
 

 

 

 

 
 

7 February 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
 

Despite the wet weather, it has been an amazingly calm start to the school year.  All classes are settled 
and into the serious business of learning.  It has been great to see the excitement on the student’s 
faces as they have reacquainted themselves with old friends and have also begun to form new 
friendships.   
 

Over the past couple of weeks, many people in far north Queensland have experienced great hardship 
and loss as their homes have been inundated with flood waters and damaged from strong winds.  
Families within the Townsville region, have been greatly affected by this latest natural disaster.  Please 
spare a thought for these families and keep them in your prayers  
 

The beginning of the school year is a good time to ask for your support for our important procedures 
that we have in place at Emmanuel: 
 

 Communication is an important vehicle between the family and the school and I ask that you take 

the time to read the weekly newsletter and the correspondence sent home from your child’s teacher.  
These forms of communication are our main means of keeping you informed with what is happening 
around the school. 
 

 If you have an issue or a concern, please know that we will try and deal with this together.  If you 

need to discuss a concern with the teacher please take the time to make an appointment as the 
mornings and afternoons can be busy for teachers.  It is also important to know that the teacher is the 
first point of contact in dealing with your concerns.  You are always welcome to speak with a member 
of the leadership team after speaking with your child’s teacher. 
 

 School begins at 8.30am with morning duty commencing at 8.10am.  Prep students are supervised 

in the area outside the Prep classrooms until the bell, while all other students are supervised in the 
areas in which they are playing, e.g., Fr Joe Carroll oval, playground and tuckshop area.  We ask that 
children place their bags in the port racks provided outside their classroom and wait until 8.10am before 
commencing play.  If you are late or need to pick up your child from school early you are required to 
call into the office to sign your child in or out.  All visitors to the school are required to sign in/out at the 
office whenever they are in the school grounds.  This can seem an onerous task, however this 
procedure allows us to be aware of who is on the school grounds at all times. 
 

 Stop, Drop, Go Zone:  School concludes at 3.00pm and supervision is provided at our designated 

pick-up area which includes the Stop, Drop, Go Zone.  Teachers are on duty to ensure that your child 
is safe at all times.  Using the car pick-up area correctly is vital to the children’s safety.  Please turn left 
into the Stop, Drop, Go Zone, stay in your car at all times (unless parking in the angle car parks 
provided) and turn left only to exit onto Tolcher Street.  Patience is important at all times as we know 
children can be impulsive.  Please remember the car park off Baxter Drive within the school grounds 
is for staff only.  Parent/caregiver access into this car park endangers the lives of the children. Thank 

you to those families who faithfully follow our parking procedures and always do the right thing in and 
around the school.  It is such a busy place and your patience is always appreciated. 
 
 

 School Uniform:  At the beginning of each school year students present themselves in correct 

school uniform.  This year is no different in that parents have gone to great lengths to ensure that 
children are outfitted appropriately.  I thank you for your efforts and support in this important school 
procedure.  Your assistance in ensuring that the school uniform is worn correctly each day is 
appreciated.  If for any reason your child is out of uniform, I ask that you send a note along to your 
child’s teacher to explain the reason for not being in correct school uniform.  Please clearly name all 

items of clothing and property with your child’s name – this enables us to return lost items to the owners.  
Remember that long hair must be tied back each day, hair ties to be school colours only, one set of studs or sleepers, a wrist watch and 
a chain and crucifix/cross are the only jewellery to be worn.  Please ensure that sports shoes are predominantly white (as per our school 
guidelines). 

 

 

I thank you for assisting us with our procedures above. 

Geraldine Rostirolla 
(Principal) 

 

February 
 

 

Every Fri 
Assembly at 8:50am 

 

Wed 13: 

Yr 6 Leadership Induction 

Liturgy 

 

School banking starts 

 

Fri 15: 

Pupil Free Day – Bishop’s 

Inservice Day 

 

Tues 19: 

Safety Circus – Yr 3 

P&F Meeting – 5:30pm 
 

March 
 

Wed 6: 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

 

Thur 14: 

School Mass at St Joseph’s 

9:30am 

 

Fri 15: 

National Day of Action 

Against Bullying and 

Violence 

 

Thur 21: 

Harmony Day 

Prep Parent Night – 5:30pm 

Term Planner 

 



 

 

GARDENING GOD’S WAY  
Plant three rows of peas: 

Peace of mind, 

Peace of heart, 

Peace of soul. 

 

Then plant four rows of lettuce: 

Lettuce be faithful. 

Lettuce be kind. 

Lettuce be obedient. 

Lettuce really love one another. 

 

Next to them, plant four rows of squash: 

Squash gossip, 

Squash indifference, 

Squash criticism and 

Squash selfishness. 

 

No garden is complete without turnips: 

Turnip for meetings. 

Turnip for church. 

Turnip to help one another. 

Turnip with a smile and  

Turnip for determination. 

 

And all gardens need thyme: 

Thyme for each other, 

Thyme for family, 

Thyme for friends, 

Thyme for prayer and 

Thyme for God. 

 

Please help us in our gardens Lord. 

 

(Unknown)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Sunday’s Readings: 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Here am I! Send me. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
I preach what they preach, and this is what you 
believe. 
 

Luke 5:1-11 

They left everything and followed him.  

 

YEAR 6 LEADERSHIP INDUCTION LITURGY  
Please join us to celebrate our 2019 school leaders. The 

Induction Liturgy will be held in the Marist Centre on 

Wednesday 13 February at 12:00pm.  Badges will be 

presented to school and house captains and student 

council representatives, and all Year Six students will 

receive a blessing. We look forward to welcoming Fr 

Stephen to Emmanuel for this celebration. All families 

and friends of the school community are invited to 

attend. 
 

 

BISHOP’S IN-SERVICE  
Our annual Bishop’s Inservice Day will be held on Friday 

15 February. This is a pupil free day and all staff will be 

attending.  The school office will be closed. 

 

Focusing on Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si, the 

theme this year will be "Caring for our Common Home".  

The speakers will include Bishop Michael McCarthy and 

Diocesan Director of Catholic Education, Miss Leesa 

Jeffcoat.  Staff will participate in a variety of workshops.  

It is always a great day for personal faith development 

and all staff appreciate this opportunity to focus their 

attention and learn something new. 

 
CHAPEL MASS  
A reminder that Fr Stephen celebrates Mass in the 

Emmanuel Chapel on Thursday mornings at 8:00 am. It 

is a great way to start your day. All welcome. 
 

 

VIRTUE OF THE FORTNIGHT – 

CO-OPERATION 

“Co-operation divides the task and multiplies 

the success.”  (Anonymous) 
 

Co-operation is working together for the good of 

everyone.  It is a willingness to stand side by side and 

use the different gifts each of us have to offer. When we 

co-operate we give and accept help freely and have the 

humility not to do everything ourselves.  Co-operation is 

about sharing the load.  It is joining others in order to do 

something that cannot be done alone. 

 

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I 

cannot; together we can do great things for God.”  

(St Teresa of Calcutta) 

 

 

 

Noeleen Kliese 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

Religious Education 



Learning to spell is a complex task for many students.  

It involves language knowledge of phonetic, visual and 

morphemic (meaning) strategies.  To be successful, 

students must learn which letters go together to 

reproduce standard spelling. 

 

The major purpose for learning to spell proficiently is to 

enable the writer to convey his/her meaning as clearly 

as possible and to enable the reader to read easily and 

understand what is written. 

 

At Emmanuel, teachers use the Word Study approach 

to explicitly teach children 5 key strategies to deepen 

their spelling knowledge. Word study involves “doing” 

things with words – examining, manipulating, comparing 

and categorizing.  Word Study offers students the 

opportunity to make their own discoveries about how 

words work.    The five strategies used are: sound; 

visual; meaning; connecting and checking.  Effective 

spellers use a combination of all of these strategies to 

remember how to spell words.  Spelling homework will 

incorporate the use of these strategies to assist 

students in learning a combination of high frequency 

(sight) words; unit words and spelling focus/rule words. 

 

The Word Study approach enables teachers to target 

spelling to the individual needs of their students and is 

based on the three stages of spelling development: 

Phonological (consonant and vowel 

sounds/combinations); Orthographic (spelling rules) 

and Morphological (word formation).  I have attached an 

outline of the 5 key Spelling Strategies to assist you in 

supporting your children at home. 

 

Janine Refalo 
Assistant Principal Curriculum (Acting) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT PROTECTION – USE OF TOILETS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Emmanuel, we are committed to the safety of all 

students in our care.  It is imperative that students 

understand the importance of using the toilet facilities at 

school in an appropriate manner.  Classroom teachers 

regularly remind students of these behaviour 

expectations, and use the posters above (which are 

located in all school toilets) to ensure all students 

understand these important messages.  We ask that 

you discuss these expectations at home with your 

children, so that we are all doing our part to keep 

children safe at school.  

DESIGNATED TOILETS FOR PARENTS 
We are very fortunate at Emmanuel to have so many 

parents visiting the school each day.  Therefore, it is 

important that we provide toilet 

facilities for your use.  From a 

student protection perspective, 

we ask that parents do not 

use the student 

toilets.  There is a toilet 

designated for the use of all 

parents, toddlers and 

visitors.  This is the disabled toilet which is located at the 

back of Administration and beside F Block (Year 2 

Classrooms).  There is a yellow sign on the door of this 

toilet advising parents that they are welcome to use this 

facility.  Hope this helps you to not be ‘caught short’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Corner 

“I see and I forget.  I hear and I remember. I 

do and I understand.” 

Confucius 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 15 February 



HAIRSTYLES 
Students attending Emmanuel are expected to wear 
their uniform in a way which reflects pride in their school 
and in their own personal appearance.  Accordingly, 

 Hairstyles should be appropriate to this expectation 
– extreme hairstyles are not acceptable. 

 Hair should be clean, brushed and generally neat – 
not unruly. 

 NOT PERMITTED: 
 Variations to natural hair colour  
 Cuts less than gauge three 
 Boys’ hair longer than collar length and fringe 
past the forehead 
 Spiked cuts, Wedge cuts, Track cuts, Multiple 
braiding, Rat’s Tail, Mullet Cuts 

 If hair bands or scrunchies are to be worn, they are 
to be gold or blue of the school colours.  No 
decorative hair bands are to be worn. 

 NO COLOURED HAIR – NATURAL HAIR 
COLOUR ONLY. 

 

If parents are unsure of school uniform or hair style 

requirements, please contact the school office for 

clarification.  

CASSEROLE CLUB 

Parents new to Emmanuel School may not be aware 
that in times of hardship, our school community has a 
Casserole Club whereby parents volunteer to cook 
meals for a family in need. This is one way that our 
school community can practically support those in our 
school who are facing hardship.  

If any parents, including those who have previously 
volunteered, are willing to be part of the Casserole Club 
please contact the school office with your name and 
phone number. Your name will be placed on a register 
and in times of need, you will be contacted and asked 
to cook a meal and bring it to the school office for 
delivery. 

A big thank you to those parents who helped with the 
Casserole Club last year. We would also like to thank 
Marie Schembri who will once again be our co-ordinator 
for 2019.  

BELL TIMES 
Bell times for 2019 are as follows:-   
 

8.25a.m.          Warning bell 
8.30a.m.          School day begins 
10.30a.m.        Morning tea     
10.45a.m.        Play time                      
10.55a.m.        Warning bell 
11.00a.m.        End of morning tea 
1.00p.m.          Lunch begins                
1.15p.m.          Play time    
1.35p.m.          Warning bell  
1.40p.m.          Beginning of afternoon session  
2.55p.m.          Warning bell for end of day 
3.00 p.m.         End of school day 
 

RAINCOATS 
If possible, we ask that parents 

ensure each child has a raincoat in 

this inclement weather. 

VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES  
The safety and protection of our students is our first 

priority and we follow all guidelines set in place by our 

Catholic Education Office at Rockhampton. Our school, 

like many others, relies on the goodwill and generosity 

of our parents to assist our students in classrooms and 

on excursions and camps. Our valued volunteers are 

required to meet the same Student Protection 

Guidelines as our staff. A Volunteer’s Induction Folder 

is located in every classroom, as well as our Tuckshop, 

Library, and specialist areas.  All volunteers will be 

asked to read the guidelines outlined in this document, 

and sign to acknowledge their willingness to abide by 

the procedures and protocols outlined by our 

Diocese.  We thank you in advance for giving your time 

to help our students, and most importantly, to keep all 

students safe whilst at school 

  

PARENT HANDBOOK/PARENT LOUNGE 
Unfortunately we have had problems printing the Parent 

Handbook due to the continued wet weather.  As a 

result, new parents to the school will receive Parent 

Handbooks at the end of next week.  An updated 

version of the Handbook will also be uploaded to Parent 

Lounge at the same time.  New families will receive 

Parent Lounge log-in letters today.  These letters will be 

sent home with the eldest in the family.   
 

Badges will be distributed at our Leadership Induction 

on Wednesday 13 February. 

 

SCHOOL CHOIR 
All students from Years 4, 5 and 6 are welcome to join 
the School Choir.  
 

Wednesday mornings 
8:00am – 8.45am in the Music Room 

 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT UPDATE 

We have reviewed our usual practise of holding parent 

information nights at the beginning of the year and have 

decided that it is more beneficial to provide a newsletter 

pertaining to each cohort’s procedures. You will receive 

this document early this term. Prep is the exception to 

this, and we will still be holding an information night in 

week 4. Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher should you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Amanda McDonald 

Assistant Principal Administration  

STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES  

for TERM 1 

6K ELLI CORR 

LACHLAN DOOLAN 
 

6S LIAM HYDE 

EMMA JAMES 
 

6W MIA RYAN 

MAX DOLPHIN 



This week we saw the school looking more like the 

Mackay Bluewater Lagoon than our usually large 

playing fields. However, the rain did not dampen the 

student’s enthusiasm for their HPE lessons and school 

sports.  

Nominations have been sorted for representation in 

Northern Suburbs and Mackay in the following sports: 

Week Sport Type Trial Date 

Week 1 Netball 

(11 & 12 year 

old) 

 

Basketball  

(10, 11 & 12 

year old) 

Nth Suburbs 

 

Nth Suburbs 

7/02/19 

 

8/02/19 

Week 2 AFL 

(10, 11 & 12 

year old) 

 

Golf (10, 11 & 

12 year old) 

 

Swimming 

(Times must be 

verified) 

 

Hockey 

Mackay 

 

Mackay 

 

CQ 

 

 

Mackay 

18/02/19  

 
15/02/19  

 
19/02/19  

 
 

 

 

21/02/19 

There are still many sports students can nominate for 

Northern Suburbs and Mackay coming up over the next 

few weeks.  

We have also had an excellent response for the 

upcoming Wednesday Afternoon Touch Competition for 

students in Years 3 to 6. At this stage, due to the 

weather, the competition has been postponed until 

Week 4. I will confirm with students this week and send 

home permission notes on Monday. It looks to be a 

fantastic, friendly competition with many students  

representing Emmanuel for the first time. 

If you have any questions regarding sports nominations 

or when sports will occur, please do not hesitate to 

contact me through the administration office. 

Luke Dodson 
HPE Teacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear members of the Emmanuel School 
Community, 
 
All employees of Catholic Education in the Diocese of 
Rockhampton who hold a leadership position undertake 
a Performance Review in the fourth year of their 
contract. In 2019,  Mrs Amanda McDonald will 
undertake a Performance Review of her role as 
Assistant Principal; Administration of Emmanuel 
Catholic Primary School, Mackay, with the aim of 
commending her leadership capabilities and providing 
direction for her ongoing growth and development as a 
leader.  

An important component of the performance review 
process involves an online survey conducted by Ardjuna 
Corporate Services. Feedback is vitally important as 
part of the reflection process for leaders undertaking a 
Performance Review. Survey responses made by 
individuals are provided to the leader of the 
Performance Review Panel in order to enable follow up 
to individual responses.  

Staff members and a random sample of parents have 
been identified to participate in the online survey and will 
receive email contact directly from Ardjuna on Monday 
18 February. All participants have until Friday 1st 
March (2 weeks) to complete the survey.  

If any other parents wish to complete a survey, please 
contact me at the following email address 
michael_mccusker@rok.catholic.edu.au by Wednesday 13 
February. 

Best wishes 
 

Michael McCusker 
Assistant Director: Schools (Northern Region) 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW FAMILIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Sports 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
TUESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2019 5:30pm 

Meeting Room 
 

ALL FAMILIES, BOTH NEW AND OLD ARE 
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED AND MOST 

WELCOME TO ATTEND. 

Tuckshop Roster – Week 3 
Monday 11 Feb Fabia Pace 

Tuesday 12 Feb Ann Lude 

Wednesday 13 Feb Vicki Brooke 

Thursday 14 Nov  Alexandra Wiechers 

Friday 15 Nov Teresa Crowe 

HELP WANTED 

Thank You 

mailto:michael_mccusker@rok.catholic.edu.au


OSCH 
Welcome to our new families joining us in 2019.  We 

have several new children commencing at our service, 

with many preps joining us this year.  The next few 

weeks will focus on getting to know everyone, and 

building secure, supportive relationships.   
 

Our vacation care program kept our OSHC’ers busy for 

the last few weeks with pottery, art and craft workshops, 

excursions, drama lessons, parties, sports and dress-

ups days, cooking, a workshop with Kat Ilich (local 

author), wet play, meditation and yoga.   
 

We shared Dotty’s dilemma over her 

missing puppy, Cookie.  Dotty received 

cute little Cookie for Christmas, and then 

he unexpectedly went missing around the 

time of her birthday.  Fortunately (and quite 

amazingly!) Cookie was discovered by the 

local police in Cloncurry, thanks to matching him on a 

missing pets website.  Cookie was returned to a very 

happy and relieved family.  Dotty, and her older brother 

Maxwell, shared their story with us.  We located 

Cloncurry on our map, with the children finding the 

different geographical locations where 

they had holidayed and were familiar 

with.  We discussed distance, climate, 

population, history as well as the various 

sights. Savannah experienced an 

“authentic” Christmas in the northern 

hemisphere when she visited the UK and Lapland, 

where she saw Santa’s reindeers and lots and lots of 

snow.  Savannah enjoyed her trip so much she told us 

she would like to live there!!   Lucy and Ruby were lucky 

enough to holiday in Tasmania, and their peers were 

fascinated to hear about Port Arthur and the architecture 

that was built over 200 hundred years ago by convicts.   
 

A reminder to families – the child care management 

system (CCMS) is closing and we need to submit 

requests to amend any data by the 28th of February 

2019.  If you have not submitted your CRN or your 

CCS is not correctly calculating, please contact us 

so that we can ensure we have completed 

everything we can to ensure you receive your 

entitlements. 
 

Friday 15 February is Bishops Inservice Day (Pupil 

-Free day).  This service will be operating from 

7.00am to 6.00pm.  The fee for the day is $52.50.  We 

will provide afternoon tea.  If you wish your child to 

attend, please remember closed in shoes, a wide-

brimmed hat and a packed morning tea and lunch. 

 
 

 

 

If you are interested in enrolling your child or have any 

questions regarding this service, you can contact us on 

0429 311 579 or email us on ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au. 

Lauren Gossweiler 

Emmanuel OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Notices 

SAINTS NETBALL CLUB 
2019 REGISTRATIONS ARE OPEN! 

 

SET & GO – Competition (Played Saturdays) • 7 to 
10 years – Born 2009 to 2012 
 

Junior Competition (Played Saturdays) 
• 11 & 12 year olds – Born 2007 & 2008 • 13 & 14 
year olds – Born 2005 & 2006 • 15 & 16 year olds – 
Born 2003 & 2004 
 

Senior Competition - Ladies Teams both 
Competitive and Social (Games Played Wednesday 
Nights) 
 

OFFICAL SIGN ON DAY/TEAM GRADINGS & SENIOR 
LADIES RUN – Saturday the 9th of February, at the 
Emmanuel Catholic Primary School (Marist Centre), 
Baxter Avenue - From 10am to 2pm - all 2019 
players need to attend. 
 

All players need to register online before attending 
the SIGN ON DAY, email 
saintsnetballclubmky@gmail.com for a link and 
more details about the season.  
 

Rebecca Gardner 
0402 018 775 

Attention all boys and girls  

BORN 2009  

MACKAY RANGERS FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

Needs you for its Under 10 team 

 
Give Soccer ago! Come join our 

club! 
Wednesday 3:45pm at 

Eric Homan Park, Riverside Drive 
More Info Contact Ashley: 

0408194059 
ashleymiles@live.com.au 

mailto:ENM_OSHC@rok.catholic.edu.au
mailto:saintsnetballclubmky@gmail.com

