
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

And she brought forth her firstborn son, 

and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid him in a manger. 
Luke 2:7 

 



A Christmas Memory 

 
There are advantages and disadvantages to living in a small town. One advantage is that 
everyone knows everyone else. One disadvantage is that everyone knows everyone else. 

Everyone knew Amy Brady, only child. She was born seventeen years before with so many 
birth problems: organs, bones, muscles — no one expected her to live. But she did. Amy 
Brady, crippled in body, but not in spirit. With her hunched back and twisted spine, everyone 
could recognize her, even from a distance. 

And here she was — sitting outside the choral room door — agonizing. "What am I doing 
here? I'll never be chosen for the choir." 

One advantage to living in a small town is that they develop traditions. A Christmas tradition 
in Maysville was the annual pageant performed in the school auditorium. It had been 
performed for so many years that no one could remember when it had begun or even who 
had written it. But it had become the focal point of the Christmas season for many of the 
townspeople. 

"I don't want to go through the rejection again," thought Amy. "I try not to care, but I do. I 
don't want to be hurt any more." 

More people tried out each year for the pageant than there were parts. Young children 
hoped to be shepherd boys, older ones, shepherds or wise men. Singers wanted to be part 
of the angelic choir, and a few hoped to be chosen as the innkeeper, the angel of the Lord, 
Joseph and Mary. It was a small stage, so many were turned away. 

"Mr. Simmons will never chose me for a part. I just don't fit. But at least I don't have to 
audition for Mrs. Franklin again," Amy mused. 

Mrs. Franklin had taught music at Maysville High for 30 years. She had cast, coached and 
directed the pageant all that time. Amy had a beautiful singing voice and had gone to 
auditions for the angelic choir as a freshman. Without letting her sing, Mrs. Franklin had 
taken one look at Amy's misshapen body and declared, "Child, you just don't fit. I don't 
remember anywhere in the script where it calls for a crippled girl. Everyone would stare at 
you and that would make you uncomfortable. It would make them uncomfortable, too." 

Without singing a single note, Amy had been thrust back through the choral room door. Hurt 
and humiliated, she vowed never to try out again. But now, Mrs. Franklin had retired. 

This year, there was a new choral teacher, Mr. Simmons. Where Mrs. Franklin had ruled 
with fear and force, Mr. Simmons led with love and compassion. He demanded perfection, 
but understood when it was not reached. And he sang with such power and beauty. He had 
asked to see Amy after class and suggested that she audition. 

"I should leave now and avoid the pain. There's no place for a girl like me in this pageant. I 
don't want to be rejected again. Still ... Mr. Simmons asked me to try out. I owe it to him. But 
he'll never choose me. I'm going to leave before it's my turn." 

As Amy struggled to her feet, the door pushed open and Mr. Simmons called out, "Amy, 
you're next." He sat at the piano to accompany her. When the audition was finished, he 
thanked her and told her the results would be posted on the choral room door the next day. 

Amy couldn't sleep. Her mind wavered between feelings that she did not fit, and the great 
need to be accepted and to use her talent to praise the Christ Child. By morning, her 
stomach was in knots. 

The next day, as her third period music class approached, Amy timidly glanced at the list on 
the choral room door. At the bottom was listed the members of the angelic choir. Her name 



wasn't there. Rejected again! But as she turned to enter the class, she caught her name post 
at the top of the page. She, Amy Brady, had been chosen to be the Angel of the Lord. She 
would sing the only solo in the whole pageant. She would sing to the Christ Child, the Son of 
God. There had to be a mistake. Mr. Simmons would not make her ---- so visible. 

But after class, Mr. Simmons asked to talk to her about her part. "Amy, I hope this doesn't 
upset you, but I need to stage your part a little differently this year." 

"Hidden offstage," Amy thought. 

He continued, "I would like to have a pyramid built, place the other angels on it, and put you 
at the very top. I think the message you'll sing is the central part of the pageant." 

The years of hurt exploded. "You don't want me in the middle of the stage! Won't the way I 
look ruin the whole thing? You don't want me where everybody will stare at me!" 

"Amy, I chose you because you deserve the part — your voice is extraordinary. What you 
think of yourself, I cannot change — that is something only you can deal with. I have no 
problem with you singing this part, and in this pageant the angel of the Lord is center stage. 
You must come to peace with yourself or you must tell me to choose someone else. It is 
your decision." 

That night, Amy prayed and made her decision. The rehearsals were exhausting. Her body 
ached after struggling to the top of the pyramid, but great joy filled her heart as she sang 
again and again to the Christ Child. 

One advantage to living in a small town is that when there is a community event, everyone 
comes. And so, the Sunday before Christmas, the whole town of Maysville crammed into the 
school auditorium for the Christmas pageant. Amy Brady, only child, misshapen in body, but 
not in spirit, stood on the top of a silver-white pyramid and sang her heart out to the Christ 
Child and to his mother. 

Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping?.... 

Never had the angel sung more sweetly. 

No one had realized how sick Amy really was, I suppose, because they were so used to 
seeing her broken body. So it was a shock when she died that next Tuesday. Her mother 
conveyed a last request from Amy to Mr. Simmons — would he please sing at her funeral? 

"I've never been in your church. It would be very difficult." The excuses piled up, but in the 
end, he agreed. 

So that Christmas Eve, two of Amy's strong classmates from the football team, rolled Mr. 
Simmons down the aisle of her church and lifted his wheelchair up the one step to the 
podium and handed him the microphone. 

"Before beginning, I'd like to say: I think Amy touched heaven with her angel song last 
Sunday night. And Jesus decided that she needed to stay." Then, Mr. Simmons sang with all 
his heart for a daughter of God, as she had sung for His Son.     

(Author Unknown) 

 
 
 
 



As the 2019 School year draws to a close, I would like to express sincere thanks to all 
families for their support and assistance throughout the school this year.  The students of 
Emmanuel have had a wonderful year and our school has flourished under the guidance of 
our dedicated and hardworking staff.  I wish all families a blessed Christmas and pray that all 
families who will be travelling over the holiday break return safely.  As we farewell some 
familiar faces of staff, students and their families from Emmanuel, we will also warmly 
welcome some fresh faces for the start of the 2020 School year. 
 

Leaving Emmanuel at the end of 2019 with our very best wishes for their contribution to our 
school are: 
 

1. Sarah Thomas who joined us as a graduate teacher at the beginning of 2018 and has 
been teaching in our Prep precinct for the past two years. Sarah has accepted a part 
time teaching position at Emmanuel Kindergarten for 2020.  We wish Sarah all the best 
in her new role in the Kindy setting.  

   
2. Kasey Wheatley who has been teaching Year 2 for the last two years.  Kasey also 

joined us as a graduate teacher at the beginning of 2018.  Kasey is relocating to 
Gladstone and will be teaching at St Francis Catholic Primary School, Tannum Sands. 

 

3. Tahlia Lymbery who has been teaching in Year 3 for the past two years.  Tahlia joined 
us after having taught for 6 months as a graduate teacher at Mackay West State School. 
Tahlia has been a ‘breath of fresh air’ in Year 3.  Tahlia is moving back to Brisbane to be 
closer to her family. 

 
4. Karla Falzon has been teaching at Emmanuel since 2012.  During this time she has 

been instrumental in guiding our older students, Year Six and Year Seven students 
through their final year of primary school. This year Karla has been teaching Visual Arts 
and working in classrooms in the role of a Data Literacy teacher. Next year Karla moves 
on to Holy Spirit College where she will take on the role of Inclusive Curriculum teacher. 

 
5. Judy Hain has been working as a Teacher Assistant in Prep since 2008. This year Judy 

has been enjoying time with her family and will continue to do so in 2020. 
 

6. Rae-Lee Dray joined us in 2013 from St Catherine’s College, Proserpine.  Over the past 
7 years Rae-Lee has worked in many classrooms as part of the Learning Support team. 
Rae-Lee and her family will move back to Proserpine where they have purchased 
acreage.  She will be otherwise occupied helping her husband on the farm. 

 
7. Tracey Rose has worked as part of the Learning Support team for just over 3 years. As 

her youngest daughter finishes Year Six at Emmanuel, so does Tracey’s time here.  The 
family is relocating to the Sunshine Coast in order to be closer to family. 

 
8. Delwyn Bertling has worked in our school office since Term Two 2018. Next year 

Delwyn will be working at Mackay Northern Beaches State High School. 
 

9. Raymond Bertoldi joined us in 2014 after previously having worked as a groundsman 
at Holy Spirit College.  Mr Ray as the children like to call him, has been a very loyal and 
hard working friend who has gone above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that our 
grounds and garden areas have been well maintained and immaculately presented.  He 
has taken great pride in his work and the children have delighted in assisting him 
whenever possible.  Ray is often seen helping the younger students retrieve balls and 
items of clothing or items which have managed to somehow end up on the rooftops of 
classroom buildings.  Ray has given 150 per cent effort to everything he undertakes and 
will be greatly missed by everyone within our community.  Ray is retiring from his 
position of groundsman and is relocating to Brisbane with his wife after having spent all 
of his life living in the Pioneer Valley.  Ray and Marion hope to spend more time with 
their children and grandchildren.  We wish Ray all the best for the future and hope that 
he will take with him many fond memories of Emmanuel. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU MR RAY! 
 

I thank these staff members for the contributions they have made to our school and send our 
blessings with them as they embark on new journeys. 
 
 
In 2020 we welcome the following teaching staff to Emmanuel: 
 

• Miss Aleisha Smith who recently graduated from James Cook University – 
Townsville.  Aleisha recently completed her internship at Whitsunday Anglican 
College.  Aleisha will teach a Prep class next year. 
 

• Miss Maddison Thomas who recently graduated from studies at Central 
Queensland University, Mackay campus.  Maddison recently completed her 
internship in Year 1 with Mrs Melinda Wheeler.  Maddison will teach in Year 1 next 
year. 
 

• Miss Taylor Rimmington who comes to us from St Francis Xavier Catholic Primary 
School, West Mackay.  Taylor joined the staff at St Francis 5 years ago as a 
graduate teacher and has taught Prep and Year 2 at St Francis.  Next year Taylor will 
teach in Year 2. 
 



• Miss Allison Casey who comes to us from St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School, 
Northern Beaches.  Allison has had a number of years teaching experience besides 
also having held the position of Assistant Principal Religious Education at St 
Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Clermont.  Allison will teach in Year 5 in 2020. 

 
 

We look forward to supporting our new staff in their role throughout the year ahead. 
 

I pray that the Peace and Blessings of Christ rest with you and your family over the 
Christmas Season and look forward to seeing you all again in January. 

 
THANK YOU 
As the year comes to a close we would like to take this opportunity to thank our PARENTS & 

FRIENDS executive members and the members of our SCHOOL BOARD for your 

generosity and commitment to our school over the past twelve months.   

 

In particular, I would like to thank Mrs Antoinette Schembri who has been serving on our 

Parents and Friends Association for a number of years.  Antoinette has generously shared 

her time and energy and has been a tremendous support to not only myself but also to the 

other members of the P & F.  Her loyalty to our school and her dedication and hard work has 

always been in the best interests of the students and families of this great community.  Her 

practical approach to life has enriched our monthly meetings and I thank her most sincerely 

for her input and friendship over many years.  Nothing has ever been too much trouble for 

Antoinette and I sincerely thank her for her commitment to Emmanuel and wish her and her 

family all the best for the future.   

 

And finally to the Emmanuel parent body, I thank you for your tremendous support and 

assistance which has allowed us to undertake a variety of worthwhile and enjoyable events 

throughout the school year.  Once again your energy and enthusiasm has contributed to the 

community spirit that we experience here in our wonderful school.  Thank you one and all, 

for all that you have been to Emmanuel. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS  
Thank you to the many parents, staff and students for attending our Carols Night last 
Monday evening.  Once again it was a wonderful evening and we were pleased to see so 
many enjoying this special time together. Special thanks to Mrs Linda Miller, Mrs Jan 
Whelan, and Mrs Noeleen Kliese for their organisation and preparation of the students this 
year and to Mrs Vanessa Dale for her contribution to the success of the evening. We hope 
you enjoyed this time to catch up with friends and to join with your children at this special 
time of celebration. 

 
FINAL ASSEMBLY  

Our final assembly will take place on Friday in the Marist Centre.  It will commence at 

9:30am.  We will say our final farewells to the staff and students who are leaving and 

particularly the Year 6 children.  This will lead into morning tea where you are more than 

welcome to take the children and start your holidays early.  However, supervision is as usual 

until 3:00pm.  Please note that due to some relocation of classrooms, students who remain 

at school will be supervised in the Marist Centre where they will participate in games and 

movies.   

 
Geraldine Rostirolla   
(Principal) 

 

 
 



2020 BOOK DROP-OFF 
Next year teachers will open classrooms during the Pupil Free Days, for parents to drop off 
their child’s belongings, so as to avoid some of the rush associated with the first day of 
school.  This will occur on FRIDAY 24 JANUARY from 1:00pm – 2:00pm. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to student leadership 
positions for the 2020 school year: 
 

School Captains:              Abby Spencer & Connor Reynolds 
McBride House Captains:             Eden Apps & Leo Donnelly  
Wallace House Captains:             Lila McGrath & Ben Taylor 
Castles House Captains:             Addison Simpson & Lachlan Warren 
Carroll House Captains:             Madelyn Shepherd & Lachlan Ipson 
 
 

All Year Five students can be proud of their efforts in nominating for leadership positions this 
term. We look forward to a wonderful year in 2020, with our Year Six students leading by 
their example. 
 

REPORT CARDS FOR SEMESTER 2 
Report cards will once again be available through Parent Lounge from 4.00pm this afternoon 
Thursday 5 December. 

 
1. To access Parent Lounge, open your internet browser and type in the URL for Emmanuel 

Catholic Primary School website: www.ecps.qld.edu.au 
2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 

3. Click on Parent Lounge icon. 

4. Login with your new unique ID number and the password remains the same as 

previously used. 

 
Families who are leaving the school this year are advised to download and save all 

reports from Parent Lounge to their own computers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecps.qld.edu.au/


OSHC 
Due to the Emmanuel Primary School carpark redevelopment during the holidays, 
access will be via the Emmanuel Kindergarten entrance only. 
 
We wish to advise families and caregivers that we will be closed from Monday, 23 December 
2019 and will re-open on Monday, 6 January 2020. 
 
Weekly programs for the holidays are attached to this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

Final Assembly for 2019 Friday, 6 December at 9:30am 
If students are being collected after 

Assembly, parents are asked to 

sign them out from their classroom. 

 
Office closes Wednesday, 11 December at 

12:00pm 
 
 

Office re-opens for 2020 Monday, 20 January  
 

Uniform Shop – 2nd hand uniforms  
(Cash sales only) 

 

Tuesday, 21 January 
2:00pm – 3:30pm  

  
School resumes Tuesday, 28 January 2020 

Tuckshop re-opens Tuesday, 28 January 2020 
 


