  Please contact 
ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au or phone 0429 311 579 should you wish to enrol your child.” 

 

Lauren Gossweiler 
Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 
 

  
 
  

Community Notices 


